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FIRST FIGURES ARE IN AND THEY’RE 
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SMASH AFTER SMASH § 
IN BIG AND SMALL SITUATIONS 
AND MORE BIG ONES COMING UP! 


PASH HOLDOVER IN DETROIT! 
/ASGI! HOLDOVER IN DAYTON! | 


FLASH! HOLDOVER IN 
LOUISVILLE! | 


ee a PASH! 
PHILLY 
seca PHENOMENAL! 


FIRST THREE DAYS 
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BUSINESS TREMENDOUS! | 
WATCH THE GROSS GROW! 





A limited number of prints : 

will be available for EASTER ENGAGEMENTS 
of the finest which CINEMaScoPE 

has yet offered. 

It is suggested that you immediately 

get in touch with your 


20th Century-Fox branch manager. 


THERE CAN BE NO GREATER 
BOXOFFICE ATTRACTION FOR EASTER! 


20th Century-Fox presents 


in The Wonder of Stereophonic Sound! 


Cc TECHNICOLOR -DELUXE 7 p . f 


“ 20th Century-Fox presents a CinemaScope Production PRINCE VALIANT 


Starring JAMES MASON + JANET LEIGH » ROBERT WAGNER + DEBRA PAGET + STERLING HAYDEN 


/ if Produced by ROBERT L. JACKS + Directed by HENRY HATHAWAY = Screen Play by DUDLEY NICHOLS 


Color by TECHNICOLOR-DELUXE + Based on King Features Syndicate’s “PRINCE VALIANT” by Harold Foster 
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One Big Exhibitor Organization 


FEW decades hence when some film historian 
A looks back on this era it is likely he will write 
that the divorcement of theatre holdings from the 
major producer-distributor companies made the forma- 
tion of a single national exhibitor organization inevitable. 
Theoretically the need for two national groupings of ex- 
hibitor units disappeared when the five big circuits 
were ordered separated from the parent companies. 

The aims and purposes of Allied States and the Thea- 
tre Owners of America now are parallel, or so close to 
parallel that any discrepancy could be discovered only 
through close inspection. The community of interest be- 
tween the organizations has been vastly expanded as a 
result of the devlopment during 1953 and this year of 
the new techniques of the screen. What differences there 
may have been between Allied and TOA on approaches 
to arbitration—and some other trade practices, seem to 
be obscured today by the concentration on stereophonic 
sound, screens and similar quasi-technical matters. Prod- 
uct from the studios necessarily is a prime concern of 
both groups. 

A number of exhibitor voices, including that of §i 
Fabian, lately have been raised in support of one ex- 
hibitor organization. In fact, such a goal seems to be 
desired by many in exhibition. Certainly regional groups 
of exhibitors are desirable and important. Also for spe- 
cial considerations a grouping such as a national drive- 
in organization serves constructive ends. However, over- 
riding all these there should be one national exhibitor 
body to which every theatre operator, large and small, 
circuit and sole operator, could belong. 

A unified voice of all America’s exhibition would play 
an important role in legislative matters, in public rela- 
tions and in promotion of attendance. The exhibition 
picture in this country should not be divided into three 
territories: Allied, TOA and unorganized. There should 
be only one national body. 


CinemaScope and $s 


STRIKING indication of the financial value of 
A the development of CinemaScope by Twentieth 
Century-Fox is the announcement this week that, 

in addition to the regular quarterly dividend of 25¢ per 
share, a special dividend of 10¢ per share will be paid to 
stockholders March 31. This news is also of considerable 
importance to the investment prestige of the whole mo- 
tion picture industry. It is a concrete sign of the increas- 
ing stability of motion picture investments. Simultane- 
ously with the announcement of the extra dividend 20th- 
Fox said that the company would begin on April 15 the 
purchase of up to 100,000 shares of stock for retirement. 





MARTIN QUIGLEY, J]R., Edit 





Marct 








Will H. Hays—An Appreciation 


The death of Will H. Hays marks the end of a career 
of rare distinction. In the varied fields of law, politics 
and the motion picture industry he contributed an array 
of notable services. Among the leading public personali- 
ties of his day he enjoyed a position of respect and 
stature. Over a broad field of interests and activities in 
the motion picture industry he left an enduring imprint 
of his personality, intelligence and energy. 

The career of Will Hays was uniquely an American suc- 
cess story. Originating in the town of Sullivan, Indiana, he 
entered upon plans of endeavor that eventually carried 
him to associations high in the councils of public life and 
industry; yet always, in fact and in spirit, fe adhered to 
his Hoosier state traditions. 

Will Hays was endowed with a remarkably keen intelli- 
gence and perception, yet in dealing with persons of 
lesser talents he characteristically displayed an abundance 
of patience. It was, perhaps, this faculty more than any 
other that enabled him so well to gain the many achieve- 
ments in various areas with which he is to be credited. 

He had a remarkably high sense of public and private 
responsibility. In whatever task he assumed he habitually 
took the long view as to eventual implications and conse- 
quences. He was a militant patriot with a profound love 
of the institutions of the nation. He was deeply religious 
and throughout his career gave reality, by word and deed, 
to the exacting obligations of human brotherhood. 

Having long been a co-worker in many undertakings, 
his death brings to the writer a deep sense of personal 
loss; yet, in retrospect, there is a corresponding sense of 
gratitude and appreciation for the high privilege of 
friendship and cooperation with a person of the char- 
acter of Will Hays. 

—Martin Quigle) 





Q Exhibitors find that their best friends are among their 
patrons right in their own community. Sometimes the 
exhibitor does not receive as much local support as he 
should because the role of the theatre in the life of the 
town is not sufficiently understood. There are many 
ways an exhibitor can find to let his fellow citizens know 
of the theatre’s problems and services. Some showmen 
recently have written articles for their local newspapers 
or for direct distribution in the theatre’s program or as 
a separate leaflet. An outstanding example is a short 
article by Otto Wagner, Pix Theatre, Black Creek, Wis- 
consin. His little leaflet, “The End of Movies,” included 
such sound statements as “When you go to a movie, you 
are not treating yourself to an evening of relaxation and 
good amusement, but are helping support your commu- 
nity’s only place of all year-round entertainment for 
the family.” 











Samuel Goldwyn Replies 
In Code Revision Dispute 


In last week’s issue of The HERALD an open letter was addressed 
to Samuel Goldwyn. Mr. Goldwyn was invited to state the details of 
a proposal “to modernize” the Production Code, which he first called 
for in a letter last December to Eric Johnston and has since repeated in 
various public statements and press interviews. Mr. Goldwyn’s reply 


to the open letter is presented herewith. 


To MARTIN QUIGLEY: 

Your well-earned position of respect in 
our industry and the temperate tone of 
your letter—in such marked contrast to 
Eric Johnston's evasive denial of my state- 
ment that he would call a meeting here of 
all interested producers to discuss the ques- 
tion of changes in the Code—impels me to 
answer your letter as frankly and clearly 
as possible. 


Unfortunately, you have been misled by 
Mr. Johnston's distortion of my request for 
such a meeting into a demand for a ‘mass 
meeting'"—the phrase which he used in at- 
tempting to avoid the assurance he gave 
me. | notice that you, yourself, have been 
so led into using * a words "mass meet- 
ing” not less than eight times in your letter 
to me. 


In my original letter on this subject, | 
wrote: "'| therefore suggest that a meeting 
be called of all producers who are signa- 
tories to the Code to discuss the need for 
modernization of the Code and the specific 
manner in which it can best serve not only 
our industry but the public." This has been 
my consistent position, and will continue to 
be—and has nothing to do with ‘mass 
meeting." 

| appreciate the spirit of your offer to 
use your good offices to persuade the 
Board of Directors of the Motion Picture 
Association of America to accept any pro- 
posals for Code revision | may advise you 
of with which you may agree. However, | 
must, with all due respect, decline your 
offer because | feel this matter should not 
be considered the exclusive concern of the 
Motion Picture Association of America 


—Martin Quigley. 


Board—nor do | feel it is only my opinion 
and my views which are important. There 
are a great many serious and able pro- 
ducers in Hollywood who have given much 
thought to the Code and to whether it can 
be improved. Their views are varied and 
certainly not all agree with mine. To ex- 
clude them from any consideration of this 
problem would be to disregard completely 
the benefit of their wide knowledge and 
experience. 

Frankly, | do not understand the re- 
luctance to sit down and meet with the 
picture makers of Hollywood and, without 
speechmaking or rancor, to discuss calmly 
and seriously whether or not the Code can 
be bettered. To me this appears a more 
sensible procedure than to debate a 
variety of specific suggestions at long 
range through the medium of the press. 

Let us be clear about the fundamental 
problem involved. | stated in my original 
letter to Mr. Johnston that there must 
never be any ‘'violation of the basic 
principles upon which the Code is founded." 
| have repeatedly stated that | am in favor 
of a motion picture Code and that | would 
never make a picture outside of the Code. 
The only question is whether the Code can 
be improved and what is the best way of 
determining that. | believe this can best 
be approached by calm and fair-minded 
discussion around the table by those who 
are concerned in the making of pictures in- 
stead of by proposals and counter-pro- 
posals made through the press. 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
Hollywood 
March 8, 1954 
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EPARTMENT of Justice 
Wednesday filed criminal and 
civil proceedings against the 

Schine theatre interests for alleged 
violations of the 1949 anti-trust con- 
sent decree. The proceedings, filed 


| in Buffalo District Court, named as 


defendants Schine Chain Theatres, 
Inc., five subsidiary corporations, 
J. Meyer Schine, Louis W. Schine 
and John A. May. The Government 
charged that the defendants had 
continued to maintain a conspiracy 
which the 1949 decree sought to 
break, had violated various provi- 
sions of the decree and had failed 
to get rid of 23 of the 39 theatres 
it was supposed to sell under the 
decree. 


» The Eidophor system of theatre 
television shown in color, upon 
which several Swiss scientists have 
lavished their technical genius, and 
Twentieth Century-Fox its financial 
assistance, appears nearer commer- 
cial reality. A “commercial proto- 
type” will be shipped from Zurich 
to New York in May, Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox president, said in 
New York last week as he returned 
from Europe. Twentieth Century- 
Fox already has demonstrated Eido- 
phor, in New York; and the general 
verdict was “sensational.” Then 
along came wide screen, 3-D, and 
CinemaScope. 


> San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Phoenix, and Tucson. The theatre 
business in these areas is better than 
last year, Edward Hyman, vice- 
president of American Broadcast- 
ing-Paramount Theatres, said in 
New York following a survey he 
made personally. He added the 
Phoenix-Tucson area seems the 
fastest growing in the Southwest. 


>» One company at least is not only 
consistently reporting profits, but 
pointing at its Hollywood payroll. 
Universal-International points out 
that it now employs 1,990 persons, 
more than double the number of last 
May. It has ten “top producers,” 


' and 12 directors, 32 writers, 36 stars 
/and featured players. 


'» One guidepost to the pervasive 
| influence of the motion picture is 
.the elevation of the cowboy into a 


{ 
H 
} 


type universally admired and re- 





20TH-FOX DECLARES 
EXTRA DIVIDEND 

The board of ‘directors of 20th 
Century-Fox this week declared a 
ce dividend of 25 cents and 
a special dividend of 10 cents on 
the common stock of the company, 

ayable March 31, 1954, to stock- 
eldiee of record at the close of 
business March 18. The board also 
authorized the purchase for retire- 
ment of up to 100,000 shares of 
common stock of the company. 
The purchases will be made com- 
mencing April 15 at prices pre- 
vailing on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 





spected, screen writer Frank Gruber 
told the California Writers League, 
in San Bernadino, Cal., last week. 
An irony of the situation is that the 
cowboy never was a hero to his own 
generation, Mr. Gruber observed. 
“Actually,” he said, “the cowboy 
was on the lower levels of hired 
hands. He was miserably over- 
worked and underpaid.” 


» Sam Goldwyn will offer a million 
dollars for a story he wants. This is 
according to Tom Pyror, “New 
York Times” correspondent in 
Hollywood. Mr. Goldwyn was re- 
ported to have offered that sum as 
down payment for “Guys and 
Dolls.” Also, he’s reported to have 
offered 10 per cent of the world-wide 
gross over $10,000,000. Over the 
weekend, the Dramatists Guild an- 
nounced Mr. Goldwyn had closed 
the deal with Frank Loesser, Jo 
Swerling, and Abe Burrows; but 
declined to confirm the reported 
amount. Other offers for the musi- 
cal hit were said to be from MGM, 
Paramount, and William Goetz- 
Columbia. Mr. Pryor said MGM 
offered $850,000. 


> There’s a little picture playing at 
a little theatre in New York. And 
it’s quietly accumulating a record. 
MGM’s whimsical “Lili” on Tues- 
day completed one year’s run at the 
Trans-Lux 52nd Street Theatre. 
MGM and the management con- 
trived a quiet party, a birthday cake, 
the attendance of star Leslie Caron, 
and some notables. And, also, cere- 
monies for patrons who have seen 
the picture more than a dozen times 
in the year. 


> Maine is reporting a staggering 
number of bankruptcies. In fact, 
proportionately to population, the 
highest of any state. And the rea- 
son, according to Portland referee 
Charles A. Pomeroy—is television! 
He explained that some individuals 
who bought sets are going bankrupt. 
And those who aren’t, aren’t buying 
cars, furniture, or clothes; and so 
the stores are going bankrupt. There 
were 458 bankruptcies during 1953. 
Most affected was Aroostook Coun- 
ty, whose potato crop had declined 
in value sharply. The rate of bank- 
ruptcies this year is even higher, 
according to Mr. Pomeroy. 


> U.S. Information Agency officials 
look to the Senate to restore at least 
some of the hefty appropriations 
cuts voted by the House in the gov- 
ernment’s overseas information pro- 
gram. The film program would be 
especially crippled under the House 
action. 


P So far, there are no real trouble 
signs on the state legislature front, 
according to Jack Bryson, the Mo- 
tion Picture Association’s legislative 
representative. 


> The studio employment and earn+ 
ings picture is brighter now. Unio 
members in January averag 
$116.84 per week. Last year th 
figure was $109.36. 
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THIS FRIENDLY GROUP was 
at the European premiere of 
20th-Fox's ‘Beneath The 12- 
Mile Reef,"’ at the Carlton, 
London. Company president 
and CinemaScope — salesman 

Skouras, center, holds 
hands with Shelagh Rank, left, 
daughter of J. Arthur Rank, 
and Dinah Sheridan, then fian- 
see and r t| ife of John 
Davis right, Mr. Rank’ general 
manager. Mr. Skouras last week 
ordered his picture d away 
from Rank theatres and to 
trong competitors. He also 


r 


faced general British exhibitor 
revoelli n n tere una. See 


page 34. 


by the Herald 
AWARD tc e Motion 
f The Year is pre- 


rk by publisher Vernon 
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DISCUSSING the Better Refresh- 
ment Merchandising Plan in New 
York the other day: seated, Charle: 
Okun, Coca-Cola theatre circuit rep- 
resentative; and Bert Nathan, The 
atre Popcorn Vending Corp. treas- 
urer. Standing, Raymond Levy, Quig 
ley Publishing Company vice-presi 
dent, and Thomas J. Sullivan, Inter- 
national Popcorn Association execu 
tive vice-president. 


THE DOORMAN 


“ 
at the Philadelph 





THEY APPROVE Paramount's Vista- 
vision. Southern California Theatre 
Owners Association directors and 
members watch as Harry C. Arthur 
Jr., presents to Y. Frank Freeman, 
Paramount studio chief, a resolution 
of appreciation. The men are Marco 
Wolff, Milton Arthur, Roy Wolff 
Jack Goldman, Sherrill C. Corwin 
Jack Brower, James Finkler, Gus 
Metzger, Rex Trusdell, O. N. Srere, 
Wayne Hanson, Russell Rogers, Syd 
Lehman, Harry Rackin. 


HERMAN KING, left, explains in New 
York his company's plans for product made 
and to be made. King Brothers Produ 
tions has completed the English version 
"Carnival Story,"' filmed in Germany with 
Anne Baxter as star. It will be released 
through RKO at Easter, he said. The Ger 
man version will be released there in Sep 
tember. It stars Eva Bartok. RKO wi 
release "Syndicate and ‘Indian Fighter 
to be made in 1954. King Brothers alse 
plans "Hannibal,’’ ‘The Boy and the Bu 
"The African,’ "The Two-Headed Spy 
and ''The Big Blonde.’ 


SELLING 
man. 
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manager: 
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Da ey 


atre manager; 
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HOUSE APPROVES TICKET 
TAX REDUCTION TO 10% 





Speedy Senate Action Is 
Expected; Democratic 
Exemption Plea Beaten 


; rT \ 
[ MOL LiRN 


COMPO TAX FIGHT 
CARRIED TO SENATE 


nTTS 


WASHINGTON: With House action 
on the Reed excise tax bill completed 
Wednesday, the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations this week be- 
gan concentrating on the Senate in 
hopes of getting favorable recogni- 
tion of the industry's tax relief cam- 
paign. Robert Coyne, COMPO 
special counsel, has returned here 
from Miami where earlier in the week 
he conferred with Al Lichtman, Sam 
Pinanski, Col. H. A. Cole and True- 
man Rembusch on future strategy in 
the tax drive. Meanwhile, last Satur- 
day COMPO's second of a series of 
26 ads in "Editor & Publisher’ ap- 
peared and described Uncle Sam as 
"That Phantom Partner in Your Local 
Movie Theatre.’ The ad gave a de- 
tailed exposition on how the 20 per 
cent tax has weakened the financial 
structure of theatres. 


Senate Approval of 
Bill Expected Quickly 





Georg’ 
proposal to increase 
exemptions as an 


in the 


per- 
amend 
That 


Eisen 


bill Senate. 


bitterly opposed by the 


nistration and could well tie up 

itor George has told friends that as of 

he doesn’t intend to do this, but rathet 

wait to offer the proposal as an amend 
ment to the technical revision bill. However, 


} 


ie has also said that he has not made a 


definite decision on this point. 


hav _ hat Téchnical Bill Alters 


Tax Figure Base 


reductions than at The House Ways and Means Committee 
ll also fuesday formally reported to the House the 

| bill, 
including many provisions of interest to the 


$1.100.000,000 a ar of film 


nt E1senl 


s its loaded 


comprehensive technical tax revision 


nce the extension would 

industry. 

The bill will be taken up on 

March 17, witl 
March 18 J h 

House floor Tor 
Income Tax Rider Could sored Democratic changes 
Cause Some Delays 


said 


| the Hous« 
il 


floor final due on 


voting 


] 


res can be made on the 


the officially-spon 
Democrats have 


they confine theit attempted 


to two: str 


iking out a provision 


which proposes to start eliminating double 


of corporate dividends and adding a 


vy brief hearing 
taxation 

they hold any hear- 

might get to the 


got te 


provision to boost individual tax 


mcome 
e speed it exemptions $100 

Phe bill would extend for one year—until 
\pril 1, 


tax rate. 


sentative Reed, chai 


loor. Repr 
he House Ways and Means Con 


1955—the 52 per 


Among 


industry firms are these: 


cent corporate 


other changes which affect 


1 


ie bill last Tuesday It 


to the 


int! 
ly and sent 


Depreciation: The bill would permit 


businessmen to write off more quickly theit 
investment in new equipment and buildirgs. 
cost of an 


Whereas at present, only half the 
half of 


written off in the 
the bill would allow a 
in that period \t 


ition must be taken by estimating the 


1 
tel can be 


} 
t 


frst 
e item’s Hite, two 
thirds write-off present, 
depreci 
useful life of an item and spreading the cost 
so-called 
ittee bill 


of twice 


evenly over that estimated life—the 


li method. ll 


ipply this 
her than the 
would mak« 


nal Revenue 


nges could help, ai i other tax 


1 


hibitors planning 11 new 
projection and sound equipment 
Advance payments: in 1955, 


corporations whose 


Star 
bills than 
$50,000 a vear would have to make estimates 


ting in 
tax run more 
in September of their current year earnings 
ind part of that tax in 
\t present, all 
paid the follow 
The bill provides that these larger 
corporations cent of the 


1955 and 5 


ind tax bills, pay 


September and December. 


of one year’s tax liability is 
ing year. 
would pay 5 per 
current year’s bill in September 


per cent in December, with the rest paid in 
two equal instalments the following March 
ind June. Each year the September and De 
cember payments would each increase 5 per 
and the March June 


would drop accordingly, until by 1959, these 


cent and payments 
larger firms would pay in four equal instal- 
ments: September and December of the cur 


rent vear and the following March and 


June. 

Loss carryback: Firms now can carry 
one year's losses back one year or forward 
The 


to two 


five years to cut taxes in those years. 
bill | 


extend the 
years. 


would curryback 


Fifty-two-week year: Many theatre 
firms keep their hooks on a weekly basis, and, 
since tax returns must be based on a period 
ending on the last day of a month, must 
make out separate books for tax purposes. 
The bill would permit firms to pay on the 
basis of a 52-week year for several years, 
then pick up the extra days in a 53-week tax 
yeal 

Other provisions of the bill outlaw col- 
lapsible and partnerships, a 


tax-avoidance device that has been used by 


one year. 
corporations 


some persons engaged in film production; 
set up for the first time clear rules for tax- 
ing partnerships, a method 
of doing business in exhibition; levy a new 


widely used as 


1 per cent per month charge on underpay- 


ments of withholding or excise taxes into 


depository accounts; cut from four years to 
three years the time limit for assessments 
or refund 


claims on excise taxes, 
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° A FELLOW just back from London in- 
forms us: “This winter in England has 
murdered business at the ticket windows. 
However, as cold as it has been, it didn’t 
disturb the CinemaScope shows, the two 
in release, ‘The Robe’ and ‘How to Marry 
a Millionaire,’ doing capacity every- 
where.” 

So—the boxoffice pattern of the 
C-Scope pictures seems to be the same 
everywhere with neither language nor 
other conditions putting up any resist- 
ance to the shows in this medium repeat- 
ing their astonishing U.S. business, pro- 
viding the most necessary stimulant to 
the previously lagging boxoffice. 

Some industry leaders in each branch 
of our business have, stubbornly, refused 
to bow to CinemaScope, finding this or 
that wrong with the medium and believ- 
ing they can correct the faults through 
mediums of their own concoction. They 
might be right and they probably can, 
BUT none of them can deny the business 
it has brought to the boxoffices through- 


out the world; none of them can deny 
that CinemaScope has brought a stimula- 
tion to the business, aroused audience 
curiosity, caused people to again start 
talking and thinking about motion pic- 
tures and rushed them to the nearest ticket 
window playing a C-Scope picture. Had it 
not been for CinemaScope being launched 
when it was, our whole business structure 
would have been on the borderline ap- 
proaching destruction. 

In recognizing achievements for the 
past year’s progress and accomplish- 
ments, our Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences has generally bestowed 
awards on the successful creations. What, 
might we ask, has been more successful, 
what has provided more progress and 
greater accomplishment than Cinema- 
Scope? And why shouldn’t the Academy 
this year bestow its highest award, even 
though it would have to be created, to 
the greatest single step for industry prog- 
ress—worldwide? Here is an achievement 
that’s never been equalled since the in- 
troduction of sound to our pictures—and 
it deserves every commendation thet can 
be tossed its way. 








NEW PROCESSES 
TAKE SPOTLIGHT 


Vistavision, SuperScope 
Greeted With Applause 
by Exhibitor Groups 


The screen techniques news this week was 
made by Paramount’s new Vistavision proc- 
Tushinsky Brothers’ 
anamorphic process, lately christened Super- 
Indications that they 
were going onward and upward, if not hand- 
in-hand, at least working closely together. 


ess and the variable 


scope. were, too, 


The Paramount process, demonstrated at 
the coast studio last week and already the 
recipient of pointed well wishes from two 
sources, Theatre Owners. of 
Walter Reade and the 


Theatre Owners 


exhibitor 
America’s Southern 

\ssociation, con 
film horizontally 
exposing 
turn, 
printed in the conventional manner, afford- 
ing, according to witnesses, a much brighter 


California 


sists of 


passing the 


through the camera, two frames 


at once. These are, in reduced and 


and clearer picture, suitable for projection 
standard 1-to-1.33 


in ratios ranging 


up to 1-to-2. 


Irom 


Variable in Aspect Ratio 


SuperScope, developed by Irving and Jo 
seph Tushinsky at the RKO studios, is an 
anamorphic process which is said to differ 
from others in that the anamorphic prints 
are achieved from normal photography. It 
is variable in aspect ratio so that anamor- 
phic prints will be available in ratios of 1- 
to-2, 1-to-1.75, 
1-to-2.66 
with the normal print of the picture, it is 


and, in special instances, at 
These variable aspects, together 


claimed, will make it possible for a picture 
to be presented in a new modern form in any 
type of theatre. 

The New York trade will get its first look 
at SuperScope March 22 when demonstra- 
be held at the RKO 86th Street 
under the RKO 
America and 


tions will 
theatre 
Theatres, 
Allied States Association. 

It has been pointed out by both Para- 
mount and the Tushinskys that by means 
of SuperScope, anamorphic prints can be 
pictures filmed in the Vistavision 
The first from Paramount in the 
will be “White Christmas,” to be 


lop” and “Strategic 


sponsorship ot 
Theatre Owners of 


made of 
process. 
process 
followed by “The Big 


Air Con 


mand.” 
Praise from Exhibitors 


Praise for Paramount’s “gift to the motion 
picture came Monday from the 
Southern California Theatre Owners Asso- 


industry” 


ciation in the form of a resolution, passed 
by the board of directors. The Association 
resolved “to do all in our power to help 
Paramount Vistavision to 
maximum potential to the public at large.” 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., Association chair- 


and prove its 


14 





The impact of Paramount's Vista- 
vision process and the Tushinsky 
Brothers’ SuperScope variable ana- 
morphic lens system on production 
executives is discussed by William R. 
Weaver, Hollywood editor, in the 
Hollywood Scene, page 32. 





man, while visiting the studio, told Para- 
mount that the was 
“grateful” that Vistavision was being made 


executives group 


available “on a basis by which exhibitors 
can handle it according to their own eco- 
nomic status.” 

TOA’s Walter Reade, who saw demonstra- 
tions of both Vistavision and SuperScope 
while on a recent visit to the coast, reported 
in a TOA bulletin this week that he found 
the Paramount tremendous im- 
provement in motion picture entertainment,” 
and the flexibility of the Tushinsky lens he 
described as “undoubtedly an 
showmanship development.” 

SuperScope requires no functional changes 


scheme “a 


outstanding 


in projection equipment on the part of the 
exhibitor, according to the Tushinskys. The 
present standard academy aperture is re- 
tained, the present focal length projection 
lens is retained and the height of the ex- 
hibitor’s screen remains the normal height 
The only additions to the 
present equipment are the SuperScope vari- 
able anamorphic lenses, which are attached 
to any projector, and the widening of the 


previously used. 


screen, 
Lenses in Production 


The lenses are now in production and are 
expected to be available in quantity within 
60 days. 
shortly regarding their distribution. 


An announcement will be made 
At the 
present time only details remain in a deal 
National Screen Service regarding 
both the sale and rental of the lenses. The 
contemplated price of the lens is $350 each. 

In addition to Paramount, SuperScope 
also is negotiating with other major studios 


with 


to make available anamorphic prints of their 
Included in the talks, too, are such 
independents as Walt Disney, Wayne-Fel- 
lows, Productions and 
Several of the recently 
completed RKO pictures have been photo- 
graphed to the specifications required by 


pictures. 


Hecht-Lancaster 
Samuel Goldwyn. 


SuperScope and it is expected that one of 
the RKO films will be the first to be gener- 
ally offered and distributed in SuperScope, 
the studio reported. 

On the stereophonic sound question, Mr. 
Reade, in the TOA bulletin, said that both 
Paramount’s Y. Frank Freeman and RKO’s 
James R. Grainger told him their studios 
would not require exhibitors to use stereo- 


phonic sound. Mr. Grainger, referring to 
RKO films produced with the Tushinsky 
lens, was reported to have said that stereo- 
phonic sound prints will be supplied only 
when and if a large group of exhibitors re- 
quest them, and then only on an optional 
basis so that prints may be used for conven- 
tional sound as well as stereophonic sound. 


In Line With Policy 


This is in line with the policy announced 
by Paramount last week of providing “di- 
mensional sound” from a single optical sound 
track which can play through one, two ot 
three horns. 

While on the coast Mr. Reade also saw 
a demonstration of the lens invented by 
Robert Gottschalk, described as similar to 
the Tushinsky lens, but not as yet completely 
developed. These lenses, reportedly, will sell 
for $1,100 a pair. 

The Vistavision demonstration at 
mount was conducted on a Trans-Lux Lux- 


Para- 


uria Seamless screen measuring 65 feet wide 
by 35 feet high. 
the new Technicolor process developed for 


Prints used were made in 


photography using negatives of larger than 
standard size. 


Nickolaus Retires 
As MGM Lab Head 


HOLLYWOOD: John M. Nickolaus, after 
30 years as superintendent of MGM’s film 
laboratory, retired over the week-end. He 
has been succeeded by J. E. Tucker, who has 
served as his assistant during the entire 30 
Mr. Nicholaus, credited with many 
improvements to modernize laboratory pro- 


years. 


cedure, has been in the film industry since 
1906. He came to Hollywood in 1909 as 
cameraman and film laboratory head of the 
old Nestor Company and later became di- 
rector of photography at Universal. He 
joined MGM when the studio was founded 
and has been there ever since. The MGM 
film laboratory was built according to his 
design. 


20,000,000 Said to Have 


Seen Bureau of Mines Films 
WASHINGTON: Approximately 20,000,- 
000 persons in schools, colleges and indus- 
trial plants, and at various clubs and also 
on television have seen films circulated dur- 
ing 1953 by the Bureau of Mines, the Gov- 
ernment has estimated. Theefilms are on a 
free loan basis in 40 Alaska, and 
Hawaii. They are in 16 mm and, lately, all 
in color. They are made by industrial firms 
such as Phelps Dodge, Inland Steel, Sinclair 
Refining, and are distributed by the Bureau. 
of Mines. 


To Film Lindbergh Story 
HOLLYWOOD: Jack L. Warner has an- 
nounced that Leland Hayward will produce, 
as a Warner Brothers release, “The Spirit 
of St. Louis,’ the story of Col. Charles 
Lindbergh’s New York to Paris flight and 
the events leading up to it. Billy Wilder 
will write and direct the production, which 
will be made in CinemaScope and Warner- 
Color. 


states, 
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Paramount 
To Sell via 
**Roadshow’”” 


Paramount is going to have a triple fea- 
ture show in each exchange territory. It 
will be called “The Paramount Pictures 
Pageant.” At a theatre in each territory, 
from March 29 through April 2, local exhibi- 
tors will be guests of division and branch 
managers. 

During the mornings, they may see “Ele- 
phant Walk,” in Technicolor, with Elizabeth 
Taylor, Dana Andrews, and Peter Finch. 
During the afternoons, they may see “About 
Mrs. Leslie,” a Hal Wallis picture starring 
Shirley Booth and Robert Ryan. And, also, 
“Knock on Wood,” a Technicolor comedy 
starring Danny Kaye and Mai Zetterling. 

At each show, in a special introductory 
trailer, A. W. Schwalberg, president of the 
Paramount Film Distributing Corporation, 
and Don Hartman, Paramount executive 
producer, will explain the company’s poli- 
cies. Other coming box office “giants” will 
be noted. 

The theatres selected and the day each 
will be taken over for the Pageant will be 
announced shortly by Mr. Schwalberg, it 
was announced. 


Philadelphia Preview Unit 
Pledges Code Support 


A resolution in support of the 
tion Code was unanimously adopted by the 
Philadelphia Motion Picture Preview Group 
at a monthly meeting last week. The res- 
olution declared in part that the officers 
and members “representing women of all 
churches and varied club affiliations, inter- 
ested in and concerned with the press, radio 
and television as well as motion pictures; 


Produc- 


express confidence in the good judgment 
of the directors of the Motion Picture As- 
sociation to keep the Production Code con- 
sonant with public morals and good taste; 
pledging support to those pictures which 
will not lower the normal standards of 
decency and morality.” 


South Carolina House Votes 
Reduction in Theatre Tax 


The South Carolina House of Representa- 
tives voted last week to reduce the tax on 
motion picture theatre seats, cutting the 


annual tax revenue from this source to 
$38,000 a year from the present level of 
about $235,000 a year. A similar bill last 
vetoed by Governor James F. 


year was 


Byrnes. 


Bradford, Pa., Reduces Tax 


The City Council of Bradford, Pa., last 
week voted to cut to five per cent the 10 
per cent city amusement tax instituted in 
1948. Action came after theatres and bowl- 
ing alleys claimed the tax was affecting 
their business. 
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VOLUNTEER GROUP 


SUPPORTS CODE 


The Motion Picture Council for 
Brooklyn, N. Y., a non-sectarian coun- 
cil for volunteers, this week passed a 
resolution expressing its "faith in the 
effective administration of the Pro- 
duction Code by the Motion Picture 
Association." According to Mrs. 
George H. Sutcliffe, chairman, the 
resolution pledged support to those 
pictures bearing a Code seal as a 
“guarantee that such pictures will not 
lower the moral standards of those 
who see them wherever they may be 
shown." 





Yates Hits 
**Mysteria” 
Over Sound 


LONDON: Herbert J. Yates, president of 
Republic Pictures, evoked an enthusiastic 
response from a large audience of exhibitors 
here Wednesday with a forthright denunci- 
ation of the “emotional period of hysteria 


® 


over gadgets and gimmicks we are now pass- 
ing through.” He told exhibitors that Re- 
public had “chosen the middle road”, in that 
all its pictures would be produced without 
stereophonic sound but adaptable to either 
a conventional or limited wide screen. 

He said that Republic had not adopted 
stereophonic sound first, because the cost 
was excessive; second, because existing thea- 
tres are not built appropriately acoustically ; 
and third because “‘stereophonic sound does 
not make a bad picture good or add value so 
far as the public is concerned.” 

The public, he added, has been subjected 
to a worldwide stereophony publicity cam- 
paign, “but they are not interested in sound 
gimmicks provided the picture is good.” The 
worldwide campaign, he said, is likely to 
boomerang into a dangerous state of public 
disappointment. 

The Republic president pleaded for aban- 
donment of the present ‘emotional confusion 
and hysteria” saying that otherwise a split 
market would inevitably develop, reducing 
the output of pictures and bringing ruin to 
the whole industry. 

The question the industry is called upon 
to answer, he said, in cool, sober reflection 
is whether the public will continue to be 
satisfied with conventional sound, hitherto 
successful, or whether they can be dragooned 
into accepting stereophony or “some other 
new contraption.” He said all branches of 
the industry must work together for the suc- 
cess of all. 

His concluding statement that Republic’s 
pelicy will be to continue to service not only 
the big but the small exhibitor brought loud 
cheers. ‘““You have the whip hand,” he told 


the exhibitors. “Use it.” 


Official Hits 
Code Opened 


To Narcotics 


WASHINGTON: 


dustry’s production Code to permit treatment 


“Modernizing” the in- 


of narcotics subjects in motion pictures, as 
advocated by Samuel Goldwyn, would not 
be in the public interest, it was asserted in 
a letter to the producer last Thursday by 
Harry J. Anslinger, U. S. 
Narcotics, which was released at the Treas- 
ury Department. 

On three recent occasions Mr. Goldwyn 


Commissioner of 


publicly has advocated the removal of the 
Production Code’s current ban on the nar- 
The 


first time was over a coast television pro 


cotics theme as production material. 


gram, the second time in a speech at the 
recent Screen Writers Guild annual awards 
dinner in Hollywood and most recently in 
an interview in the “U. S. News and World 
Report.” 

Commissioner Anslinger reminded 
Mr. Goldwyn in his letter that the Produc- 
tion Code was revised in 1946 to permit the 


also 


treatment of narcotics subjects in films and 
the results were so adverse that the Code had 
to be reinstated. He cited similar adverse 
experience with the subject as motion picture 
material in England and named national or- 
ganizations which have taken a strong stand 
against the proposal. 

In his letter to Mr. Goldwyn, Mr. Ans- 
linger said in part: “Judging from the many 
pictures on narcotics that we have reviewed, 
it is our opinion that it is almost impossible 
to produce pictures dealing with the subject 
that do not stimulate undue curiosity or in 
terest concerning the use of and traffic in 
such drugs, inciting to violation of the nar 
cotic and marijuana laws. Experience shows 
that it is clearly not in the public interest to 
feature such a morbid subject as the illegal 
narcotic traffic and addiction. 

“We have been successful in checking the 
trend toward an increase in juvenile nar 
cotic addiction in many places where it has 
been a problem. It would be most unfortu 
nate therefore tor the public welfare if any 
action such as the showing of motion pic- 
tures on narcotics were taken now to endan- 


ger these recent gains.” 


Colfax, Wash., Exhibitor 
Asks City Tax Relief 


Lavance Weskil, owner of the Rose thea 
tre in Colfax, Wash., has appealed to the 
City Council to abolish the five per cent city 
: “in order that I might stay 
He testified that the tax 
levied on the gross box office sales had been 
“No other 
just to 


amusement tax 
in business here.” 


more than $3,000 in recent years. 
business has to pay $3,000 a 


Colfax, and | 


year 


operate in don’t see why | 
should have to,” The city tax on 
an adult ticket amounts to three cents. Fed 


65-cent ticket is 10 


he said. 


eral tax on the some 


cents. 


















“Paramount’s 
Got Plenty Of — 
Big Pictures 
For All Theatres,” 
iGavel hotonbers, 

The Big One They 
All Want 


BOB 


BASIL RATHBO 


Produced by Directed 


PAUL JONES - NORMAN 








Starring 


PE - JOAN FONTAINE 


and Co-starring 


NE - AUDREY DALION : HUGH MARLOWE 


Written for the Screen by 


Based on a Story by 


Z. McLEOD : HAL KANTER ana EDMUND HARTMANN: avsrey wisserc 
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GORILLA vs. HAYS—When his last day 
came for Will Hays out there in Sullivan, 
Indiana, he left behind him one important 
piece of unfinished business—the comple- 
tion of his autobiography, which has tedi- 
ously engaged his attention the last several 
years. It was nearing completion and may 
yet see print. Not so long ago we urged 
upon him the recording of the unique ex- 
perience of being sued by a gorilla. 

The gorilla plaintiff was a participant in 
an action brought by the producers of 
Ingagi,"’ famed if not notorious of "states 
rights roadshow feature’ of 1930; it pur- 
ported to record the adventures of a 
highly scientific expedition to the wilds of 
Africa. Its high point pertained to action 
in which a gorilla snatched away a strug- 
gling and rather slightly clad white girl. 
The Motion Picture Producers and Distribu- 
tors of America, which was having troubles 
enough in those code-making days, ob- 
jected to the point where the gorilla con- 
tingent thought it was put-upon. Of course 
they lost the law suit. Also they got into 
another one and had to pay $150,000 for 
helping themselves to a story, "The Heart 
of Africa’ by one Lady Mackenzie. In 
spite of all that, incidentally, the picture, 
atter all the uproar, went out and made a 


mint of money 


e 
“[ 
iT! 


Arthur Brisbane, the antic editor, once 
reated quite a shindy in print by the ques- 
on of whether or not a good heavyweight 
oxer could lick a gorilla. Will Hays re- 
| did it in court once." 
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NATE'S MEDAL—I+ is pleasant to learn 
that the Department of Commerce has 
bestowed a silver medal for meritorious 
ervice on its film chief of these many 
years, Nathan D. Golden. He is director 
of the division concerned with foreign and 
domestic trade in photographic products. 
Some of us can remember when he was a 
tudious projectionist on his way up. 
Through the years it has been a comfort to 
know that the movie industry had at least 
one friend in Washington all the while. 
“~~ 2 me 
REMEMBERING EDISON—When the Edi- 
assembled at luncheon the 
other day in New York they had a speech 
from Charles E. Wilson, former president 


on Pioneers 


of General Electric and ex-director of 
Defense Mobilization, in which he was 
quoted: 

"Edison was an ordinary man with ex- 
traordinary talents and vision." 

That is going somewhere near the limit 
of current fancy for the political appease- 
ment of the multitudes by bowing to the 
“ordinary man" or "the common man." 
Also it is not clear what Mr. Wilson thought 
he was saying. 

We have had quite enough of the com- 
mon man and/or ordinary men in general. 
They are where all the world's troubles 
come from. Redemption, remedy, social 
salvation even have come only from un- 


commen men. 
* * . * 


The Edison Pioneers were on this oc- 
casion honoring the |07th anniversary of 
Edison's birth. That was an occasion of 
minor biological significance. He had noth- 
ing else to do that day. 

The greatest day in Edison's life, and 
probably the greatest in all applied sci- 
ence, was his delivery of the electric light. 
Nothing else since the remote discovery of 
fire has had so much to do in revolutioniz- 
ing man's environment. When civilization 
was empowered to defy the sunset there 
was the greatest triumph. 


~~ 2 mr 
TELEMETER SIDE-LINES—While we have 
heard much of Telemeter in its adventure 
in television pay-as-you-see picture dis- 
tribution, little has been said of its other 
interesting and important electronic activi- 
ties. With its “yes or no" button on the 
receiving set there seem to be promises of 
service to our national penchant for taking 
all kinds of polls. Probably more im- 
portantly, Telemeter has’ developed new 
methods of extraordinary celerity in sort- 
ing bank checks, charge slips and the like, 
taking off information and sending the 
documents on their way. Also Telemeter is 
building a device with 200,000 magnets in 
it which is to be a supplementary memory 
system for the new Rand Corporation com- 
puter, biggest and fastest in the world, so 
they say. It can remember and read back 
in millionths of a second if there is a hurry. 
This is just another ripple in the wave of 
the Electronic Revolution, which is en- 
countered at every step and turn, every- 
where. 








Offer Stereo 
For Drive-in 


What may be the answer to stereophonic 
sound in drive-in theatres was described in 
New York last week by Claude Ezell, Texas 
drive-in operator, whose organization has 
developed a compact three-horn unit in a 
single speaker. Mr. Ezell, and an associate, 
Albert Reynolds, were in New York to show 
the instrument to 20th-Fox officials, who 
expressed considerable enthusiasm for it. 

The speaker is made of fiber glass and 
weighs 234 pounds. It is 15 inches long, 
six inches in depth and five inches high, 
slightly curved with three cones approxi- 
mately two inches apart. The speaker can 
be suspended from the rear view mirror or 
the defroster ledge of a car by a thin cable 
which is capable of holding a weight of 
500 pounds. The speaker will rest at ap- 
proximately the spot where the radio is 
The three 
horns can be regulated by a single volume 
control and can be used for both stereo and 


now located on the dashboard. 


conventional sound, according to Mr. Ezell. 
The instrument will have its first public 
demonstration in either Corpus Christi or 
Dallas March 16. The Bishop-Green Cor- 
poration will manufacture the equipment. 


Schedule Discussion 


Of Italo-U.S. Pact 


Agreement has been reached on an agenda 
for a new meeting between Eitel Monaco ot 
the Italian government film commission and 
Griffith Johnson of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Association to further discuss a new 
film import and remittance agreement for the 
American industry and Italy, an official of 
Italian Films Export said this week. Date 
and place of the new meeting are expected 
to be set with the return of Eric Johnston, 
Motion Picture Association of America 
president, from South America. The I. F. E. 
spokesman said Mr. Monaco has described 
the talks held heretofore on the new Italo- 
American agreement as having been in a 
“most friendly and cooperative” spirit. 


Defense Short Subject 
Honors Service Women 


“The Price of Liberty,” a new Depart- 
ment of Defense short subject dramatizing 
the role of American women in the Armed 
Services, was screened for the press in 
New York recently. Produced by Warner- 
Pathe News, the film was made with the 
cooperation of the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations and will be distributed 
to theatres March 26 with COMPO aid. 


Selznick Leases Office 


The Selznick Releasing Organization has 
leased the entire top floor of the new 23- 
story, air-conditioned office building being 
completed by Simon Brothers, builders and 
owners, at 477 Madison Avenue, northeast 
corner of East 51st Street, New York City. 
Joseph F. Bernstein was the broker. 
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FIRST BRAZIL FESTIVAL 


BUILDS 


by MARTIN QUIGLEY, JR. 
SAO PAULO: first international 
film festival, held here from February 12 to 


27, with associated celebrations until March 


3razil’s 


4 in Rio, was a remarkable success. 

This film festival was conceived only 18 
months ago as a one-time event forming a 
part of the 400th anniversary of the found- 
ing of Paulo. Unlike the European 
festivals at Venice and Cannes, no prizes 


a0 


were awarded. The problems of selecting 
a qualified soothing 
feelings and calming quick 


Moreover, the 


jury, international 


tempers were 
avoided. decision not to 
single out individual pictures had the effect 
of spotlighting the whole international in- 
dustry and emphasizing the importance of 
motion pictures as entertainment. 


Country’s Progress Shown 


Brazil’s festival was supported financially 
in equal measure by the Federal Govern- 
ment of the country and by the Government 
of the Paulo. had 
been understandably unhappy that the tre- 
there during the 
so was little known abroad. 
film festival 
Over 200 
were amazed at 


state of Sao Brazilians 


mendous progress made 
past decade or 
One 
right 
from a 


purpose of the was to 
this condition. 


score of countries 


delegates 


the modern and rapidly growing cities of 
Sao Paulo and Rio. Following their return 
home they will tell all will listen of 
the industrial revolution which is making 
those cities—and the few hundred miles of 
surrounding territory—the richest and most 


who 


modern area in South America. 

The Brazilian officials and people were 
generous and warm-hearted hosts. The prob- 
lems of conducting a crowded program in a 
Visiting dele- 
gations had to stay at several hotels. 

\ total of 33 features made in 14 coun- 
tries and 61 short subjects produced in 16 


large city were considerable. 


countries were presented as festival attrac- 
tions. In addition as many more were 
shown in special “national days” and in 
of the development of the motion 
A special series was on 
the works of von Stroheim. Educa- 
tional and scientific films were also shown. 


a review 
picture in Brazil. 
Eric 


Americans Are Attraction 


While from 
given enthusiastic receptions, the arrival of 
the group from Hollywood at the end of 
the first week of the festival brought public 
interest to the boiling point. From then on 
the festival and the Hollywood stars were 
the center of all attention in Sao Paulo. The 
response of the Brazilian public, at every 
hour of the day and night and in every 
location, to the appearances of the Amer- 
ican screen personalities was wonderous to 
behold. It enough to convince any 
sceptic or critic that the motion picture’s 
strong as ever. 


stars all the countries were 


was 
appeal is as 


20 


FILM PRESTIGE 


The prestige of the American industry— 
and of the country, too—was enhanced by 
the friendly and hard-working group from 
Hollywood. If members of that roster of 
screen talent ever thought working in Holly- 
wood was tough it would be agreed that the 
hardest day on the set was much easier 
than any one of the crowded festival days. 

Eric Johnston, chief of the U. 
tion, never worked harder for the cause of 
American pictures and better understanding 
in the international film market. It was he 
who called in Rio the first and only gather- 
ing of the leaders of all the countries’ dele- 
gations for an infermal reception and ex- 


S. delega- 


change of views. 
List Hollywood Stars 


The Hollywood delegation included Irene 
Dunne, Fleming, Fontaine, 
Janet Gaynor, June Haver, Ann Miller, 
Jeanette MacDonald, Jane Powell, Barbara 
Robert Jeffrey Hunter, 
Fred McMurray, Walter Pidgeon and Ed- 
Mervin Le 


Rhonda Joan 


Rush, Cummings, 


ward G. Robinson. Roy repre- 
sented directors and producers and held a 
long press conference answering Brazilian 
wide range of 
The Motion Picture Association was 
represented by Robert CofKery, Leo Hoch- 
stetter and Harry Stone, in addition to Mr. 
Johnston. 


and foreign questions on a 
topics. 


Special mention is due Duke Wales, pub- 
licist, Motion Picture Pro- 
manager oil 


Association of 
Luigi Luraschi, 
Paramount west coast foreign department, 
for handling the schedule and transportation 


ducers, and 


for the American delegation. 





So far as the Americans were concerned 
the real guardian angel of the festival was 
Dr. Oswaldo Penido, official of the Brazilian 
Justice Department and member of the fes- 
tival executive committee. Without Dr. 
Penido’s tireless help the festival and the 
stay in Rio could not have been so success- 
ful for the Americans. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that but for his plan- 
ning of movements through the tremendous, 
friendly Rio, the Hollywood 
group’s visit might have been marred by 
serious accident. 


Cite Festival Officials 


The film 
the joint presidency of 


crowds in 


conducted under 
Minister Vincente 
Rao, Ambassador Decio de Moura and Jose 
Joffre da Silva Melo with Jose Goncalves 


festival! was 


de Andrade Figueira as executive secretary. 
Lucidio Ceravolo, owner of Cine Marrocos 
and the one who first discussed in the U. S. 
the possibilities of having the Sao Paulo 
festival, treasurer. Mariano 
Dias de Meneses was in charge of the press 
department and also looked after some of 
the travel arrangements. Deputy head of 
the press department was Oliveiros S. Fer- 
reira. An attractive daily newspaper for 
the festival was edited by Geraldo Alves 
Queiroz and Marcos Margulies. Jorge 
Guilne, a member of the executive com- 
mittee, was the liaison the American 
delegation. 

So far as pictures were concerned, the 
festival presented films of all degrees from 
excellent to poor. No particular trends were 
in evidence, only reaffirmation of the funda- 
that a 
made without a good script and competent 
performers skillfully directed. The Sao 
Paulo festival was more important as a 
meeting ground of film personalities and as 
a demonstration of modern than as 
a showcase for product. 


was Joaquim 


with 


mentals good picture can not be 


Brazil 





Photo by Reed-Jones 


The Marrocos theatre in Sao Paulo on the closing night of the International Film 
Festival. The house is owned by Lucidio Ceravolo. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, MARCH 13, 1954 
































Box Office 


For February. 


Champions 
I934 


The Box Office Champions are selected on the basis of the gross revenue at key city 


theatres throughout the country. 


THE COMMAND 
(Warner Brothers) 
(CinemaScope) 

Produced by David Weisbart. Directed 
by David Butler. Written by Russell 
Hughes. Adaptation by Samuel Fuller 
from a story by James Warner Bellah. 
WarnerColor. Cast: Guy Madison, Joan 
Weldon, James Whitmore, Carl Benton 
Reid, Harvey Lembeck, Ray Teal, Bob 
Nichols, Don Shelton, Gregg Barton. 


THE GLENN MILLER STORY 
(Universal) 

Produced by Aaron Rosenberg. Directed 
by Anthony Mann. Written by Valentine 
Davies and Oscar Brodney. Technicolor. 
Cast: James Stewart, June Allyson, Charles 
Drake, George Tobias, Henry Morgan, 
Frances Langford, Louis Armstrong, Gene 
Krupa, Ben Pollack, Kathleen Lockhart, Bar- 
ton MacLane, Sig Ruman, Archie Savage 
Dancers, The Modernaires, Marion Ross, 
Irving Bacon. 


KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND 
TABLE 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ) 
(CinemaScope ) 

Produced by Pandro S. Berman. Di- 
rected by Richard Thorpe. Written by 
Talbot Jennings, Jan Lustig, Noel Langley. 
Prints by Technicolor. Cast: Robert Taylor, 
Ava Gardner, Mel Ferrer, Anne Crawford, 


Stanley Baker, Felix Aylmer, Maureen Swan- 
son, Gabriel Woolf, Niall MacGinnis. 
(Champion for the second month.) 


THE LONG, LONG TRAILER 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ) 

Produced by Pandro S. Berman. Directed 
by Vincente Minnelli. Written by Albert 
Hackett and Frances Goodrich from a 
novel by Clinton Twiss. Technicolor. Cast: 
Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz, Marjorie Main, 
Keenan Wynn, Gladys Hurlbut, Moroni 
Olsen, Bert Freed. 


MISS SADIE THOMPSON 
(Columbia) 

Produced by Jerry Wald. Directed by 
Curtis Bernhardt. Written by Harry 
Kleiner. Technicolor. Cast: Rita Hayworth, 
Jose Ferrer, Aldo Ray, Russe!l Collins, 
Diosa Costello, Harry Bellaver, Wilton 
Graff, Peggy Converse. 


MONEY FROM HOME 
(Paramount ) 

Produced by Hal B. Wallis. Directed by 
George Marshall. Written by Hal Kanter. 
Adaptation by James Allardice and Hal 
Kanter from a story by Damon Runyon. 
Technicolor. Cast: Dean Martin, Jerry 
Lewis, Marjie Miller, Pat Crowley, Richard 
Haydn, Robert Strauss, Gerald Mohr, Shel- 
don Leonard, Romo Vincent. 





Compiete Interrogatories 


In Government | 6mm Suit 

HOLLYWOOD: With all 12 defendants in 
the Government’s 16mm suit having com- 
pleted and turned in their interrogatories, 
totaling bulk that will require weeks to read, 
next step in the 
which was instituted in July, 1952, will be 


the Government's case, 
the taking of depositions from officials of 
defendant principally in New 
York, according to James McGrath, Govern- 
Mr. 
that 
no instructions concerning possible review 


companies, 


ment counsel in charge of the case. 


McGrath said, in reply to questioning, 
or dropping of the case, as rumored in 
Washington, have been received. 


"Black Lagoon'’ Opens 
In New England 


More than 100 theatres in the 
New Haven exchange territories are partici- 
pating in the saturation territorial launching 
of Universal-International’s new 3-D horror 
film fron: the Black Lagoon,” 


3oston and 


“Creature 


starting Tuesday, March 16, at the Para- 
mount and Fenway theatres in Boston. A 
total of 17 territorial saturation openings 
around the country are set for March and 
April following the record business of the 
picture last month in its Detroit territorial 
playoff. Television, radio and 
newspapers are being used to provide the 
widest possible promotional impact for 
the picture in the six-state area of Maine, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
theatres participating in the openings are 


saturation 


where the 


located. 


To Reopen New York House 


extensive 


Closed for four months for 
alterations, the Fifth Avenue Cinema, for- 
merly the Playhouse, Fifth Avenue near 
12th Street, New York, will reopen March 
2° as an art-film house under the auspices 
of a new ownership and management, Pathe 
Cinema, the French film company, which 
owns and operates the Paris theatre in New 
York. 


Fight State 
*Tightening™ 
Censor Law 


The industry in New York early 
week was prepared to oppose the proposed 
changes in the New York State laws seek- 
ing to “tighten” the definition of “immor- 
ality.” 

In line with its opposition to all forms 
of state cexvership, the Motion Picture As- 
sociation of America sent Manning Clag- 


this 


gett, associate public relations director, to 
Albany. Also Arthur L. Mayer, president 
of the Independent Motion Picture Distribu- 
tors Association, asked for the privilege to 
be heard by the legislative committee con- 
ducting hearings on the two proposed bills. 
It was understood the Assembly Judiciary 
Committee early in the week was to consider 
both bills aimed at meeting the objections 
of the U. S. Supreme Court ruling on “M” 
and “La 

On Tuesday, however, Philip J. O’Brien, 
ae. attorney for the MPAA, succeeded in 
getting the Judiciary Committee to delay 


Ronde.” 


action on the controversial measures for a 
day, but the group was scheduled to report 
the principal bill Wednesday, as amended to 
a few minor objections. An attempt 
was made to get both bills killed. Mr. 
O’Brien said the language in the bill at- 
tempting to define the word “immoral” was 
sO vague in that it gave a 
censor potentially broader power. 
Meanwhile the New York State Council 
of Churches, a Protestant group, announced 
its approval of the proposed Brydges-Fitz- 
a general ap- 


meet 


several cases 


patrick bill which proposes 
roach to the clarification of “immoral” in 
the state film licensing law. The Council, 
through its legislative committee, said it con 
sidered that 
definition” is contained in the proposed bill. 

The Brydges-Fitzpatrick bill, which con- 
tains the short, general definition, is said to 
be favored by the state administration, while 
the State Education Department reportedly 
favors the longer, specific definition con- 


“a reasonable and acceptable 


tained in the other measure. 


Quarterly Ticket Tax 
Total $87,626,263 


WASHINGTON: General 
collections in the quarter ended December 
31, 1953, totaled $87,626,263, the Internal 
Revenue Service reports. Most of this re- 
flected taxes actually paid at the box office 
during July, August and September last 
year. Total collections for the comparable 
months of 1952 were $91,539,221. There is 
some question as to just how comparable 
the figures are, due to a change in reporting 
requirements last year from a monthly to a 
quarterly basis. Collections for the quarter 
ended September 30, 1953, were put at 
$47,967,338 by the Service. The low figure 
was due to the switch to the new quarterly 
basis. 


admission tax 
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WILL HAYS DIES AT 74: 






RAISED FILM STATURE 


Political Leader, Lawyer, 
He Gave a New Vitality 
to Screen When Needed 


SULLIVAN, IND.: Will H. Hays, former 
president of the Motion Picture Producers 
and Distributors of America, died at his 
home here Sunday, March 7, of a heart ail- 
ment. He was 74 years of age. 

A memorial 
Sullivan County Bar Association, of which 
Mr. Hays was a member, was held at the 
court house here Wednesday at 2 P.M., 
followed by Presbyterian 


service sponsored by the 


services at the 
Church of Sullivan at 4 P.M. Burial 
in the family plot at the Sullivan Cemetery. 
At his bedside at his death were his wife, 


Was 


Jessie, and his son by a previous marriage, 
Will H. Hays Jr., professor of English at 
Wabash College. 


Served 23 Years as Head 
Of Industry’s MPPDA 


One time Republican National Chairman 
and Postmaster General, Mr. Hays served 
for 23 years as MPPDA head for the in- 
dustry. 

The MPAA was represented at the serv- 
ices by two former associates of Mr. Hays, 
Sidney Schreiber, MPAA general counsel, 
and Jack Bryson, legislative assistant. Eric 
Johnston, MPAA president, was in Argen- 
tina concluding an extended Latin American 
trip. In a statement, he said: “The death of 
Will Hays is a great loss to our country and 
industry, both of which he served so faith- 
fully and so well. During the long years that 
he headed our Association, Mr. Hays made 
invaluable and lasting contributions to the 
success, the welfare of the 
He always set his sights 


progress and 
motion picture. 
high and his accomplishments will always be 
a living monument to his memory. We shall 
miss him.” 

Tributes to Mr. Hays’ memory and ac- 
complishments were paid by hundreds in the 
industry, in public, political, legal and busi- 
ness circles, in all of which he was well 
known. In Hollywood the Association of 
Motion Picture Producers issued a tribute. 


by TERRY RAMSAYE 

Will H. Hays has gone across the last 
horizon to become a great tradition of the 
motion picture world, and as one to be re- 
membered long in the interior political annals 
of his country. 

This Hays was well near the perfect type- 
of the 100 per with 
heritage, traits, concentrated to the 


form cent American, 
skills 
point of symbolism. He was canny, ambi- 
tious, aggressive, as indigenous as apple pie. 
But beyond that he brought to his labors an 
adroit unrelenting patience and an extraor- 
technique of indirection, 


dinary cunning 


With that lie served this industry, his coun- 
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WILL H. HAYS 


try, his Presbyterian conscience, and the 
Republican Party. 

He did not always do the best he knew, 
but always the best he could. He made more 
motion picture history than he shall ever be 
accredited with. -He devoted nearly half of 
lifetime to the 
screen institution. 

In his 


a working service of the 


Mr. 


“czar ot the 


world fame Hays was long 


known as the movies.” He 
never was, but his thoughtful apparent ac- 
ceptance of the title was part of the intricate 
strategy that his working role required. 


To take and Will 


Hays, one must turn to the scene of his nur- 


measure understand 
ture, the verdant, fertile, vital Hoosier coun 
He came of the soil of Indiana. It was 
there that American politics had come to 
he stirring 


try. 


vigorous formative evolution in 
days of William Harrison, who became ninth 
President, with the historic slogan of “Tip 
pecanoe-and-Tyler-too,” 


Came from a Land of 
Pioneering Adventure 


It was the land of pioneer adventure, where 
old Vincennes was the gateway to the open- 
ing West. 


as the nation 


Wagon trails grew into railways 
was in the making. It is a 


country famed in song and story, living in 


nostalgic memory in the verse of James 
Whitcomb Riley ; 
of Tailholt’s good enough for me” in tribute 
Haute; the 


Dresser about 


remember his ‘‘Little Town 


to Terre mellow old refrain 
from Paul 
agleaming on the banks of the Wabash, far 


in the merry fancies of George Ade 


“the candlelight’s 


away”; 
and the romantic novels of Booth Tarking- 
ton. All deep in the heart of America, 
Hoosierland and the Will Hays country. 
Down at Sullivan the leading lawyer of 
the region was John Hays. He was a com 


rade in politics of Benjamin Harrison, 


grandson of William, and twenty-third 


President of the United States. !t was that 


Harrison who offered John Hays a Cabinet 
post, refused because “Sullivan is goed 
enough for me.” 
Won College Oratorical 
Honors at Age of 16 

Out there at Wabash College our Will 
H. Hays so early as age 16 won oratorical 
honors. He was in politics all his lite. The 


fact is he probably cast his first vote just 


a few hours before he was of ag \nvway 


it was close. Even before he started his legal 


career in his father’s office he became a 
Republican precinct committee man in Sul 
livan County. From that he went on t 


chairman of the county committee, and on 
through chairmanships, the County Com 
mittee, the Congressional District Commit 
tee, the Speakers’ 


Committee, the 


Bureau, Republican State 
Republican State 
Committee, the Indiana State 
Defense, then to chairman of the Republican 


National 


Central 
Council of 


Committee. 


That was recognition. “Things do not 
just happen in this world,” he observed, 
“they are brought about.” He was far tor 
discreet to add that the formula could be 


reversed SO things did not happe a He had 


important abilities in both directions 


He was. still somewhat that regional 
leader from Sullivan, when the state Re 
publican party met a shattering defeat at 
the polls, and stood in great need of some 
one to pick up the | ieces and restore ordet 


He announced a rallying dinner and cast 


about for a speaker outside the disordered 
machine. Some one suggested a Senator 
from solid neighboring Ohio, Warren G 


Harding, the publisher of the “Marion Stat 
Mr. Hays, 


with uncertainty, invited him to 


the center of the speakers’ table at the hope 
ful dinner. 

The first speaker was dull and sat down 
to a perfunctory patter of applause. Then 
an unhappy hush, of only seconds perhaps, 
but a long pause to the anxious Hays, fell 


over the assemblage 
The Launching of Drive to 
Make Harding President 


Out in front at a center table sat a tanned, 


hard faced country figure from the wilds of 
Spencer County, a keen spitter and a sharp 
critic. He was looking Harding ove 

audible across. th 


“Well, the s.o.b 
Chat got 


In a stage whisper 


whole room, he remarked 
looks Senator, 


the big hand of the day 


like a anyway.” 


Mr. Hays noted with interest. The time 


was to come when he would one day put 
nd 1 

Senator Harding on his front porch at 
Marion to campaign from a rocking chan 


(Continued on page £9) 
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HAYS DIES 
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by looking like a President. 
sitting there. 


Hays kept him 
There were no gala tours, no 
whistle stops. But there were lots of pic- 
It is parenthetically to 
that the 


contact was Charles C 


tures and movies. 


Republican movie 


Pettijohn, an am 


be mentioned 


bidextrous Democrat from Indianapolis. He 


was the right bower confidant of Tom Tag- 
owner of Pluto water 
French Lick. Charlie 


confidential custodian of 


gart, Democratic boss, 
and overlord of was 
To! Taggart the 


the black 
remember.” He 


boxes and the figures “I do not 


fellow who 


and he 


was a handy 


could help make things happen 


helped H Ry¥S. 


More of a Triumph for 
Hays Than Harding 


landslic 
in the minds of the political strate- 
Hays than for 


The compaign was a success. 
It was 
gists more a triumph for 
Harding 

March 
Postmaster 


Mr. Hays 


In due 
21, 1921, 


General by 


season, which its to say 
Mr. Hays was made 
President Harding. 
was then 41 years old 

In a few swift months he brought notable 
Post Office Department, 


remember, was in 


reforms into the 
which as all 
istrous ill 


may 
repair. 


In this period the motion picture industry 


State 


was becoming acutely aware of a bad 
of public relations and many problems ot 


disordet 


Che condition was unhappily most 


based on scandals high and 


considerably 


low, east and west. affronting American 


mores. The time was ripe for rescue and 


Meanwhile Mr. 


motion picture 


remedy Pettijohn had en- 
tered the 


1 


a lawvel 


scene initially as 
nd presently in close contact with 
Selznick. One Mr. Pettijohn 
had “a birthday” and gave a luncheon party 
in New York with the motion picture chief- 
and Will Hays up Washington 
There were many meetings after 


1922, Mr. Hays 


Lewis J day 


tains from 
Ss guests. 
that. 
in otter 
March 4 


the newly 


accepte 


January 14 


1922, Mr. Hays as president of 
tormed Motion 
and Distributors of America, Inc.., 
offices in New York’s Fifth Avenue. 
salary was $100,000 a year, just for a 


It got decidedly later. He 
home, 


Picture Producers 
opened 

His 
start. 
bigger drew ex- 


penses when he was away from home 


being Sullivan, Indiana. 
Was a Good Time for Him 
To Be Leaving Washington 


this was a good time 
Washington 


“Ohio gang” 


Coincidence or not, 
for Mr. Hays to be leaving 
ind the Administration. The 
was making plans. When pressed by inquiry, 
later, Mr. 


pre-intormation ot 


years Hays said he had had no 


what was coming and 
his move was by no design of escape. If 


first and only time 


correct. this was the 
he was ever in a state of such unawareness. 
] 


One of the first and significant 


ot Mr Hays’ 


toward improvement of the 


highly 
office 
Status 


efforts in his new was 


financial 


26 


of the motion picture and creation of a 
The 


Reserve 


sound bank credit position. 
of the New York Federal Bank 
gave him a luncheon. Within three months 
of Hays in office the film companies had 
established bank credit. That 
He demonstrated. 


governor 


made an im- 
pression. 
In that same 1 


censorship 


922, when the industry was 
before the 
legislatures of thirty-two states, Hays turned 
deteat of the 
Massachusetts. 


beset by measures 


the tide by 
key state, 

\n account of the achievements and move- 
ments of the Hays office, 1922-1945, would 
be a shelf-long history of the era. It is 
little understood but 
stitutions of the industry, while taking their 


movement in the 


many functioning in 
origin from Mr. Hays and his office, have 
had in tact no legal connection with them, 
including such Hollywood organizations as: 
Motion Picture Pro 
Bureau, Call Bu 


\ssociation of 
Central 
reau, Labor Committee, sometimes called the 
Pat © New York the 
Copyright Bureau. Mr. Hays 
knew the under 
standing of the related 
His 
trade association was never successfully at- 
tacked as a 
trust.” 


The 
ducers, Casting 


asey office, and in 
Protection 
and was far more 
Sherman Act 


matters than his crents proved 


law, 
and 
to be. 
member or implement of “the 
That was a miracle. 
Received a Five-Year Pact 
Carrying Until 1950 

last 
\ssociation expired. It 


In September 1945, Mr. Hays 
as president of the 


term 


was in effect a serverance pay arrangement 


then received a five-veat contract 


half 


for advice. 


when he 
for a total fee of 
be available 


a million dollars, to 

\fter 1950 he had 
no official relation to the industry. H« 
official 
several large industrial enterprises, and was 
still the 
Sullivan, 


con 


tinued in various connections with 


ictive senior of Havs «\ Havs ol 


had offices in Sulli- 


York’s 


Indiana. He 
van, Indianapolis and New Rocke- 
feller Center. 
Will surveyed tl 
his last years with composure, living mostly 


up in the Wal- 


visits 


troubled world through 


in his expansive suite high 


dort Towers, with occasional “home” 


in Indiana. 


Eight Companies Sign 
Contracts with H-63 


Eight film companies have signed pacts 


with home office employees with raises rang- 
ing trom $4 to $5.50 per week and uniform 
paid holidays written into 1954-55 contracts, 
Russell M. Moss, executive vice-president of 
Motion Picture Home Office Employees, 
H-63, IATSE, announced in New York this 
wee k. 

been signed with Para- 
mount, Universal-International, United Art- 
ists, 20th Century-Fox, Republic Pictures, 
Film RKO 


Contracts have 


Consolidated Industries, and 
Service Corp. 

All the contracts between union and filn 
Aug. 31, 1955, so 
that negotiations for the new contracts could 
I basis, the union 


pe On an 
executive stated, in announcing the decision 


companies will expire on 
industry wide 


with respect to the contract. 


Eberson,. Top 
Architect. 79 





by the Herald 


JOHN EBERSON 


John Eberson, noted theatre architect, died 

in a convalescent Kent, 

March 5, at the age of 79, after a long ill 

ness. 
Mr. 


the gaudy Twenties 


home at Conn., 


Eberson was the theatre architect of 
The houses were palaces 
evocative of medieval and romantic times. 
Later, in line with the times, he and his son 


New York firm, 


architects-engi- 


Drew as the well-known 


John an 


neers, 


Drew Eberson, 
theatres 
as well. Newsreel 
Theatre, Newark; the Metropolitan, at Park- 
York; and work 
in Mexico City and Caracas, Venezuela. 
Among the hundreds of theatres Mr. Eber- 
built, 


Paradise, 


designed the most modern 


Recent products are the 


chester, in the Bronx, New 


son some famous ones are Loew’s 


in the Bronx; Loew's Valencia, in 
Jamaica, both in New York; and the Rex, 
Paris. 

\ native of 
1901. 


was in St. Louis; 


\ustria, Mr. Eberson 
His first 
thence he operated from 
New York. He a member of the Mo- 
tion Picture Pioneers, the American Institute 
ot Architects, the Architectural League, the 
\rchitects, and the Building Con- 
New York. During World War 
was with the War Production Board. 


widow, 


came 


here in architectural firm 


Was 


Society ot 
gress Ot 
I], he 
He leaves his Beatrice; son, 
daughters, Mrs. L. E. 
and Mrs. C. A. 


Drew; and two 


Mohr, 
Pittsburgh. 


Chicago; Brassert, 


Quit TV Station 

HARTFORD: Matthew 
Motion Pictures for Television Corp. ; Lewis 
son of Nate Blumberg, Uni- 


Fox, president of 


F. Blumberg, 
chair- 
for the past eight 


versal-International Pictures board 
Basil Estreich, 


years associated with Mr, Fox, have with- 


man, and 


drawn their interests in a projected tele- 
at Bridgeport, Conn., WSJL- 
Harry 


vision outlet 
TV, with 
business man, acquiring full control. 


Liftig, Ansonia, Conn., 
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C.E.A. ATTACKS 
STEREOPHONY 


Britain’s Exhibitor Group 
Demands Test Because 
of Cost for New Sound 

by PETER BURNUP 

LONDON: On 


jual general meeting the 


of the C.E.A. an- 
\ssociation’s off- 
forthright attack on 
20th-Fox’s attitude toward stereophony and 


the eve 


‘ers have delivered i 
Cinema scope 


The document opens with an account of 
he proceedings of the now famous meeting 
f exhibitors with Mr. Skouras February 
10, concluding the summing up of 
J. W. president, in these words: 
“Mr. Skouras said that he has made tests 


ind 1s 


with 
Davies, 


satisfied that stereophonic sound is 
vastly superior and essential.” 
Say Tests Wanted 

“We say we 


know what the public think, because we must 


want tests and we want to 
faced with an 


this 


not forget that we are enor- 


mous financial commitment in matte 


of stereophonic sound.” 

Having quoted at length a report of an 
iddress given by Walter Reade, Jr., at the 
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, February 1, 
the document f7o0es O1 : 


Your officers endorse the 


summing-up ol 


dent. Never before has a meeting 


been so unanu us in 


Mr. Spv1 


1 
reophonic 


declining to accept 
personal assurance that 
for the 


CinemaScope 


s Skouras’ 
sound was. essential 
successful presentation of 
Why, exhibitors ask, if Mr. 
he not back his opinion by a test? 
ipprehends that it might yield a 


Skouras is so 
sure, does 
Mayb« 
ontrary answet 
The docu proceeds to discuss events 
quent to Skouras meeting, 


ent by John Davis 


subse quoting 
“As far as We 
from the public reaction, they 


stereophonic sound; that it 


have 
ppreciated 


added to the value 


entertainment 
Discuss World “Squeeze” 


The document discusses the future produc 
that Warne1 


and othe Ts will be 


on situation and 


Parat 


pared to trade this side on single-track terms. 


suggests 


Brothers nount pre- 


“At the moment,”’ it Says, officers do 
not know 11 


yroduction 


“yout 

(American 
attempt a 
| hey would probably 


i sufficient number of 


| companies would 
} 


vorld-wide ‘squeeze.’ 


ruin themselves in the process and it is not 
upposed that any solidarity between them 
five minutes. 


last for more than 


“This policy 


W yuld 
may be designed for sales 
purposes in the U.S.A. where conditions are 
somewhat different to those in this country, 
but the fact remains that the number of in- 

C.M.A.’s 75, plus 
installed 
ited 


stallations here will be 


others are elsewhere. 


thus be a very 111 


whatever 
There will 


market in 


this country for any CinemaScope process 
pictures dependent upon stereophonic sound.” 

The document insists that credit facilities 
are not connected with its immediate point. 
“Tt is not the main factor for those exhibi- 
tors who are concerned with the high cost 
of stereophonic sound which credit facilities 
would make dearer.” 


Is Called Unnecessary 


these terms: “In regard 


to stereophonic sound for a very large num- 


It concludes in 


ber of cinemas, your officers on the evidence 
before them of what has happened in Amer- 
ica, are convinced that it is both unneces- 
sary and costly 

“This opinion is confirmed by the unwill- 
ingness of 20th Century-Fox to arrange a 
test. Should a genuine test be held, and the 
results the 
would accept the verdict. 


Wait and see.”’ 


prove contrary, your officers 


Their advice is: 

Senior 20th-Fox officials here continue to 
withhold comment on Wolfe Cohen’s dra- 
matic announcement that Warners will of- 
fer all their CinemaScope product to Brit- 
ish exhibitors with either full stereophonic 
sound or with 

One 20th 
mented: “If the news of Warners is true it 


a single optical sound track. 
spokesman, however, com- 
will obviously be a great disappointment to 
When Mr. Skouras was here 
we understood the position to be that ‘Com 


my company. 


mand’ might be offered in alternate form in 
view of the circumstance that the picture 
Scope, but that for the succeeding 
Warners would insist on full ste-eophonic 


pictures 


sound.” 
Technicolor Profit Up 


The directors of Technicolor, Limited, are 
recommending a final dividend for the year 
to November 30, 1953, of 15 per cent, which 

ith the dividend of 10 cent 


interin 


per 


nakes a total of 25 per cent, compared with 


20 per cent in the previous year. 
the £905,696 
st £780,012 for the year to November 
A total of 
ferred to general reserve 
£211,246 to be 
£183,862. 


Gross profit for year was 
£200,000 was trans- 
£100,000, 


forward, 


against 
leaving carried 
igainst 
The Council of the British Film Academy 
for 1953: 
best film from any source, “Jeux Interdits,” 
best British 
documentary film, 
Named best British actress was 
Audrey Hepburn for “Roman Holiday” ; 
best British actor, John Gielgud, “Julius 
Leslie Caron, 
Brando, 


has made the following awards 


film, “Genevieve”; 


“The 


French; 
best Conquest of 


Everest.” 


: best foreign actress, 


best foreign actor, Marlon 


Caesar”’ 
“Til”: 


“Julius Caesar,” and most promising new- 


comer, Norman Wisdom, “Trouble — in 
Store.” Certificates of Merit were given to 
“A Queen Is Crowned” and “Elizabeth Is 
Queen.” 


British Bill 
Would Form 
TV Authority 


LONDON: The Television Bill, presented 
to Parliament last week, proposes to estab- 
lish an “independent television authority” 
which will 
vertisements at first in 
don, Birmingham and Lancashire—covering 
some 45 per cent of the potential public. 
The Authority will be appointed by the 
and 


broadcast programmes and ad- 


three areas—Lon- 


Postmaster General will consist of a 
chairman, a deputy chairman, and from five 
three 


Scotland, 


to eight other members, of whom 
will represent the 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Responsibility for the 


left to the Authority but the bill provides 


interests of 
programmes 1S 


that the latter must comply with the general 
requirments concerning the content and tone 
of the and the length, 
ment and type of ads. 

Contracts between the Authority 
‘programme contractors” will be subject to 


prograinmes place- 


and 


rules still to be made but they will, in any 
the Authority to 
vance for scripts and details of advertise- 
the 
contract may, 
£500, and 


fences a contract may be suspended 


C.E.A. Elects C. H. Whincup 
President for 1953-54 


LONDON: The annual general 
Exhibitors Association 
H. Whincup 
for the 
Whincup, 
this year’s Robert H. 
Godfrey. Mr. Whincup, who was chairman 
oro. E.. A.’s and District Branch 
in 1952-53, controls 14 theatres in York- 
shire. Mr. Godfrey was : 
E. A.’s North Western 


is joint director 


event, enable call in ad- 


technical arrangements. 


bill, 


after three of- 


ments and 


Breaches of under the 


result in a fine of 


meeting of 
the Cinematograph 
here this week elected Claude 
president to succeed J. W. Davies 
term. Named to succeed Mr 


lent, 


new 
vice-presi was 


Leeds 


chairman of C. 
1948-50 and 


Cheshire 


Branch 
managing 
County Cinemas, Ltd. 


California Exhibitor Group 


Urges Stereo Sound Tests 

HOLLYWOOD: Harry Arthur, Jr., chair- 
the Southern California Theatre 
Owners Association, Wednesday released 
the a 1,200-word letter to Spyros 
Skouras challenging 20th-Fox policy on 4- 
track sound. He Mr. Skouras to 
“spot-test one-track versus four-track sound, 


man of 
text of 
urged 
and judge results from the point of view of 
aid to all.” Mr. Arthur declared that Cin- 
emaScope has infused new life into the film 
industry and should be made available to as 


many exhibitors and patrons as possible. 
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IN OVER 200 New ENGLAND 
SITUATIONS WALT DiSNEY'S 
PINOCCHIO’ BEATS THE 
RECORD SET BY THE 
FORMER CHAMPION 

WALT DISNEY'S" 


‘SNOW LL if 


<i 


| Here are just 2 


MEMORIAL, Boston, Mass. $30,705. 











KEITH, Lowell, Mass. $7,106. 


ALBEE. ProvidencejRilian. 1.0. so. 6 $17,193. W 

OPERA HOUSE, Bellows Falls, Vt. . . . $762. ALT - 
CENTER, Fall River, Mass. j j DISNEY S 
EMPIRE, New Bedford, Mass ; : The Adventures of 


STRAND, South Bridge, Mass : ; & € 
OLD COLONY, Plymouth, Mass Pinocchio 
PARAMOUNT, Brattleboro, Vt. color by 
PARAMOUNT, Newport, R. I. 123. TECHNICOLOR 


MAGN ET, Cla remont, ee Copyright Walt Disney Productions 











FCC APPROVES 
290 STATIONS 


Reports TV Broadcasting 
in 223 Locations Feb. 1; 
Sets in 58% of Homes 

WASHINGTON As of 


total of 590 stations 
authorized by the 


February 1, a 
television had 
Federal Communications 


been 


(Commission, 

Of this total, 108 were authorized and on 
the air before the television freeze was lifted 
1952, and another 482 were author- 


The Com- 


in June, 
ized after the was lifted. 
of the T\ 
as of February 1, gave no total 
number of stations actually on the 
that stations were actually 

r that date in 223 different 


ireeze 


mission, in a rundowt broadcast- 
ing stations 
of the 

air, but said 


broadcasting as of 


communities 
1,204 New Applications 


freeze was lifted, the FCC said, 
1,204 applications have been filed for new 
rV stations. Ot 
grants, including 45 grants subsequently sur- 

(nother dismissed, 
withdrawn, which left 321 pending 
of this month. All but 
of these pending applications are involved 


Since the 


these, 527 were given 


rendered 356 were 
denied or 
s beginning 
52 
competitive applications. 
[he report said that of the 1,204 applica- 
1,159 commercial stations 
45 for stations. The 1,159 
] 


ercial applications were for 595 avail- 


tions, 


were for 
educational 
stations. The 45 educational applica- 
involved 44 available stations 
the 482 ( the 
was lifted, 453 were commercial and 
l FCC said 

[he Commission stated that pending ap- 
plications another 157 potential 
grants. Taking these 157 together with the 
108 pre-freeze and the 482 post-freeze sta- 
tions, the total of present and potential sta- 
tions as of Feb. 1 was 747, the report pointed 


stations approved since 


7 


) were educational, the 


involv: 


32 Have VHF and UHF 


Only 32 communities have both VHF and 
UHF stations 


the Commission 


broadcasting 
Another 120 
munities now have VHF only and 71 com- 
have UHI 


(According to 


actually now, 


said. com- 
munities only. 
released last week 
by the CBS Television Network, 58 per cent 
of the nation’s families—27,506,500 out of 
47,191,500—own television sets. The same 
survey, prepared for CBS by the A. C. Niel- 
sen Company, reports that 1, 774,690 families 
now own UHF sets 

The CBS 
survey of 100,000 families selected by area 
sampling techniques. Conducted in 
one of the country’s 3,070 counties, the sur- 


survey 


report is based on an actual 
every 


vey is said to be the largest ever undertaken 
in the history of television. 


30 





PAPERS GENEROUS 


TO TV STATIONS 


WASHINGTON: Exhibitors eying the 
money they must spend on local news- 
paper advertising may well wonder what 
radio and television stations have that the- 
atres don't have. A poll taken by the Na- 
tional Association of Radio and Television 
Broadcasters indicates that only 27 per 
cent of all stations are asked to pay local 
newspapers for carrying broadcasting logs. 
The others get this service from the papers 
free. Of the 27 per cent of the stations 
asked to pay, about half are actually pay- 
ing. The other half are not paying and 
are using direct mail, broadcast, promotion 
and other methods of their own to convey 
log information to the public. One-fourth 
of the stations paying for newspaper space 
are newspaper-owned. 





The shows that of all the states, 
New Jersey has the highest penetration of 
television set-ownership,. with 88 per cent. 
Montana has the 
The geographic area with the highest pene- 
tration is the Middle Atlantic States (New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania) with 78 
per cent. The the the 
Mountain States (Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, 
Wyoming) with 32 per cent. 

New York state the 
ownership with 3,712,620, followed by Cali- 
fornia with 2,809,640, and Pennsylvania with 
2,276,640. Wyoming has the lowest with 
6,750 families 

Other states topping the million mark are 
Ohio with 1,957,490, Illinois with 1,862,390, 
Michigan with 1,417,930, New Jersey with 
1,374,790, Massachusetts with 1,109,610, and 
Texas with 1,068,520. 


survey 


lowest, with five per cent. 


lowest is area of 


has greatest set- 


Native Films Gain Screen 
Time in British Houses 


LONDON: The Board of 
Branch, operation of the 
“Quota Acts” relating to the distribution 
and exhibition of films for the year ended 


September 30, 195 


Trade, Films 


reporting on 


fil 
3. has announced that the 
British 
was 28 per cent for first 


average proportion of films shown 
during the 
feature and 26 per cent for the supporting 
film. This 
cent and 24 per cent, respectively, for 
the 4,460 returns 
board, 414 were entirely 
exempted quota restrictions. Of the 
remainder, failed to achieve the 
scribed 30 per cent first feature quota and 
1,626 failed to achieve the prescribed 25 
per cent for supporting programme feature. 


period 


programme compares with 27 
per 
the previous year. Of 
received by the 
irom 


&84 pre- 


"Robe," "Cruel Sea'’ Win 
Foreign Critics’ Honors 


Twentieth Century-Fox’s first Cinema- 
Scope production, ‘““The Robe” has been 
voted the best film of 1953 in the twelfth 
annual poll conducted by the Foreign 
Language Press Film Critics’ Circle of New 
York, representing 25 newspapers printed in 
19 different languages. The announcement 
was made last week on a special radio pro- 
gram over radio station WNYC following 
tabulation of the balloting of critics of 70 
foreign language papers in major cities 
across the country. Dr. Nathan Swerdlin, 
editor of the “Day-Journal,” and president 
of the Film Critics’ Circle, announced the 
winner of the race for best British film of 
1953: Universal - International’s release 
“The Cruel Sea,” and the best foreign film 
in a language other than English: “The 
Little World of Don Camillo,” distributed 
in this country by Italian Films Export. 


UA to Get Three New 


Jane Russell Pictures 

United Artists closed negotiations 
with the Russ-Field Corporation for the 
release of six motion pictures, three of which 


has 


will star Jane Russell, it is announced jointly 
by Arthur B. Krim, president of United 
\rtists, and Robert Waterfield, president of 
Russ-Field. The six pictures are to be made 
and United Artists over the 
next Negotiations are under 


delivered to 
three 
way for important stars to be signed for the 


years. 


three pictures in which Miss Russell will 
not The deal, under which United 
Artists participates in the financing as well 
as the profits, has been in negotiation among 
Miss Russell’s attorneys, Sam Zagon and 
Stan Keller, and her agent, Lou Wasserman, 
and Robert F. Blumofe, vice-president in 
charge of United Artists West Coast oper- 
ations, since her contract with RKO expired 
early last month. 


Jones’ suite. Allied 
Office, Lost in Fire 


ELMA, IA. 


appear. 


Charlie Jones’ Dawn Theatre 
and all of the office equipment of Allied 
Independent Theatre Iowa- 
Nebraska-Mid-Central were destroyed in a 


Owners of 


fire which razed seven other business estab- 
and nine here. Mr. 
Jones, secretary of the national Allied unit, 
said he 


lishments dwellings 
didn’t know whether he would re- 
build or not, much depending on the plans of 
adjacent merchants. the fire 
One full block on both sides 
of the street was wiped out. 


The cause of 
is not known. 


Eastman Kodak Pays Its 
Largest Wage Dividend 


ROCHESTER, N. Y.: 


dividend in Eastman Kodak history has been 


The largest wage 


the 
will 


distributed to 
About 54,000 estimated 
$24,750,000. Eligible persons will receive 
$27.75 for each $1,000 earned at Kodak dur- 
ing the five years 1949-1953. Last year’s 
total payment was approximately $22,600,- 
000 at a rate of $27.50 per $1,000. 


company’s employees. 


receive an 
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make 2 mint with his 
to standees at 


Walter Winchell 


..oW. Wanger will 


ell Block y i Ay Played 


exciting movie, “Riot In C 
1 week.-«- 


the Mayfair al 


There’s An 
10t 
PNLT Ye. MRR ce 8 RIOT Brewing! W 
i ROW IN THE DUST’ In = pa for 
chnicolor! 





by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywoed Editor 


Last week’s contiguous announcements 
of VistaVision and SuperScope upset apple 
carts all over Hollywood. Production people 
of high estate and low had take 
stock their merchandise and its 


packaging. Gone between one noon and the 


now to 
anew ot 


next was the relatively simple choice of four 


available shapes—standard, wide-screen, 
CinemaScope, 3-D—that had come into ac- 
twelvemonth of 
stead had 


been presented a choice of dimensions and 


ceptable during a 


usage 
technological turbulence. In its 
directions, from 
standard to whatever width and height the 
individual architecture of a theatre 


shapes ranging, in all 
given 
might accommodate. 


Big and Many-Sided 
Thing to Think About 


This a big and many-sided thing to 
think about—to think about carefully and 
long—but one big point had been made con- 
The had 
launched upon a policy of big-bigger-biggest 
This 


engaged in 


Was 


spicuously clear: industry been 


screen competition had big impor- 


tance for everybody making 
pictures 


With the 


by Paramount, 


announcement of VistaVision 
’ and the announcement by 
Joseph and Irving Tushinsky that RKO had 
first their 
Scope, the linear boundaries of the motion 
picture had been rolled back, 
the last studios uncommitted to proscenium- 

To- 


amounted to 


become the licensee ot Super- 


and two of 
wide presentation had been committed. 


gether, these 
notice that any be dy 


developments 
undisposed or unable 
to practice his profession successfully in the 
extra-dimensional medium would be obliged 
leave. 


to learn or Learning is not in all 


Cases Casy 


Dimension Medium Makes 
Stern Demands on Producer 
The 


stern 


extra-dimensional 
demands of 


makes 
Already 


experience has shown the necessity of hav 


medium 
the producer. 


ing a big subject to work with if the poten- 
tial of the method is to be realized. It is 
a secondary, but quite vital, responsibility 
of the producer to handle his subject in a 
big way. An outstanding 


cast, an error- 


proof script, and a universally-experienced 


What 


not provided is of 


director are minimum requirements. 
happens when they are 
recent record. 

The 


times as 


demands on the director are many 
as in the old days ot 
standard-dimensions when, if he took enough 
takes, and inter-cut them to keep only the 
best of each, he could hide a shoddy job with 


slick Formerly 


exacting 


scissoring. most directors 


32 


filmed most of a picture in what they called 
their 2-shots, holding the camera on two 
principals and letting them talk the story to 
other. He could cut away to other 
things, such as moving them from one place 
to another to continue talking, and so for 
most of his time he had only two people to 
direct. 

This just doesn’t work on the big screen. 
Inter-cutting, in the over-shoulder manner 
utilized in the 4-to-3 picture 
frame, would drive a big-screen audience out 
of the theatre. Directing for the bigger area 
seldom lets a director narrow down to two 


each 


so largely 


principals, even momentarily. 

Actors, particularly the typical Hollywood 
actor who has never learned to learn a part 
in full, have to give the big-picture perform- 
ance a thoroughness, realism and conviction 
beyond what the 4-3 aspect ratio demanded. 
Takes run longer, a great deal longer, and a 
scene must be shot as a complete scene, not 
in single speeches that will be patched to- 
make continuous 
More likely than not, the big-screen 
picture is going to recruit a 
talent to a 
more in the 


gether to what seems a 
whole 
great deal of 
that shall 


nature of stage 


have 
than 


stage medium 
become 


movie. 
Writers Also Affected 
By Big-Screen Policy 


Writers, 


the big-screen policy. 


too, are drastically affected by 

The glib gag and the 
witty wisecrack so often used to disguise a 
dull click in front of a 
expanse of mountain background. A false 
motivation in a story is detected at 
a flash on the big screen. A chase can be 
a dramatic calamity 


scene don’t vast 


screen 


l colossal sequence Or 
sound ridiculous in 
Too much talk gets in the scenery’s 
way. Faint characterizations fade into the 
background. 
worth writing, and write it as 11 


Slang stereophonic 


sound. 


A screenwriter’s got to have 


a story 
he felt that way about it, to get by on the 
big-screen. 

Cinematographers, whose too often unsung 
artistry has pulled more pictures up out of 
mediocrity over the years than anybody else 
in the business cares to admit, are in many 





BILL WEAVER MARKS 
35TH ANNIVERSARY 


William R. Weaver, Holly- 
wood editor of The HERALD, 
who joined the staff of Quigley 
Publications as a youth, is just 
now celebrating his thirty-fifth 
anniversary as a member of the 
organization. 





TTT 


THIS WEEK IN 
PRODUCTION: 





STARTED (5) 


A. A. 
Desperado 


COLUMBIA 


f Tripoli 


20TH-FOX 

Broken Lance 
(CinemaScope; 
Technicolor) 

Egyptian 
{CinemaScope; 


Technicolor) 


Pirates 


IND. 


Snow Creature 


COMPLETED (3) 


A. A. 


Two Gun 


U-I 
This Island Earth 


SHOOTING (14) 
COLUMBIA 


Those Reported Missing 
These far the Sinks 
CinemaScope; 


Technicolor) 


WARNER 


and a Badge Talisman 


U.A. 
Vera Cruz 
Hecht-Lancaster; 
Technicolor) 
Sitting Bull (Frank; 
CinemaScope; Color} 
White Orchid 
Cosm« 
Eastman color) 
U-I 
Francis Joins the Wacs 
Tight Squeeze 
PARAMOUNT Benga Ne fle 4 
Mambo (Ponti-De ‘en a 
Laurentis) Ss 
Big Top (Wa 
VistaVisi 


LL: 
lecnnicc 


RKO 

0,000 Leagues Under 
ia San 
CinemaScope; 


Techn or) 


BD 


Disney; 


Mat 
WARNER 
Battle Cry 


CinemaS 
W srnerCol 


respects the principal beneficiaries, produc- 
tionally speaking, of the expansion of the 
world’s 


screens. This requires no proof, 


save the sure evidence of everybody’s 
memory of any and all big-screen pictures 
to date. Consummate photography is 
the single thing they had in common. With- 


out it, it surely is agreed, none would have 


seen 


rated second mention. 


Film Editors Also 
Profit from Expansion 


Film editors, similarly, profit from the 
expansion. In yesteryears their swift, slick 
cuttings were too masterfully accomplished 
that they went, in large measure, unappre- 
ciated, if indeed not unnoted. The big- 
screen pictures contain a fraction as many 
cuts, but each is noted, almost as a between- 
acts curtain in the theatre. This means they 
had better be right; it also means they are 
recognized for the first time as a contribu- 
tion to the entertainment sum. 

Laboratory prop- 
men, makeup directors, 
costume designers — everybody connected 


builders, 
artists, art 


workers, set 
erty 


with the making of a motion picture is 
affected by the industry’s dedication to big- 
screen policy, and all of them favorably if 
they’ve got the big-talent that it inescapably 
requires. 
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“Look’ Calls 
Stengel Top 
‘dd Exhibitor 


Kermit C. Stengel, president of Crescent 
\musement Co., Nashville, Tenn., has been 
“Motion Picture Exhibitor of the 
Year” in “Look” inagazine’s 13th annual 
film achievement awards, announced in the 
current issue of the bi-weekly publication. 

Audrey Hepburn and William Holden 
shared the top acting honors in the poll. 
Paramount placed first among the film stu- 
dios with eight of the 13 winners in the per- 
and_ technical 
listed by the magazine. 

Mr. Stengel was cited for his work with 


named 


formance award categories 


the Red Cross, Boy Scouts, church and civic 
welfare 
Other personalities and their “best” desig- 


groups 


nations were: Grace Kelly, supporting ac- 
Frank Sinatra, supporting actor; 
Rosemary Clooney, most promising female 


tress; 


Palance, most promising 
male Brandon de Wilde, child 
actor of the year; George Stevens, producer 
of the year; Fred Zinnemann, director of the 
vear; Daniel Taradash, writer of the year; 


Frank 


newcomer ; Jack 
newcomer ; 


Loyal Griggs, photographer, and Y. 
Freeman, industry affairs. 

From the pictures released during the 
year “Look” chose 11 films as “movies of 
the year.” They were “From Here to Eter- 
nity,” “Lili,” “Shane,” “The Robe,” “Roman 
Holiday,” “Peter Pan,” “Stalag 17,” “The 
Living Desert,” “Little Boy Lost,’ “I Con- 
fess” and “Little Fugitive.” 


Maurice Wolf, MGM 
Boston Head, Retires 


BOSTON: A pioneer in the motion picture 
industry for more than 40 years, Maurice N. 
Wolf has retired from Loew’s, Inc. Born 
in Houston, Texas, he owned and operated 
theatres in that city before entering distribu- 
tion 35 years ago with the old Goldwyn 
company. He came to Boston as resident 
manager of the MGM exchange in 1923. 

During his tenure of office here he headed 
various industry drives for prominent 
charitable organizations. In 1934, he or- 
ganized and was the first president of the 
Boston Friars Club which in 1940 became 
the Variety Club of New England. One of 
the heart-warming projects of the Friars 
Club was the inauguration of the “Movies 
for Shutins,” which still continues. 

In 1947 the company assigned him as 
public relations representative in which he 
was engaged for a period of five years, 
traveling over the entire country speaking 
to service clubs, women’s groups, schools and 
colleges. During this period, he addressed 
500 separate groups, totaling 75,000 persons. 
An informal testimonial was tendered him 
last week by the office force of the MGM 
exchange and a farewell gift from the em- 
ployees was presented by Benn H. Rosen- 
wald, resident manager. 
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> 


Spyros P. Skouras, president of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, has been appointed chairman 
the cur 
members 


of the motion picture group of 
rent 
and funds. 


Red Cross campaign for 


LrEoNARD H. GoLpEeNnson, president of Amer 

ican Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres, 
Inc., has been appointed to Mayor Wag- 
ner’s advisory council to formulate plans 


New 


busi- 


to induce new business to come to 
York City and stop the exodus of 
ness from the city. 

Loyp WriGHT, attorney representing many 
elected 
Associa 


been 
Bar 


important film interests, has 
president of the American 
tion. 
ArtTHuR H. Depra, director of the commu- 
nity and exhibitor relations departments 
of the ; 
\merica, was to address members of the 
Catholic Institute of the Press on Federal 
decisions affecting self-censorship of the 
night at the Hotel 
York. 


Motion Picture Association of 


Thursday 


New 


industry 
Biltmore in 


ArT ARTHUR has been granted a leave of 
absence from his post’as executive secre- 
tary of the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil to 
Ivan Tors Films, 


become an executive associate of 


Inc. 


CHARLES SIMONELLI, Universal eastern ad 
vertising-publicity department 
Puitip GERARD, Eastern publicity man- 
ager, and JEFF LIVINGSTON, eastern ad- 


New York 


manager, 


vertising manager, have left 
for the coast. 


United Artists Points to 
11 New York First Runs 


With the 68-theatre opening of ‘Beat the 
Devil” Friday, United Artists is able to 
point at 11 of its films playing first run 
in that area simultaneously. This is the 
first such occasion in the company’s history. 
The other pictures are “Yesterday and 
Today,” ‘Top Banana,” Man, Go,” 
“Act of Love,” “The Conquest of Everest,” 
“The Captain’s Paradise,” “Heidi” and “A 
Queen’s World Tour.” 


Allied Names 21 Area 
Chairmen for Crusade 


Ben Marcus, president of Allied States 
Association, has appointed 21 area chairmen 
to cooperate on the Crusade for Freedom 
drive in theatres, March 15-21, Barney 
Balaban, national vice-chairman and New 
York State chairman of the Crusade, has 


“Go, 


announced. 

Mr. Marcus’ appointments are as follows: 
Irving A. Isaacs, northeast; Dr. J. B. Fish- 
man, Connecticut; Irving Dollinger, New 


\L VAUGHAN has been named publicity and 
Independent Art- 


He formerly was associated 


advertising director of 
ists Pictures. 


with Samuel Goldwyn Productions ar 


Sol Lesser Productions. 


} ’ 
peer 


MANNY REINER has 


ippoint 
Westward 


Ltd., producers and 


sales manager for 


for television, it was 
UEL GOLDWYN, JR 
duties. Mr 


his present 


new REINER wil 


post as toreign 


Samuel Goldwyn Production 


[THEODORE FLEISHER, president 


Theatres Corp. has been 


chairman of the 1954 Jimmy 
iccording to an announcement 
rin J. MULLIN, president of tl 
Foundation 


Cancet Re search 


SCHUYLER BEATTIE, industrv veteran 
become associated with Willian 


film 


(soldr 
Theatres as booker and buyer 


Harry A and tele- 
vision producer has 


the New York home 


eastern representative. 


ROMM, motion pictur 
joined Colun 


omee is the 


Lou SHANFIELD of 20th Century-Fox’s 
home office art department, who retired, 


March 5 by his 
testimonial 


was honored colleagues 


ata dinner. 


E. R. ZorGNIoTTI, president of Italian Films 


.xport, 


|: 
I PF. EB 
l 


executive vice-president of 


Corp. has left the 


and 
Releasing 


S. tor Rome. 


Samuelson, eastern Penn- 
Sack, Maryland; Rube 
West Virginia; Morris M. Finkel, 
western Pennsylvania; Horace Adams, 
Ohio; Lew Wisper, Michigan; Trueman T. 
Rembusch, Indiana; Jack Kirsch, Illinois; 
S. J. Goldberg, Wisconsin; Charles Jones, 
Iowa-Nebraska; E. L. Peaslee, North Cen- 
tral; Beverly Miller, Kansas-Missouri; A. 
B. Jefferis, Mid-Central; Neil Beezley, 
Rocky Mountain; D. F. Blissard, Mid- 
South; Glenn D. Thompson, Oklahoma; Abe 
3erenson, Gulf States, and P. R. Isley, 
Texas. Theatre Owners of America al- 
ready has appointed its drive chairmen 


Sidney E. 
sylvania; Leon B. 


Jersey ; 


Shor, 


Offers European Films 

European prize-winning pro- 
ductions will be released in 1954 through 
the new foreign film distributing company, 


Five new 


Helene Davis Pictures Corporation, Inc., 
New York, it is announced by Helene Davis, 
president. All five have English dialogue 
titles, and national release will be through 
the Arthur Davis Releasing Organization. 
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CinemaScope 
Big Abroad: 


Skouras 
enthusiasm for 
manifested by growing exhibitor orders for 
other component 
parts of the new process, currently has re- 


European CinemaScope, 


stereophonic sound and 
a condition of demand exceeding 
supply, Spyros Skouras, president of 20th- 
New York last week 
a five-week trip to the 


sulted in 
Fox, announced in 


on his return fron 

continent. 
Attempts Mr. 

Skouras, to have European manufacturers 


stereophonic 


ire being made, said 


adopt American models of 
sound equipment to ease the growing short- 
age. This shortage is due to the insufficient 
variety of models produced to meet require- 
ments of all types of theatres, he indicated. 

Current rate of installation will see 2,500 
theatres equipped in continental Europe and 
500 in end of 1954, Mr. 


In England alone, some 


England by the 
Skouras predicted 
250 CinemaScope applications have been 
received by equipment dealers. 

The 20th-Fox also predicted that 
increased film will result from 
the competition the CinemaScope- 
equipped many ol 
will for the 


time Con Status ol! 


chief 
business 
among 
independent theatres, 
first 
menting 


which have run 


first 


pictures 


on the 


Eidophor, Mr. Skouras said that a -com- 
mercial prototype be shipped from 
Switzerland to the United States in May 


and demonstration pur- 


will 


for experimental 
pe SCs. 


Legion Reviews |6 Films; 
Places Four in Class B 


The Legion of Decency this week re- 
viewed 16 pictures, condemning one, and 
placing four in Class B, objectionable in 
part. “La Lupa” was condemned because 
it “offends standards of morality through 
its suggestiveness in costuming, situations, 
and dialogue.” Morally objectionable in part 
for all are: “Beat the Devil,” “The Saint’s 
Girl Friday,” Champ,” “Top 
Banana.” Morally unobjectionable for adults 
are “Drive a Crooked Road,” ““The Golden 
Mask,” “Highway Dragnet,” “The. Holly 
and the Ivy,” “Indiscretion of an American 
Wife,” “Yankee Pasha.” Unobjectionable 
for general patronage are “Dangerous Mis- 
sion,” “The Final Test,” ‘““Knock on Wood,” 
“Ma Pa Kettle At Home,” “Melody 


of Love.” 


“Tennessee 


” 


and 


Poblocki Buys Theatres 

MILWAUKEE: Jack H. Yeo, veteran 
showman been in the business a 
good many years, has sold his theatre in- 
to Poblocki and Milwaukee. 
Mr. Yeo sold his Plaza theatre in Burling- 
ton to be at 


who has 


terests Sons, 


and a new drive-in erected 


Lake. 


Brown's 


Altec service men... 200 skilled, 
sound-wise field engineers... 
Altec-trained technicians equipped 
vith Altec-designed precision tools 
and instruments ... at work in 
theatres from coast to coast... 
installing stereophonic systems... 
repairing... replacing... 


. solving difficult 


servicing... 
counseling exhibitors. . 
problems ... assuring perfect 
performance day in and day out... 
for 6,000 Altec-serviced theatres! 


You can put an Altec service man 
to work for you tomorrow. Let us show 
you how... today! 


SPECIALISTS IN MOTION PICTURE SOUND 
161 SIXTH AVENUE NEW YORK 13, N.Y. 


Allied Artists 
To Start 10 


Before June 


Ten pictures will go before Allied Artists 
cameras during the next three months, and 
one of them, “Wichita,” will be the com- 
first production in 
Technicolor, Walter Mirisch, executive pro- 
ducer, announced at his coast office the other 
day. He added that 15 other properties are 
in preparation. 

The pictures “The 
Hajji Baba,’ from Walter Wanger and 
starring Elaine Stewart and John Derek; 
“Sons of the Navy,” from Scott Dunlap, 
and starring Jan Sterling and Neville 
3rand; “Wichita,” as noted (Mr. Mirisch 
will direct); “The Annapolis 
Story,” which he also will direct; “I Put the 
Finger on Waxey Gordon,” which Lindsley 
Parsons will produce; “Battle Star”; 
“Wanted by the FBI,” “The Bowery Boys 
Meet the Monsters,” “Killer Leopard,” “The 
Desperado.” 

Some of the properties are “Legionnaire,” 
“Yellow Knife,” “Poppaea,” “Persian Gulf” 
and “The Green Hills of Idaho.” 


pany’s CinemaScope 


are Adventures of 


personally 


General Precision Votes 
Four Quarterly Dividends 

The directors of General Precision Equip- 
ment Corporation have declared a dividend 
of 40 cents per share on the common stock, 
payable March 15, 1954, to stockholders of 
record March 5. Previously, the company 
had paid dividends of 25 cents per share in 
each quarter 1941. The board 
declared regular quarterly dividends of 72% 
cents per share on the $2.90 cumulative con- 
vertible preferred stock, $1.25 per share on 
the $5 dividend cumulative preferred stock, 
series A, 1952, and $1.25 per share on the 
$5 dividend convertible preference stock, 
series B, C and D. All dividends are payable 
March 1 1954, to stockholders of 
March 5. 


since also 


Cc 


record 


Prudential Theatres Plans 
N. J. CinemaScope Drive-in 


A 1,000-car drive-in, equipped for Cin- 
he built at 
by Prudential Theatres 
and Rapf and Ruden, Arthur M. Rapf an- 


emaScope presentation, is to 
Somerville, N. J., 


nounced in New York last week. No deci- 
the type of sound to be installed 
has been reached. Prudential and Rapf & 
Ruden now operate the Cort theatre in 
Somerville, recently converted for Cinema- 


sion on 


Scope presentations. 


End Sunday Closing 

RICHMOND: Theatres in Virginia can 
now open Sundays under a bill passed by 
the State Assembly. The bill, sponsored by 
the Virginia Motion Picture Theatre Asso- 
ciation, exempts motion picture theatres 
from the state’s Sunday code. 
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ALBANY 


“The Glenn Miller Story” wrote another 
chapter in the bread-and-butter production 
history of Universal by playing a third con- 
secutive week in Albany and the second at 
Ritz. First week’s Strand gross was re- 
ported the biggest for a Universal release 
since “100 Men and a Girl.”. . . The up- 
town Madison was honored by the presence 
of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Maginn, vicar 
general of Albany Catholic Diocese and 
pastor of St. Vincent de Paul’s Church, 
who spoke at its PTA annual fashion show, 
staged before a capacity matinee audience 
of 1400. Manager Oscar J. Perrin cooper- 
ated on the benefit, for which Stanley War- 
ner zone manager Charles A. Smakwitz 
arranged a preview of “The Man From 
Oklahoma.”. . . Jules Perlmutter will relight 
the Lake theatre and the Ft. George Drive- 
in, both at Lake George, and Richmondville 
drive-in, at Cobleskill, Apr. 17. The Lake 
has been air-conditioned and refurbished. 


ATLANTA 


The WOMPI Club, at its annual meet- 
ing, resolved to help the Atlanta Variety 
Club on its annual Old Newsboys paper sale 
May 14. ... Gordon Bantley, assistant dis- 
trict manager, Paramount Films, checked in 
at his Atlanta office after a visit to the 
Jacksonville branch. C. W. Couick is 
new owner of the Rex theatre, Huntersville, 
N. C. He was formerly with Stewart and 
Everett and has been in show business for 
22 years....M. J. Daly, of the Blue Hill 
drive-m theatre, Hartford, is enjoying the 
Florida sunshine. . . . The Dixie Amuse- 
ment Co. of Swainesboro, Ga., has sold the 
Dixie theatre, Sylvania, to Alex Mills... . 
Mrs. Grace Hammond is back at her desk 
at Allied Artists after a spell of illness... . 
Mrs. Adalaide Gallinger, 20th-Century-Fox, 
is ill in the hospital here. Martin and 
Thompson Theatres, Hawkinsville, Ga. sold 
the Rose theatre, Forsyth, Ga., to Mr. and 
Mrs. P. E. Shave. 


BALTIMORE 


Lou Gaertner and Gordon Contee, Gaert- 
ner Theatres executives, entertained Jake 
Flax, Republic; Ben Caplan and Chick 
Wingfield, Columbia; at the Harvey House. 
... Art Levy, United Artists branch man- 
ager, has his arm out of the cast... . Mr. & 
Mrs. Stanley Baker, Hicks Theatres, have 
returned from a New York trip. . . . Jack 
Sidney, Loew manager, has returned from a 
visit to his sister’s home in Starke, Florida. 
... The Variety Club, Tent No. 19 held an 
Oyster Roast in the Club rooms and Pete 
Prince, chairman in charge, said it was a 
big success. Proceeds went to club’s Heart 
Fund. ... Jack Fruchtman, Southern Mary- 
land exhibitor is head of a corporation that 
has purchased the Tivoli theatre in Fred- 
erick, Md. 
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BOSTON 


Carl Goldman has been reappointed to the 
booking staff at Affiliated Theatres Corp. 
after an absence of two years while he 
worked in another field of business. Joe 
Hochberg, former head booker, is now han- 
dling some of the film buying, working with 
Arthur Howard, president, and Seth Field, 
vice-president. Barnet Yanofski has 
taken over the operation of the Sundown 
drive-in, Westfield, formerly owned by 
Owen Holmes, and will erect a new con- 
cession building for the coming season. .. . 
Cliff E. Parker, general sales manager of 
Alexander Film Co., spent three weeks in 
the New England territory renewing regu- 
lar agreements with “theatre partners’ for 
screen advertising and contacting new ac- 
counts. He was accompanied on his rounds 
by Irving Saver, district manager. “Bob” 
Burns has been added to the Alexander 
sales staff, handling sales for southern Mass. 


and Rhode Island. 


BUFFALO 


Manager Bill Colson put on a stage show 
as an extra added attraction last Saturday 
night in the Niagara theatre. . Members 





WHEN AND WHERE 


March 28-30: Annual convention, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Gulf States, Edge- 
water Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, Miss. 


April 6-8: Annual convention, Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Wisconsin, 
Hotel Shroeder, Milwaukee. 


April 19-21: Spring convention, Allied The- 
atres of Michigan, Hotel Statler, Detroit. 


May 2-7: Semi-annual convention, Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engj- 
neers, Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Allied Theatre 
Owners of lowa, Nebraska and Mia- 
Central, Fontanelle Hotel, Omaha. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Independent 
Theatre Owners of Arkansas, Marion 
Hotel, Little Rock, Arkansas. 


May 10-11: Annual convention, North- 
Central Allied Independent Theatres 
Owners, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis. 


June 15-16: Annual spring meeting, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Indiana, South Shore 
Hotel, Lake Wawasee, Ind. 











of Tent 7, Variety club of Buffalo, enjoyed 
a delightful dinner and sneak preview in 
the club headquarters last Sunday evening 
and chief barker Billy Keaton was enthu 
siastic over the big turnout for the affait 
... A contest which sought Buffalo’s Rose 


mary Clooney (used by WEBR) and an 
other one which offered prizes to those who 
made up the longest list of words from the 
title “Red Garters,” brought a lot of pub- 
licity for the picture of the same name now 
current at the Paramount. ... The Evening 
News is trying to revive Saturday 
shopping day downtown. One promotion 
idea is a family shopping excursion, taking 
in a movie, having lunch or dinner out. 

Charles McKernan, manager of the Seneca, 
UPT community theatre in South Buffalo, 
has arranged to stage a Cooking School and 
Electric Show on his March 16 


CHICAGO 


Charles Hogan, general manager of the 
Oriental, is on vacation in Florida... . Dave 
Wallerstein, general manager of B. & K., 
and Mrs. Wallerstein headed for a vacation 
at Sun Valley. ... the Oriental and Roose 
velt, both in the Loop, are scheduled fot 
new marquees. The Roosevelt front already 
has been stripped to make way for the new 
installation. . . . Bill Hollander, B. & K 
ad-publicity chief, vacationing in Los An 
geles with his wife, was feted by a group 
of his proteges who now are working on 
the coast. John W. Loewe has been 
appointed head of Kling Studios’ new branch 
office in Dallas, Tex. Chicago theatre 
will open with its first CinemaScope film 
April 16 when “Lucky Me” bows in for its 
first run here. . . . The Senate, Belpark and 
Imperial are the latest additions to the 
roster of theatres here that are equipped for 
CinemaScope. 


CINCINNATI 


Many exhibitors in this area have ex- 
pressed themselves as jubilant over the pro 
spects of the Ohio censor board again re 
viewing films which previously were banned. 

Holdovers here are the rule rather 
than the exception. Currently, “The Glenn 


as a 


stage, 


Miller Story” is in its second week at 
Keith’s theatre, following a big first week, 
while Martin and Lewis in “Money from 
Home,” originally opening at the RKO 
\lbee, is continuing its run at the RKO 
Grand. . . . In the suburbans, “The Man 


Between” is in its second week at the Guild 
theatre and Walt Disney’s “Living Desert” 
is playing a continuous run at the Hyd 
Park Art theatre. Although very tew, 
if any, of the drive-ins are using in-car 
heaters, many of the outdoor theatres aré 
opening for the season despite the unusually 
cold weather. The Twin drive-in, however, 
the only outdoor theatre within the city 
limits, has been in operation throughout the 


(Continued on following page) 





Continued from preceding page) 
winter with the use of heaters. ... John A. 
Schwalm, veteran exhibitor, of nearby 
Hamilton, Ohio, now retired, is expected 
back shortly from his annual Florida vaca- 
tion. 


CLEVELAND 


Theatre business, like all other business 
ume to a standstill from Monday through 
Thursday when the entire Greater Cleve 
land area was tied up by i blizzard accom 
by an 18-inch snowfall that paralyzed 
Michael 
Circuit 
grandson, 
Mrs. Lois 
returned to his 
. Horace Shock, 
was the only 
noted on Film Row 
with the local 
and booker for 
Reportedly he will not 
be replaced. . . . C. H. Kuenzi and S. V. 
Pancner, newcomers in the industry, have 
Mt. Pleasant theatre and plan to 
. Irwin Pollard, former 
manager, at the industry 
held for him last 
the United 


anch in a sales capacity 


COLUMBUS 


Film attendance in 1954 should be “even 
better” than in 1°53, said the “Columbus 
Dispatch” editorially. The paper noted the 
increase in 1953 business, attributing it to 
public interest caused by 3-D and Cinema- 
Seeing “The Greatest Show on 
Earth” prompted Willeen Weldon, a pretty 
25-year-old local secretary, to apply for a 
job with the Ringling circus. She has been 
iccepted and will report to winter quarters 
it Sarasota, Florida. -. RKO Palace and 
RKO Grand, with Loew’s Ohio and Loew’s 
Broad, are participating in the award of 

tickets as additional prizes in the 
Citizen’s Oscar contest based on this year’s 
Academy Awards. .. . East Side Auto thea- 
tre has reopened for the season. Ray 
Marsh has been named acting manager of 
radio station WCOL. He conducted the 
WCOL Inquiring Reporter program broad- 
Loew’s Ohio. 


panied ' 
ill types of transportation. 
Butler is the name of Community 


president Max Lefkowich’s new 


; ; 
rr + 
orn ist 


week to his daughter, 
Lefkowich has 
in Florida... 


Lima drive-in 


Butler. 
winter home 
theatre owner, 
ut-of-town exhibitor 


ill week. . . . Ed 


20th-Fox branch 


Graves, 
is cashier 


30 years, resigned 


le ised the 
reopen next wet k. . 
branch 


} 
ional 


Republic 
testin week, 


\rtists 


dinner 


announced he has joined 


Detroit b1 


scope. 


theatre 


cast fron 


DENVER 


[wo more drive-ins are scheduled to open 
in the Denver area next month. They in 
clude the 1,275-car Centennial, being built 
m the grounds of the Centennial race track, 
Littleton, Colo., and the Wadsworth walk- 
in, drive-in, with a capacity of 1,000 cars 
ind 500 walk-ins, to be operated the year 
Howard Banzhaf, city council- 
man and a projectionist at the Tabor, was 
on a local television program telling about 
city problems. About $100 was stolen 
at the Chief, Colorado Springs, Colo., but 
ibout half of it was recovered before morn- 
ing when police arrested four persons. 
Mert Martin, assistant city manager at 
Salida, Colo., has been promoted to the man- 
igership of the Unique, Gunnison, Colo., 
where he succeeds Fay Boyd, who moves 
to the Golden, Golden, Colo., succeeding 
Harry Ashton, resigned. The theatres are 
Atlas Theatre houses. 


round 
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ELLIOT IS TOWN'S “LEADING 
CITIZEN’ WITH GOOD REASON 


MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN: It is no 
coincidence that the American Legion's 
“Leading Citizen of the Year" plaque 
hangs in the man- 
ager's office of the 
Goldberg twins’ 
best paying theatre 
here. 

In his two years 
in Mount Clemens, 
Wilson Elliot has 
made the Jewell a 
basic part of Mount 
Clemens’ civic as 
well as social life. 
By giving generous- 
ly of his time and 
theatre, with full 
cooperation and 
approval of Irving and Adolph Goldberg, 
his owners, Elliot is becoming known as the 
man to see whenever Macomb County has 
a drive, a show or a problem. 

In April, for a specific example, the 
Exchange Club presents its annual Sports- 
man show. This naturally calls for a parade. 
With four parades already to his credit, 
one of which took two hours to pass, 
Parade Chairman Elliot is the man to han- 
dle the detalis. 

When the United Foundation, Red 
Cross, USO or any other fund gathering 
enterprise gets under way, the Jewell is 
donated. Benefit showings of current pic- 
tures or special stage shows are arranged 
with proceeds going to the organizations 
without reservation. 


Wilson Elliot 


Youth in Mount Clemens, as everywhere 
else, presents its own peculiar problems. 
Mr. Elliot sponsors two basketball teams 
and is checking into YMCA activities. On 
Hallowe'en children are invited into the 
theatre free. While service men are not 
favored price-wise at the Jewell (being a 
percentage house and tax confusions mak- 
ing rates impractical), hostesses at the 
USO keep a supply of passes on hand for 
lonesome Air Force personnel from nearby 
Selfridge Air Force Base. Alongside El- 
liot's Legion award hangs a USO citation. 

In addition to attention to business and 
service organizaitons Mr. Elliot keeps an 
eye on the local clergy. Any picture of 
questionable moral line is shown before an 
invited group of civic and church leaders 
and their approval or disapproval is care- 
fully considered. 

All his level-headed approach to operat- 
ing problems make Mr. Elliot sound like a 
bearded sage. He is actually in his early 
30s but with an impressive background in 
the theatre. At 15, in Tennessee, he was 
ushering, rising quickly to house manager. 
For seven years he worked in the huge Fox 
theatre in Detroit. Then he went into 
smaller houses for diversified experience 
and out to Mount Clemens two years ago. 

The theatrical career was interrupted by 
the war when he served as sergeant pilot, 
later engineer on B-I7s. For two years he 
was a prisoner-of-war in Germany. Today 
he is a pillar of business and society bring- 
ing dignity and prestige to the town's lead- 
ing theatre. 





DES MOINES 


The Paramount theatre in Des Moines re- 
ported theft of $500 from a cabinet in the 
office early on Sunday. W. B. Haver, man- 
ager, said the money was in $100 packets 
of $10 and $20 bills. . . . The Bagley post 
of the American Legion has purchased the 
Boonie theatre at Bagley from L. J. Frown- 
felter. Management of the house will be 
in the hands of a Legion member. 
Central States’ drive-in theatre at Burling- 
ton opened Feb. 27—a month earlier than 
it ever has before. Iowa’s unusually mild 
weather accounted for the move by district 
manager Jerry Greenebaum. A number of 
other theatres in the state have since fol- 
lowed suit making 1954 potentially the long- 
est drive-in season in the history of out- 
doors theatres in Iowa. . James Dowell 
of Davis City has purchased the Earl thea- 
tre at Earlham and plans to open it in the 
near future. ... Morris Hiersteiner, brother 
of Harry Hiersteiner, veteran Des Moines 
theatre owner, died last week at the age 
of 62. He was president and treasurer of 
Landsco Millinery Co. .. . Leon Mendelson, 
52, who resigned as manager of the War- 
ner exchange January 9, fell to his death 


from the ninth floor of the Savings & Loan 
Building in Des Moines, March 1. He had 
been working as a salesman for Columbia 
since leaving Warners. 


DETROIT 

Disney’s “Living Desert” is taking a 
sixth week at the Telenews. . . . The Sister 
Kenny foundation in Farmington was $1,700 
better off than before the benefit showing 
of the picture of the same name at UDT’s 
3irmingham. Big business is reported 
as the Broadway Capitol ran a modern jazz 
. . Ten pair of tickets a day 
went to “Free Press’ readers in a “Top 
3anana”—want ad tieup. Names were 
buried in the want ad section for eight 
days prior to the opening. Readers finding 
their names were passed in. Wayne 
Baxter of the police censorship bureau died 
at the age of 41. George Olson, 64, 
theatre operator in Grayling, died... . Tony 
Cicci is back general managing the Schulte 
circuit after a long hospital session. 
Bob Graham has transferred from the 
Tower to the Graham with Wilson Douglas 
taking up the Tower desk. 

(Continued on opposite page) 


stage show. 
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HARTFORD 

The 950-car capacity Plainville (Conn.) 
drive-in theatre, first outdoor project on the 
seven-unit Perakos Theatre Associates cir- 
cuit, will open March 18. It will feature a 
114 by 68-foot screen. Peter Perakos, 
head of Perakos Theatre Associates, and 
his son, John, assistant district manager, 
have returned from a month’s stay at Clear- 
water, Fla... . Atty. Joseph Adorno of the 
M&D Theatres, Middletown, Conn., has 
been elected vice-president of the Middle- 
town Bar Association. . . . Lou Green has 
been named assistant manager of Loew’s 
Poli College theatre, New Haven. . . . James 
Lavena is the new head shipper at the U-I 
Connecticut exchange. He succeeds Sam 
Zipkin, resigned. Albert Shulman of 
Shulman Theatres, Hartford, has returned 
from New Orleans. . . . William Daugherty 
of the Lockwood & Gordon Webb Play- 
house, Wethersfield, Conn., is back from 
Florida. . . . Mrs. Joseph Spivack, wife of 
the former general manager, Connecticut 
Theatre Candy Co., has been named man- 
ager of the State theatre, New Britain, 
Conn. Spivack is now a Connecticut sales 
representative for Bradley & Smith Candy. 


«NDIANAPOLIS 


A surprise cold wave in midweek chilled 
the drive-ins that opened early, but they 
were enjoying mild weather again by the 
weekend. Dale McFarland, general 
manager of Greater Indianapolis, went to 
Iowa over the weekend to visit the folks. 
... Bob Jones, general manager of Affiliated 
Theatres, is vacationing at Tampa. : 
Claude McKean, Warner Brothers branch 
manager, is now a 5-time grandfather. . 
Mrs. Dora Blankenbaker, mother of exhibi- 
tor Al Blankenbaker, died last week at 
Veedersburgh. She was formerly with Uni- 
versal here. . “The Glenn Miller Story” 
is still going strong in a second week at 
the Indiana. Earl Cunningham an- 
nounced this week a CinemaScope screen 
and stereophonic sound have been ordered 
for the Fountain Square. It’s the first re- 
port from neighborhoods here. 


JACKSONVILLE 


Fred Hull, MGM branch manager, and 
Horace Denning, president, Motion Picture 
Exhibitors of Florida, are heading a state- 
wide drive from this city to enlist full sup- 
port from exhibitors for President Eisen- 
hower’s “crusade for freedom” drive. 
Meeting in Tallahassee with the State 
Comptroller’s staff to iron out State sales 
tax problems now affecting theatre owners 
were LaMar Sarra, this city, legislative 
chairman of MPEOF; Pete J. Sones, 
Tampa; and Elmer Hecht, Miami. . . . Bob 
Anderson, manager of the Main Street 
drive-in, reported that safecrackers robbed 
his theatre of $400 during a night break-in. 

Each Sunday morning, from the roof 
of the projection booth at the Normandy 
Twin drive-in, a selected minister conducts 
non-denominational religious services for 
the benefit of physically-handicapped_per- 
sons who cannot attend local churches. 


KANSAS CITY 


“The Moon Is Blue,” booked at the Es- 
quire, downtown 800-seat theatre of Fox 
Midwest, will be exploited as a show for 
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adults. . . . The Kimo continues its show- 
ing of “Julius Caesar.”. .. The Vogue, after 
about three months of “Captain’s Paradise,” 
will soon bring on another attraction. 

The four drive-ins which have been oper- 
ating weekends here were open as_ usual 
this weekend. Three had a third feature 
without extra charge, and the fourth was 
merely a double bill... . The Roxy, down- 
town subsequent run of the Durwood cir- 
cuit, has reduced admissions to 50c at all 
times. The board of directors of the 
Kansas-Missouri Theatre Association held 
its monthly board meeting Wednesday at 
luncheon—between morning and afternoon 
sessions of the drive-in conference. 


LOS ANGELES 

The Jack Sonenshines have adopted a 
baby boy from a Chicago orphanage and 
have named the new member of the family 
Paul Allen... . In town to confer with Jim 
Finkler, was Milt Smith, operator of the 
Santa Paula drive-in, Santa Paula. , 
Favorite Films branch manager, Ralph 
Carmichaels, narrowly escaped serious in- 
jury when a speeding motorist crashed into 
his Cadillac in Glendale. The B. F. 
Shearer Co. has leased the storeroom for- 
merly occupied by the Safeway Store and 
plans to supplement their present quarters 
at 1964 So. Vermont. Burton Jones, 
who operates the Helix, La Mesa, has as- 
sumed the operation of the Egyptian, San 
Diego and has contracted with the Roy 
Dicksin office for their buying and booking 
service. Seen on the Row were: Ben 
Brinstein, Palm Springs; Gordon West, 
Fillmore; Joe Markowitz, Encinitas; and 
Jack Feder, Long Beach. 


MEMPHIS 


Films, banned in Memphis by the board 
of censors, continue to do landoffice busi- 
ness just across the river in West Memphis, 
Ark. ... “French Line,” banned in Mem- 
phis, is breaking records at Sunset drive-in, 
just across the river... . “The Wild One,” 
banned in Memphis, opens April 1 simultane- 
ously at the Sunset and the Avon theatre, 
both in West Memphis. ... M. S. McCord, 
United Theatres, Little Rock, announces his 
new drive-in at Clarksville, Ark., is com- 
pleted and will be opened soon 
delegation from Memphis will charter a 
private bus and attend the International 
Variety convention March 21 to 25 in 
Dallas. Norman Colquhoun and Maurice 
Townsend are in charge of arrangements. 
... Moses Sliman, owner of Murr theatre, 
Osceola, Ark., has finished a face lifting job 
on his theatre which includes a Cinema- 
Scope installation. It is reported that 
25 per cent of theatres in the Memphis trade 
territory have switched to wide screens. 


MIAMI 

George Hoover, Al Weiss and Bill Dock 
of the southeastern district, were in Orlando 
recently for the State Advertising Meeting 
of executives of Florida State Theatres. . . 
Residents of nine South Florida counties 
will benefit from the more powerful tele- 
vision signal which will emanate when 
WTVJ’s new 1,000-foot antenna tower is 
completed in April. . Charlie Whitaker, 
manager of the Paramount, reports David 
Kay as his new assistant, replacing Jim 
Martin who resigned. .. . Mel Haber of the 


Miracle reports arrangements have bee! 
completed for the theatre’s 6th annual Eastet 
egg hunt April 17... . Jack Miller, manage: 
ot the Shores, had a red-letter day recently 
when his theatre led a 40-theatre group 
per capita confection sales. 


MILWAUKEE 


John Mednikow, manager, National Screet 
Service here, and program chairman ior 
Wisconsin’s Variety Club, Tent 14, a1 
nounced the forthcoming dinner party 
March 15 at the Marquette University 
Union Hall for members of Variety and 
their ladies. It is to be a St. Patrick’s Day 
party. Milwaukee Film Center, Inc 
operated by Oliver Trampe, is the distribu 
tor here for PoloLite 3-D single strip sys 
tem. Eleanor Manske, secretary to 
branch manager Alex Halperin at the War 
ner exchange here, will be leaving the ex 
change in about a week. Eleanor was secre 
tary for Nat Marcus, when he was 
branch manager at the Milwaukee office. 
“The Long, Long Trailer” was in its third 
week at the Towne theatre here. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Reno Wilk, operator of outdoor theatre 
at St. Cloud and Mankato, Minn., and Minot 
N. D., is in Phoenix and Los Angeles 01 
business. . . . William Svendsen of Dawso1 
Minn., sold the Park at Pelican Rapid 
Minn., to Roy Malke of Hazen, N. D 
W. H. Workman, MGM branch manage! 
is recovering at home from five broken rib 
which he suffered in a recent accident. 
Bettv Parshall is the new biller at Warners 

~ Don Urquhart, salesman at Warnet 

is passing cigars to announce the March 
birth of a baby boy, David Eddie Rube 
president of the Welworth circuit, his as 
sociate, Joe Floyd of Sioux Falls, S. D 
and Ruben’s son-in-law, Larry Bentsot 
have been granted channel 7 for a televisio1 
station in Rapid City, S. D. The trio als 
operates a TV station in Sioux Falls 
Dale Bring, former manager of the Moor 
head at Moorhead, Minn., has been name 
new manager of the Time theatre at Roche 
ter, Minn. .. . Harry Simonson of ‘Atwater, 
Minn., is the new 
theatre at Lake Lillian, Minn. 


NEW ORLEANS 


The Strand, Vicksburg, Miss., 
according to owner Floyd Murphy... . Ge 
H. Chadwick, of the 35 drive-in, Carthag« 
Miss., and the Harlem, Canton, Miss., pur 
chased the Mavon, Pickens, Miss., from M 
E. Ginn. It will be managed by his sor 
Almon. . . . The Harvard, Winnsboro, La 
reopened March 6. It was recently taker 
over by Eph Casey. . Henry Glover, Al 
lied Artists branch manager, returned trot 
Atlanta and the company’s southern ex 
change meeting. Morey Goldstein, general 
sales manager, presided. . . . Installations of 
CinemaScope equipment have been 

(Continued on following page) 


also, 


1 


manager of the Lak« 


ré open 


Kwik-Change MARQUEE LETTERS 


4” tempered Presdwood letters in 
choice of colors. Easy on, easy off with 
rugged clips that grip the top-quality 
track like a vice. Get our low price on 
the sizes you use 
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pleted in Essanee, Iberia, La., and Ritz, 
Picayune, Miss Bascomb Gremillion 
has taken over operations of the Plauche- 
ville, Plaucheville, La. Cecil Howard, Book 
ing Service, is buying and booking. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


“Julius Caesar,” now playing at the Har- 
ber theatre, is reported doing very well. 
installed Cinema 
its suburban thea 
tres, the Plaza, and the Tower. * Hell 
and High Water” is now playing at both 
the ¢ Plaza theatres. ... “Red 
Garters’ ved to the Tower. 
W. Alexander was given an honorary 
certificate to the Oklahoma 
for his work for the organ- 
president of 
Proceeds 
movie, 


Cooper Foundation has 


scope sci two ol 


ens at 


1 
} 


riterion and 
has been 
Rey 
membx rship 
Theatre Owners, 
ization Morris 
OTO made the 


Lowenstein, 
presentation. 
of a Thursday morning 
March 18, at the Majestic theatre will go 
to the YWCA’s Camp Ione... . The Moon- 
Okla., reopened. 


1 
sp Clal 


' ; 4°11 
lite drive-in, Stillwater, 


OMAHA 


An order for $2,500-worth of 
the “Golden ( 500 at $2: 
ipiece led ticket sales for the midwest pre 
“Night People” at the Orpheum. 
The Variety Club sponsored the benefit per- 
formance March 11 with funds going t 
the Nebraska Crippled Children’s Society 
J Robert Hoff, Ballantyne vice-presi- 
bought the Airport drive-in from Os- 
Johnson of Falls City for $100,000. 
Dorothy Weaver, 20th-Fox cashier wh« 
operation, has re 
her old job as as 
Roy 20-year 
veteran, has returned to his old 
post after a year in Seattle. As- 
Josephine Maguire joined the 
public staff as Two girls an 
nounced engagements with fall wedding 
plans: Barbara Dearden of Co-Op Theatre 
Service to Kenneth Boldt and Lois Green 
\llied Artists to Manfred Kreitstein. 


tickets in 


ircle” of seats 


miere ol 


rece 


turned to 


ntly underwent an 
work, but at 
sistant cashier while Casey, 
20th-Fox 
cashier’s 
sistant Re- 


cashier. 


berg Ol 


PHILADELPHIA 


Iry Lomis, film supervisor at the Stanley- 
Warner Theatres, moves up as short sub- 
jects booker with Jack Romaner leaving the 
company to go into business for himself in 
New York. Jack Douglas beccmes film 
supervisor and Stanley Grady is a new ad- 
dition to the booking department. Earl 
Smith, former manager of the Queen, Wil- 
mington, Del., is now local general managet 
for Eskin Theatres in that city. . . . Thomas 
Walker, Comerford Circuit executive, was 
appointed by Mayor James Hanlon, in 
Seranton, Pa., as one of the five-man Mu 
nicipal Development Authority. Roy 
Sullender’s National Screen Corporation is 
servicing the Auditorium, Kennett 
Square, Pa. ... The Harrison, West Ches- 
ter, Pa., formerly the Garden, reopened with 
a complete CinemaScope installation. 
Milgram Booking and Buying Service here 
is now servicing the Lycoming, Williams- 


new 


port, Pa. ... Eugene Plank, assistant man- 
ager at the Senate, Harrisburg, Pa., will 
return as manager of the Reading and Mount 
Penn drive-ins near Reading, Pa. Dr. 
Harry J. Schad, head of Schad Theatres, 
Reading, Pa., was elected a representative 
to the Shrine Atlantic City convention. 
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PITTSBURGH 


Looks like a CinemaScope Easter locally 
with the Stanley offering “Lucky Me,” the 
Penn booking “Rose Marie” and the Fulton 
showing either ‘‘New Faces” or “Night Peo- 
ple.” . “Rob Roy,” the Walt Disney film 
at the Stanley, will be followed by “Phantom 
he Rue Morgue” in 3-D and “Riot in 
Block 11.” ... That house will also re- 
issue “Pinocchio” starting April 15. , 
“Julius Caesar,’ due March 13 in the Penn, 
has been set back a week with “To Beat the 
Devil” arriving on the earlier date. . .. The 
year’s most miserable weather cut deeply 
into last week’s but “The Glenn 
Miller Story” rolls right on in the Fulton, 
and “The Long, Long Trailer” is still hold- 
ing up at the Ritz after two weeks in the 
Penn. ... Johnny Harris has been named a 
Knight of Malta, State Justice of the 
Supreme Court Michael A. Musmanno’s 
book, ‘“Ten Days to Die,” based on the last 
days of Hitler, will be made into a movie in 
Europe this summer. 


PROVIDENCE 


Dorothy Lamour was the subject of al- 
most a half-page feature in the Providence 
Evening Bulletin upon the occasion of her 
recent visit here for personal appearances at 
the Sheraton-Biltmore Hotel. Ralph 
Brett, chief electrician at Loew’s State thea- 
tre since the first run house opened in 1928, 
has retired. “The Moon Is Blue” held 
for a second week at the Metropolitan. 
William Trambukis, who recently returned 
to this city to take over the management of 
Loew’s State, was honored at a special 
luncheon held by the Kiwanis Club. It was 
a “welcome home” affair, and most all of 
this city’s notables and dignitaries turned 
out. Leo Trambukis, brother of Loew’s 
State manager Bill, has been promoted to 
the rank of sergeant in the Providence Police 
Department. “Knights of the Round 
lable” held for a second week at the State. 

Harold Lancaster, Pawtucket Strand 
manager, is heading “Brotherhood 
Week” activities in the Blackstone Valley. 


PORTLAND 


Gloris Swanson was in-town for a couple 
of days to present her new dress line at Olds 
& King Dept. Store. . . . Jesse Jones has re- 
turned to town after a month’s vacation... . 
Keith Petzold, general manager for the J. 
Jones Circuit, is organizing a boosters’ club 
in the St. Johns district. Tom Walsh, 
J. J. Parker executive, visited the Astoria 
theatres this week. . . . Mrs. Jack (Katie) 
Marshall is back at her desk as Marvin 
Fox’s secretary after a week’s vacation to 
the Bay area. Charles Schramm in as 
manager of the J. J. Parker Theaters in 
Astoria. Ditto Jabin Vaught in Pendelton. 
... Jack O’Bryan, UA branch manager, has 
been appointed vice-president of the Port- 
land Council of the Navy League. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Lew Maren, formerly of Columbia, has 
joined MGM here and will promote “Julius 
Caesar” throughout the territory. Sam 
Sobel purchased the Tower Pictures Co. 
from “Duke” and Robert Clark, March 1. 
Robert Clark will devote all his time to his 
booking and buying agency and “Duke” will 
announce his plans in the near future. 

Roy Cooper, film buyer, United-California 
Theatres, Inc., for the several years, 


ra) 


t 
Cell 


eTrosses, 


again 


past 


resigned to devote his time to his personal 
theatre interests throughout Northern Cali 

He will be replaced by Fred Dixon. 
The Variety Club is moving within 
two months to the ground floor of the 
Golden State Theatres Building, Golden 
Gate and Leavenworth Street. . A large 
contingent will leave here with chief barker 
John Parsons for Variety Club Convention 
in Dallas, March 22... . The Rita, a neigh- 
borhood house, will reopen March 20 with 
German films on weekends only 


TORONTO 
Jack Labow, Canadian district 

for RKO, was named winning district leade1 
in the recently-concluded sales drive of the 
company by Charles Boasberg, general sales 
manager. Harry Cohen, manager of RKO's 
Montreal branch, was the winning exchange 
head of the six making up the Canadian 
district. ... Underway is the construction ot 
a drive-in for Hazel and Barkhouse in Cam 
bridge, N. S., which will be the first in the 
area, and P. Guerette’s Fatima in Kedge 
wick, N. B., a standard-type house, first in 
the community. Also in work are M. Rus 
sell’s 300-car drive-in in Renfrew, Ont.; the 
Hahn Bros.’ drive-in at Parry 
Sound, Ont.; Doug Wark’s 400-car drive-in 
near Trenton, Ont., and the 550-car drive-in 
near Edmonton being built by Maynard 
Superstein and Rapp. Jack Chisholm, 
immediate past chief barker of Tent 28, 
Variety Club, and the international press 
guy, who has been moved to an executive 
position with the head office of Associated 
Screen News, was presented with a 14-K 
gold card representing life membership in 
the Variety Club of Toronto. 


VANCOUVER 


Harry Lyone of Saskatoon is pianning to 
construct a 450-car drive-in near Prince 
Albert, Sask. . . . Majority of outdoor thea- 
tres in this area have opened for the 1954 
season with car-trade at a low ebb to date. 

Lou Karp, former short subject booker 
at Famous Player district office, succeeded 
the late Cecil Neville as head booker for 
B. C.... Mike Stevenson, Paramount office 
manager, takes over Karp’s former position. 
... Daylight saving time will begin April 25 
in British Columbia. If and when the 
amusement tax cut is passed in the province 
it is clearly noted that it is to be passed on 
to the public. In other words, the exhibitor 
is not to be the benefactor of any tax cut 
which is expected to be from 17% to 15 per 
cent. 


WASHINGTON 


The Sidney Lust drive-in theatres at 
Jeltsville and Hillside have opened, with the 
Sunset drive-in due to open this week. Wil- 
liam Frye will manage the Beltsville theatre, 
and Dave Ginsburg will manage the Hill- 
side... . “From Here to Eternity” ended its 
run at the Trans-Lux theatre March 9. It 
was in its 7th month. ... The Variety Club 
will celebrate a “Latin American Evening” 
April 10 at the Willard Hotel. . . The 
widow of Ben Lust will continue to operate 
the Ben Lust Theatre Supply Co... . Frank 
B. Stover, general manager of Alexandria 
Amusement Co., vacationed in Florida. ; 
RKO division manager, Robert Folliard, 
and Mrs. Folliard, celebrated their 21st wed- 
ding anniversary. . . . Morton Gerber, presi- 
dent of District Theatres, and Mrs. Gerber, 


are parents of a son, born on March 5. 


fornia. 


manage! 


300-car 
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RKO Circuit 


Shows Loss 


Net income of RKO Theatres Corp. and 
subsidiary companies deduction for 
special items for the year 1953 was $909,216 
as compared with $1,056,691 for 1952. After 
deduction of special items the net loss was 
1953 as compared with 
a net income of $1,025,913 in 1952. 

The special items in 1953 included losses 
from the theatre 
amounting to $2,245,786, resulting in the 
elimination of federal 
$765,000 which otherwise 


bef« re 


$296,570 jor the year 


disposal of properties 


income taxes of 
would have 
payable on net income and in a carry-back 
to the previous which will result in 
recovery of taxes amounting to $275,000. 

Special items in 1952 included a loss oi 
$182,778 from the disposal of theatre prop- 
erties and resulted in a reduction of $152,000 
in federal income taxes for that year. 


District Circuit Dismissed 
As Pix Suit Defendant 
WASHINGTON: District 
poration has been dismissed as 


been 


year 


Theatres Cor- 
a defendant 
in a $1,248,000 damage and injunction anti- 
trust suit brought against it and the eight 
major distributors by Pix Theatres, Inc. 
Samuel, Max and Faith Cummins, Celia 


B. Cohen and Rose Chatkin—formerly doing 
Theatres, 
suit claiming that 


Ine.—had filed the 
District’s Langston thea- 


\% 9 
| - Welcome 
> Barkers +} 


1 Wes 
~ to Big DIY 


business as Pix 
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tre had been favored over the Pix-operated 
Plymouth. Robert Sher, attorney for Dis 
trict, moved that District be 
the ground the Cummins group had sold out 
more than six years before the suit was filed 
and that therefore the statute of limitations 
had run on the complaint. The Cummins 
group did not oppose the motion, and 
Matthew McGuire in U. S. District 
here dismissed the suit. 

The same argument would not apply for 
the distributors statute of limita- 
tions was suspended as regards them during 
anti-trust suit 


dismissed on 


Judge 
Court 


since the 


the period the Government’s 
was pending. 


Downing Forms Unit to 
Aid Tribute to German 


Russell V. 
dinner committee for the 
ety Club Heart Award 
a national committee to assist in the enter- 
tribute to William J 
Astoria Hotel, New 
leadet 
Downing’ 


Balaban 


chairman of th 
first annual Vari 
Dinner, is 


Downing, 
forming 


industry’ 
German at the Waldorf 
York, May 6. Among the industry 
who have accepted M1 

Barney 


tainment 


already 


invitation to serve are 


Nate Blumberg, Steve Broidy, Leonard 
Goldenson, James R. Grainger, Arthu: 
Krim, Milton Rackmil, Herman Robbins 


Sol Schwartz, Spyros P. Skouras and Hei 


bert J. Yates. Mr. German, who will receiv: 
the New York Variety Club’s first annual 
Heart Award, is president of the Variety 
Club Foundation to Combat Epilepsy, which 


supports the Variety Club clinic for children 


with epilepsy at Columbia Medical Center. 


about striking miners, 





*"Salt”’ Gets 


Opening Date 


Salt of the Earth,” controversial filn 
produced last year in 
\Il., was scheduled 


Sunday, March 14, at 


Silver City, N 
in New York 
Grande theatre. 
directed by Herbert J 
Michael Wilsot1 


it for Inde 


The film was 


Biberman from a script by 


while Paul Jarrico produced 


pendent Productions Corp. Both Mr. Biber 
man ind \Ir Jarrico have been iccused by 
witnesses as past or present Communists be 
fore the House Committee on Un-American 


Activities. The leading male role in th 


is played by Juan Chacon, in real life tl 
president of the International Mine, Mill at 
Smelter Workers, Local 890 of Bayard, 


N. M Che Mine, Mill and Smelter Work 
ers has beet ousted fro1 the ( IQ) o1 re 
of being Communist-dominate Playing 


] 


the feminine lead is Mexican actress Rosaura 


Revueltas, who deported followin 
charges in Congress that the fil \ Con 
nunist-inspired 

The Grande theatre, which has_ book 
lm, de eS not en ploy | \ proyec 


tionists 


IATSE 


the fi 
it was stated by a spokesman fo1 
Local 306, who called the Grande a “non 
house He declared the local wa 
from the 


union” 
awaiting word International 01 
what action, if anv to take. [ATSE presi 
dent Richard W ilsh asked all locais te 

if the film 


form him is in union houses 
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WEEKLY Report — 


. . . supplementing the 
department of special 
articles and market news 
published every fourth 
week, adjoining the Man- 
agers Round Table except 
when bound into the 
Spring and Fall Buyers 
Numbers, and the annual 
Market Guide Edition, of 
Better Theatres. 


CONFER ON PROFIT FACTORS 


Snack Service Methods Are und exhibitors in a program covering most Tenn. Mr. Chrisman urged the use of ad 


items regularly sold at theatres. vertising material supplied by the IPA, and 


Discussed at IPA Meeting for Hersch Yesley of Popcorn Sales Com training staffs to be “promotion conscious.” 
New York-Boston Area pany, Newtonville, Mass., expiained how the Extra revenue, he added, was gained by 


prices of the previous year help determine drive-in operators who sold popcorn at the 





rhe impact of market conditions, pricing the supply of the following year, due to box-office to incoming patrons. The use ot 
and merchandising methods on the profitable farmers’ planting greater acreage when the samples, too, was a sales stimulant, he said, 
operation of theatre refreshment stands was market is high, and vice versa. since it often developed a liking for popcorn 
variously described by leaders im the field How Government buying affects — the among persons who had seldom caten it. 
at the New York-Boston area conterence ol prices ot popcorn seasoning was described The value ol well lighted an‘ animated 
the International Popcorn Association by James A. Ryan of C. F. Simonin’s Sons, top-of-counter displays to move higher 
Held at the New Yorker Hotel in Man Inc., Philadelphia, who pointed out that priced candy packages was brought out by 
hattan, the one-day meeting was conducted cocoanut oil prices are dropping, while bet Lee Koken of RKO Theatres. He reported 
by Bert Nathan of the Theatre Popcorn ter peanuts have become available for oil. greatly increased sales of a 25c Hershey 
Vending Corporation, and Lee Koken ot Che importance of peint-of-sales promo product when it was offered on a turntable 
RKO Theatres, as co-chairmen, and was _ tion on popcorn sales was shown by H. E on top of the case. Mr. Koken did not 


addressed by manufacturers, distributors Chrisman, Cretors Corporation, Nashville, (Continued on page 46) 


At IPA's New York meeting: Leonard Gold, Rex Paper H. E. Christman of Cretors chatting Mel Berman, Tri-State Candy; Art Freedman, Selmix Dis- 
Specialty; Mike Cormelison, Western Popcorn; James at the IPA meeting with Pat Gardiner, pensers; Jack Servies, National Theatre Supply's home 
Ryan of Simonin's; and P. H. Luin, Western Popcorn. Supurdisplay promotion manager. office; and Nat Buchman, American Theatre Supply. 


(Photos courtesy of Coca-Cola Company) 


Irving Shapiro, Concession Enterprises; Nat Buchman; Morris Ladge, Pronto Carl Siegel, Stanley-Warner; Bert Nathan, Theatre Popcorn; Miss Roberta 
Sales; and Mel Green and Jimmy Stoneman of Redstone Theatres, Boston. Bart, "Miss Popcorn"; Lee Koken, RKO Theatres; Charles Okun, Coca Cola. 
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Y HEN you consider the elapsed time, 
the starts, the detours, the 
distractions and the detractors, all 

opposed to the best interests of motion pic- 
ture industry—we can be grateful to 
COMPO for having signed an advertising 
contract for a series of institutional adver- 
tisements in EDITOR & PUBLISHER, 
leading trade journal of the newspaper 
fraternity—and a fine platform from which 
we can address our friends, and foes, in the 
publishing field. 


false 


We haven't seen but the first advertise- 
ment in this new series, which is to appear 
for 26 
weeks, and will be read by every editor and 
publisher—that we'll be willing to guarantee. 
And all credit to Bob Coyne, special counsel 
of COMPO, whom the magazine quotes as 
our spokesman, introducing this appeal to 
the press, for fair treatment and better in- 
formation with regard to motion pictures. 
He says, “Some editorial writers thought 
our tax appeal was a grandiose lobbying 
campaign. Now we intend to provide these 
editors with kits of statistics, and ask not 
for publicity, but for undertanding.” It’s a 
fair statement of fact. 


in preferred position, on page 3, 


We wish that every theatre manager in 
the country could see these ads, and we don’t 
quite know how that is to be accomplished. 
The first one is a skillful presentation, in 
the best style of a major advertising agency, 
devoted to motion picture practice. Man- 
agers should be able to read this copy, as it 
is released, and follow it up, by personal 
contact with his own editors and publishers, 
in his own community and neighborhood. 
Perhaps that is the best way to see the ads— 
go ask to see them, at your newspaper office ! 

Go sit with your newspaper friends and 
call their attention to this advertising in 
their trade papers. Make sure it is seen 
and read, by seeing it and reading it, with 
them. Then, go down the line in following 
througn, with your best showman’s punch. 
We can’t stand alone, nor can this valuable 
project for our best interest, so take your 
cue immediately, go visit your editor, if you 


MANAGERS' ROUND TABLE SECTION, MARCH 








MISAPPREHENSION 


The other evening, at the National Press 
Club, in Washington, the public relations 
director of a national (veterans) organiza- 
tion told us, in all seriousness, that he gave 
the motion picture industry "three more 
years—possibly five''—and then we'd be 
washed up, all through, and forgotten. 


That's the result of the propaganda bar- 
rage that has gone out, derogatory to 
motion pictures and unfavorable to our 
true position. Curiously, we are ourselves 
guilty in part of spreading some of this 
misinformation—nor have we made any 
competent effort to combat what we know 
to be absolutely false. 


Recently, in Charlie Jones’ bulletin from 
the Allied Caravan of lowa, we read a 
report by President Al Myrick, of lowa 
Allied, on his trip to the West Coast. We 
quote one line—he says, "In the Los An- 
geles area, it is estimated that closed 
theatres had a seating capacity of 100,000 
while the theatres replacing them have a 
capacity of 156,000. All the replacements 
are not drive-ins; however, the new theatres 
are in more desirable locations." 


That's what we mean. Half the story, 
half the truth, told over and over again, 
but seldom, so very seldom, the rest of the 
story, which changes the picture and cor- 
rects the whole impression, as it is under- 
stood by the average layman, or even 
within our own industry. It will surely pay 
to put out some corrective figures about 
theatre closings, and to fortify our friends 
in their belief in motion pictures. 





haven’t done so in too long a time, and do 
it repeatedly as this institutional advertising 
series continues. 

We credit Ernie Emerling’s ‘Movie 
Memo’’—written for and directed to our 
newspaper friends—with having broken ice 
in the matter of newspaper relations. 
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An International Association of Motion Picture Showmen—Walter Brooks, Director 


How Long Jt Has Taken [o Reach This Objective! 


@ A VISITOR, the other day, came in to 
ask us if we had any belief that the major 
distributors put the 
small town theatre owner out of business. 
Just like that, he stated it, and it 
quote from various and sundry 
conventions, across the board. 
is—hell, no! Any distributor in his right 
mind knows that the 14,000 subsequent-run 
theatres in America are his stock in trade, 
and his proper hope for the future. The top 
bracket 3,000 theatres do turn in the most 
but help film industry 
when we lose the strength of the neighbor 
hood theatres. 

He told us, too, that he 
five times a week in his town of 4,000 popu- 
lation, and that he had no competition within 
more than 20 miles. That mistake, 
in our opinion, anyone who changes 


were determined to 


was a 
exhibito1 
Our answer 


revenue, Heaven 


was changing 


s his 


for 
that often is diminishing his potential audi 
ence, the fine and valuable films that 
available to him, and the industry he is in 


are 


We learned that lesson forty years ago— 
for any one of 1000 good reasons, nobody in 
any small town can be expected to go to 
the movies every day, or see every one of 
five changes of bill. Space ’em out to three 
changes aS a minimum, and you increase 
your potential audience. 


MN 


@ THE AVERAGE theatre manager may 
not be directly concerned in the “Charles J. 
Feldman Annual Sales sales 
incentive drive Universal 
changes, but he should be interested in the 
chart of “Personality Promotion Tours” 
which are part of that drive through April. 
Six different promotion tours are under way, 
with a second phase opening shortly, to in- 
clude Col. Ed Kirby, James Stewart and 
Don Haynes, for “The Glenn Miller Story” 
—Audie Murphy for “Ride Clear of Diablo” 

Chief Ish-Ti-Opi for “Taza, 
Cochise” and Millicent Patrick 
ture of the Black Lagoon.” 
up with local playdates. 


Drive”’—a 


now on in ex- 


Son oft 
for “Crea- 
Others coming 


—Walter Brooks 











Pictures Prove 
Portinence of 
Promotions 





MANAGERS, in the field, show proof of their 
promotions, pictorial evidence of how they have 
utilized message-making picture copy in the business 
of selling motion pictures. 


YOU MAY Win 
A REAUTL POG 


Bs, Rnb Pay Siege y Sm)! 


“adeadl Smiling Sol Sorkin, and his son 
2 GUEST TICKETS 10 SEE WS AC : 


se "a ted . . i : wl. ee nensigmtagneccateien 
2B "isthe most delightful romantic comedy of the year 


hs ‘4 


~stenannioanetsent a 


Monn 
"lean Pe 
RMiere of j ARTH 


Ri ANKS 


ayn s 


ey 
Ze 


~(tehnia ol. 
I 


f the New York 
tunt to an 


a walk on 


Clem Perry, managing director of the very social Sutton theatre, 
on New York's fashionable East side, shows actress Celeste Holm the 
antiaue car models as promotion for Universal's ‘Genevieve. 


alter Kessler, manager of Loew's Ohio theatre 
Columbus, poses with Dr. John H. McDowell, director of 
theatre arts at Ohio State University, and a student, a 
they inspect a photographic history of motion pictures, 


Ed McGlove, left, manager of the RKO Palace theatre, Cincinnati, 
presented for the university archives on the 30th anni- 


brings two ‘Horror Specialists'’ to examine Walter Phillips, WLW-TV 
personality, as promotion for ''Phantom of the Rue Morgue. 
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ManagerHas SHOWMEN IN ACTION 


New Policy 
For ‘Sadie’ 


When Joseph Mirasola, manager of the 
Lincoln theatre, Union City, N. J., was 
notified that he was to with “Miss 
Sadie Thompson” on Ash Wednesday. he 
was plently worried, in his strong!y Catholic 
community. So, he used a strategy which 
put him and his theatre in a better light 
and built satisfactory business in the face 
of obvious obstacles. It was surely a tough 
break, at the very beginning of Lent, and 
we think he used his head. 

He contacted three merchants and 
them the idea that ‘Miss Sadie Thompson” 
was not for children, so they underwrote 
a special cartoon children show and bought 


open 


sold 


out the 2500-seat house as opposition to the 
feature picture. With these tickets for free 
distribution, the merchants were committed 
to make sure that these were given only to 
children, and to the parents of children who 
would see “Miss Sadie Thompson” as adult 
entertainment. Each merchant distributed 
800 tickets according to instructions. 

The parochial schools were told of the 
plan, and they appreciated the management's 
point of view in the matter. The good will 
that was generated for the theatre, plus the 
gratitude of the merchants, plus the appre- 
ciative response of the parents—and the 
wonderful cooperation received {rom local 
civic and other groups, resulted in terrific 
box-office receipts. 


Wannie Tyers Reprints 
A Round Table Page 


Wannie Tyers, director of publicity for 
Odeon Theatres, Canada, has reprinted a 
page from the Round Table, announcing 
the winners in the last quarter of 1953, from 
the issue of January 30th, 1954, in which 13 
Odeon managers were listed, as winners of 
the Scroll of Honor and Citations for merit. 
The reprint is flattering to the Round Table, 
and is appreciated, and it is also flattering to 
Odeon managers who can command so much 
in the way of awards for good showmanship. 
3usiness is good in Canada, because they 
make it so, by good work, at their trades. 


Life Savers of Canada 
Cooperate with "Kate" 


Ed Lamoureux, manager of the Palace 
theatre, Windsor, Ontario, took advantage 
of a national tieup with the Life Saver Co., 
of Canada to exploit “Kiss Me Kate.” 
ral thousand samples of the candy with the 
hole were enclosed in glassine envelopes, 
advertising the film, and distributed in ad- 
vance of his playdates. His theatre art de- 
partment created special lobby display in 
3-D, and he had 50 silk-screen window 


Seve- 


cards on buses serving the business area. 
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Republic Pictures has sent out press 
sheets on two Roy Rogers reissues, “Bells 
of Rosarita” and “Man Oklahoma” 
which are badly with 
Rider’s Clubs. 


From 
needed in theatres 


v 


Johnny H. Jones, manager of the Crest 
theatre, Stillwater, Okla., sends samples of 
is amusing advertising for ‘““Mr. Potts Goes 
to Moscow’—a hot comedy about the cold 
war—"the modern you can_ hear 
without earmuffs, on our miracle midget 

; “You can see Mr. Potts with- 


miracle 


screen.” Says 


out glasses.” 


v 
Paramount’s “Red Garters” opens next 
week at the Astor theatre, on Broadway, for 


a run, and simultaneously, in Macy’s win 
dows, where there is reputedly no privacy. 
v 

The Daily Mirror’s well known “Inquir- 
ing Reporter” in New York City, will 
devote the entire week of his photographic 
research to asking the question “Which was 
the Best Year of Your Life’ as promotion 
for the Samuel Goldwyn picture, opening at 
the Criterion theatre, on Broadway. 

v 

ZCMI, which is a department store and 
not a TV statiop.in Salt Lake City, devel- 
week-long™ promotion stunt with 
manager Robert Workman of the Center 
theatre, for “The Glenn Miller Story” with 
a Bridal Fashion Show featured. 

v 

Murray Spector, manager of 
Plaza theatre, Englewood, N. J., set up a 
peep-box as lobby display, so the girls could 
look and see “How to Marry a Millionaire” 
as to just 
how this is to be done, in seven easy lessons. 


oped a 


Skouras’ 


—using pressbook instructions 


Amusing advice for aggressive admirers. 


Elmer N. DeWitt, 


Brothers theatres in 


manager of Mallers 
Defiance, Ohio, sends 
a photograph to show how they utilize 24 
sheets as lobby display at the Valentine and 
Strand theatres. 
v 
Jack Bridges, manager of the Victory the 


atre, Timmins, Ontario, sends copies of his 


radio spots which read: “All I Do Is Drean 
of You,” une jolie chanson du film “The 
\ffairs of Dobie Gillis” qui tient présente 
ment la vendette au cinéma Victory. Voici 


Debbie Reynolds qui chante. 
v 


Rocco Mazzuca, manager of Interboro’s 
Linden theatre, Jamaica, L. I., sends some 
snaps of his co-op promotion with a local 
music shop, for “Walking My Baby Back 
Home.” 

v 
George Forham, manager of the Belle 


theatre, Belleville, Ont., sends us a memo t 
the effect that his campaign on “The Robe’ 
is an entry for the Quigley Awards. 

v 
Bill Riding, newly installed as managet 
Starts 


Awards witl 


of Loew’s Regent theatre, Harrisburg, 
off his entries for the Quigley 
a complete campaign on “Knights of the 
Round Table’—up to and exceeding pre 
vious records with this attraction. 
v 

Jerry Schur, manager of Skouras Crotona 
theatre, in the Bronx, sends samples of his 
recent showmanship and says that he has 
many things in progress which he will be 
duly reporting in future meetings 


v 


Richard Empey, manager of the Granada 
theatre, Duluth, Minn., had a “Miss Sadie 
Thompson” contest with local girls match 


ing those measurements, for a sponsored 


television set as an award. 


. . 
sear ay 


STEMAR! 
ALLY A ead 





That's Ed MacKenna, manager of the Joy theatre in New Orleans, standing fourth from 
the right in this excited group of members of the New Orleans Disc Jockey Association, 
and their wives, enjoying typical MacKenna hospitality and the celebrated cuisine of 
Arnaud's Restaurant, just before a special preview of "The Glenn Miller Story.” 
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Smart Promotion By 
Newspaper Chain 


World-Telegram and Sun 
"OSCAR" CONTEST 


P.O. Box 275, New York 46, N. Y. 


I predict the motion picture “Oscar” awards for 
1953 will go to the following: 


(Please print or type complete coupon) 


BEST PICTURE 





NOMINATIONS are: “From Here to Eternity,” ‘“‘Thé Robe,” “Julius 
Caesar,” “Ronian Holiday” and “Shane.” 


BEST ACTOR—Name and Film 





NOMINATIONS are: Burt Lancaster—“From Here to Eternity’; Marion 
Brenio—‘‘Julius Caesar’; Richard Burton—‘‘The Robe’; Montgomery 
Cliit— ‘From Here to Eternity.’ and William Holden—‘‘Stalag 17. 


BEST ACTRESS—Name ond Film 





NOMINATIONS are: Audrey Hepburn—‘‘Roman Holiday’; Maggie 
MoNamara—“The Moon Is Blue’; Ava Gardner—‘‘Mogambo"’; Deborah 
Kerr— ‘From Here to Eternity,” and Leslie Caron—"‘Lili.” 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR—Name and Film 





NOMINATIONS are: Eddie Albert—‘‘Roman Holiday’; Brandon deWilde 
—“Shane”’: Jack Palance—‘‘Shane”’; Frank Sinatra—‘‘From Here to 
Eternity,” and Robert Strauss—‘Staleg 17." 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS—Name and Film 





Geraldine Page — “Hondo”; Grace Kelly -— 
orch oo": Donna Reed—‘‘From 
up 


NOMINATIONS are 
—""N 
on South B6treet.” 


focambo'; Marjorie Rambeau— 
Here to Et yr.’ and Thelma Ritter—‘‘Pic 


BEST DIRECTOR—Neme and Film 





NOMINATIONS are: Fred Zinneman—“From Here to Eternity”; Charles 
Walters—“Lili’: William Wyler—“Roman Holiday’; George Stevens— 
: ¢.’ and Billie Wilder—“Stalag 17 


Finish the following sentence in not more than 25 
additional words: MY OWN FAVORITE MOVIE OF 


1953 WAS: (Not necessarily one of the nominations above.) 





because 














NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 








aoe... SIA 


Oscar 


RULES 


1—The contest is open to everyone 
except employees (and their tam- 
flies) of the World-Telesram and 
Sun and the Reuben Donne!ley Co». 


2—Submit as many entries as you 
wish but write your predictions on 
either the official World-Telegram 
and Sun entry coupon or an exact 
sz: facsimile. Other copies of the 
co1pon—printed. mimeographed cr 
otherwise mechanically reproduced 
will NOT be accepted. 


8—Partially filled-in entries are 
not eligible. The complete predic- 
tions and 25-word tie - breaker 
sentence must be mailed to Oscar 
Editor, P.O. Box 275, New York 46, 
N. Y.. NOT LATER THAN MID- 
NIGHT, March 20, 1054. 


4—Winners will be determined on 
accuracy of predictions based on 
Oscar selections to be announced 
by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences On March 25 and 
on merit of statement about favorite 
1953 movie, 


5—Judges’ decisions will he final. 
Duplicate awards will be made in 
cases of ties. 


THE PRIZES 
1st—$500.00 
2nd—$200.00 
3rd—$100.00 
4th—$ 50.00 
5th—$ 25.00 
6 to 30—$5 ea. 


Right answers in an Oscar contest will make movies pay off for readers of Scripps- 
Howard newspapers across the country—as the above entry blank indicates. We've seen 
this contest in work, in the New York World Telegram, and the Washington Daily News, 
and most of you will have seen the announcement in one or more of the 27 Scripps-Howard 
newspapers, also pubilshed in Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, San Fran- 
cisco, Indianapolis, Knoxville, Denver, Birmingham, Memphis, Evansville, Houston, Fort 


Worth, El Paso, Albuquerque and several other cities. 


The joy in this particular contest is the way in which it ties your public and your play- 
dates with the Academy Awards, to be announced on a deluxe television program, fully 
sponsored and cost-free to the industry, later this month. That's what we call getting 
maximum public relations and publicity value from two competitive mediums, at no cost to 


the theatre or its patrons. 
paper or local sponsor. 


You can catch a similar ride, in your town, with your news- 
It has taken quite a few years to get this result. 





Bob Ancell 
Is Now In 
Cleveland 


Robert E. Ancell, formerly manager oi 
the Palms theatre, West Palm Beach, is 
now located as house manager and publicist 
at the Hippodrome theatre in Cleveland, 
Ohio, where Jack Silverthorne is managing 
director. We find several items of news 
from him, including his publicity compaign 
for “Mr. Potts Goes To Moscow’’—which 
started with teaser ads, in Russian, in daily 
newspapers, with the caption, call Tol-5022 
for the translation. More than 400 tele- 
phoned the theatre to learn the playdate 
and title of the incoming attraction. For 
street ballyhoo, he had an usher in Russian 
costume, carrying a briefcase, and wearing 
fantastic whiskers. A local disc-jockey ran 
a gag record, “Now an important message 
from Moscow”—tollowed by a blurb in Rus- 
sian and the tag line, “In plain English, 
‘Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow’ ” ete. 

Scottish 
as ballyhoo for “Rob Roy” 
thwarted by 


His plans for a Band 
were rather 
the blizzard that opened the 
same day, but commercial tieups with local 


Piper 


bakers and grocery stores, plus the distribu- 
tion of 30,000 heralds, with 1200 window 
cards and 60 spot announcements on the air, 
offset that disadvantage. \ personalized 
letter to five Scottish clans and organiza- 
tions in Cleveland helped to bring them in. 

“Little Fugitive’ was given adult treat- 
ment, to impress them with the quality of 
this picture, which had special endorse- 
ment from the Cleveland Motion Picture 
Council and the PTA. Bob had the coopera- 
tion of a local drug chain in sponsoring 
co-op advertising for this engagement at 
the Tower theatre. 


Paramount Pageant 


In 32 Key Cities 


Managers throughout the U. S. will be 
guests of Paramount at special nation-wide 


triple-feature previews of new product in a 
program to provide theatres with “top flight 
pictures of maximum box-office potential.” 
During a five-day period, March 29th 
through April 2nd, conveniently located 
theatres in 32 key cities will be engaged for 
day-long showings for theatre men, circuit 
buyers and bookers, and exhibitors generally. 
“Elephant Walk” heads the list of important 
new production which will be screened for 
the trade on these occasions. You may find 
ont all about it at your Paramount exchange. 


Bonus for Patrons 


Who Brave Weather 


Al Sherman, manager of the neighbor- 
hood Georgetown theatre, Washington, 
D. C., issues “Bad Weather Bonus Tickets” 
to hardy souls who brave storms, sleet and 
their favorite 
cinema, in view of Washington’s indecisive, 


snow, to. visit repertory 
but not necessarily inclement, weather. 
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Catastrophe 


As we go to comes word from 
Charlie Jones of a catastrophic fire which 
destroyed the business section of the little 
town of Elma, Iowa, on the morning of 
March 9th. The Dawn theatre, seven other 
business buildings and nine dwellings were 


press, 


obliterated, with the destruction complete, 
“down to eyeglasses and false teeth’’—to 
use a typical Charlie Jones quote. Explosion 
and gale winds wiped out the full block on 
both sides of the street. Since the population 
of Elma is only 800, we can imagine that 
the fire destroyed most of Main Street. 

Charlie “insurance 
to 80% 


Personally,” writes, 
vould replace me as I stood 70% 
covered, but such a community clobbering 
naturally leaves all future plans undecided 
at the present. Much will depend on the 
plans of adjacent businesses, including the 
newspaper.” Necessarily brief, his 
munique has but one impact, other than 
and that is the urge for 
men to rally in support of a 


com- 
shock, all good 
showman. In- 
cidentally, all of the equipment and records 
of the Allied Caravan, of which he is Secre 
lost in the disaster. We 
only express our sympathy and understand- 
ing at this moment and hope that Round 
Table may lend a hand in the 
emergency, insofar as circumstances permit. 


tary, were can 


members 





FREE TICKETS 
THE ROBE 


Starting at the Indiana Theatre January 28th 
You'll Be the Guests of the Terre Haute Tribune-Star 
AFTER MONDAY, FEB. ist 








The First Motion Picture in 


INEMA: 


THE GREATEST STORY 
OF LOVE AND FAITH 
EVER BROUGHT TO 
THE SCREEN! 




















PH K e 
obe | « 
‘ Starts 
TECHNICOLOR Thursday 
Here’s All You Have To Do! Jan. 28th 
INDIANA 
THEATRE 
Terre Haute Tribune, | Everyone Is 
Terre Haute, Indiana | Eligible! H 
| Including Tribume-Star | 
' Carriers | 











Y mor 7 | nei 


COUPONS TODAY 














C. A. Matthews, district supervisor for 
Alliance Theatres in Terre Haute, Indiana, 
enjoyed this “house ad" placed by the Terre 
Haute Tribune, in what he calls “one of his 
subscription gags." We call it darn good 
cooperative advertising, in large space. 
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Elma, Towa. Selling Approach 





RED GARTERS — Paramount. Color by 
Technicolor. With a Whoop and a Holler, 
here's one right out of the Old Wild and 
Woolly West, as it never was. The most 
exciting, new idea in musical westerns, fea 
turing Rosemary Clooney, Jack Carson, 
Guy Mitchell, Pat Crowley, Gene Barry 
Cass Daley, and those gorgeous red garter 
girls! It's different, it's refreshing, it's great 
entertainment. Big fun-show kids the pant 
off the westerns. 24-sheet and all posters 
offer plenty of room for art work, showing 
where red garters are worn. Newspaper ad 
mats in character with a Broadway show 
plus that hat-tipping respect for the Old 
West where men are men and women are 
really appreciated. Mats will give you a 
new selling approach for something new 
and different. The complete campaign mat 
at the special economy price of 35c is the 
biggest bargain at National Screen, with 
eleven ad mats and slugs, plus two publicity 
mats, sufficient to supply all the needs of 
mall theatres and give you a better choice 
than you've ever had available at the press. 
This is a pretty unusual picture and you 
better prepare your audience for some 
attractive spoofing, along with music and 
excitement like it used to be. The film ha 

been presold with national magazine ad 

vertising in advance of a saturation pre 

miere in the southwest and other key city 
first runs, through February issues, now on 
the stands. The picture opens in New York 
at the Astor for a run, on March 12th, prior 


+ 


> release in this exchange area. 


THE LONG, LONG TRAILER—MGM Pic- 
tures. All in gorgeous color. America's No. 
| television favorites, now funnier than ever 
yn your theatre screen. Lucille Ball 
Desi Arnaz, stars of "I Love Lucy,” hilari 
ously presented’in a riotous, adventure 
packed comedy of a honeymoon in a house 
on wheels! 1001 laughs, miles of smiles, on 
the bumpy road to love. Lucy and Desi in 
their scrappiest, happiest hit. 24-sheet and 
all posters suitable for art materials in mak- 
ing your own lobby and marquee displays. 
Two-color herald from Cato Show Print. 
Special set of six lobby door panels and 
a window card. Seven-foot cut-out standee 
in six colors, priced at $8.50 each from 
New York. Set of 8x !0 color prints helps 
to sell color with color as special display. 
Newspaper ad mats especially good, with 
accent on "We're in the movies now’ and 
"You'll love Lucy.'" Many mats in all sizes 
and the big economy mat, originated by 
MGM, includes nine ad mats and slugs 
two vublicity mats and a yard of linotype 
border, all for 35¢ at National Screen. It's 
a bargain. Some fine commerical tieup 

beginning with New Moon Trailers, which 
appear in the picture and you'll find a 
complete list of their dealers in the pre 

book, with instructions for getting a free 
ride in cooperative advertising. Also a 


and 


across the 






Phillip Morris tieup, nationa 
cury cars. There are several franchise tieuy 
for Desilu merchandise, sponsored by the 
television stars. Cut-out doll and coloring 
books from Whitman Publishing Co. You 
can land a full-page cooperative ad spon 
ored by local merchants in your town, wit! 
uggestions offered. Picture has been ex 
tensively advertised in the natic 
zines for March, and in the fan magazines 


ana Mer 


for February. It's a funny idea. 


HELL AND HIGH WATER—20th Century- 


Fox CinemaScope in Technicolor DeL 


Across the length and breadth of 
world, CinemaScope achieves the high 
water mark of excitement, propels you be 


neath the ocean in a submarine, with that 


mutinous, daringly magnificent crew of 29 
men and one beautiful woman, c 

Jangerous mission ever filmed! 28-sheet 
replaces the 24-sheet for additional poste: 
quality and art material for | 

quee display. Special jumbo herald keys the 
st the 


n the m 


: 
bby and mar 


campaign for maximum distributi 

point of sale. Window card 
accessories, in keeping with top-bracket 
handling. Newspaper ad mat 
Tre 


and special 


in gener 
variety Si 
cluding the complete campaign mat whict 
ells for 35c at National Screen and pr 

vides six display ad mats and two publicity 
mats at the price you pay for a single mat 
on standing order. A set of teasers in vari 


| i! ° ; 
US IZE Will SE || the inc ming 


! i 
m very iarge TO malier 


Tract 
yr its excitement value, in new dimensi 
transcription record 


Free radio 


ae “i ‘er os 

ook editor. Tw Techn Cc r trailer 
wish c ; 

I ¢ nema ne 1G one Tor Tlat 2 


Darvi, new star t 
oressbook 


ta 
ducing Bella 
this picture, you'll find good ug 
gestions and exploitation tieups. Extrava 
qant cast is illustrated in a gallery of star 
photos, attached within many 


paper ad mats, and it 


ings. Intr 


f the news- 
makes a good di 
play acr the space. Pressk 


| 
OK suqgestT 


military and Navy tieups at the local 
and you'll find these cooperative and ea 


ug 
to get, if you make the right sales ar 

t roach. At last reports there were 834 
theatres equipped for CinemaScope and 


that make € lling aporoa rn qa pertinent 


mattter in both large and smal! | 


country. 


TRAILERS 


That Get You Best Results 
And The Speed You Need. & 


SPECIAL |: 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Fifteen cents per word, money-order or check with copy. Count initials, box number and address. Minimum insertion $1.50. Four 


insertions for the price of three. Contract rates on application. No borders or cuts. Forms close Mondays at 5 P.M. Publisher 
reserves the right to reject any copy. Film and trailer advertising not accepted. Classified advertising not subject to agency 


CD 


commission. Address copy and checks: MOTION PICTURE HERALD, Classified Dept., Rockefeller Center, New York (20) 





DRIVE-IN EQUIPMENT 


HELP WANTED 





W IDE s RI EN Lucid OFF! 
Wide 


] 


PRESENTATIONS 
1 pe ] pertur ediately 
available Wi t r details. S. O. S CINEMA SUP 
PLY CORP 4 \ 52nd St., New York 





USED D EQUIPMENT 


EQUIPMENT SUITABLI 
door tre consisting of Simplex 
oul le "ede 9 r shutter mechanist BPs witl 
We F r auton < W sé nd projection lenses. Sim 
plex b ases, almost new 
high-intensity ind controls 
RCA Model and parts cab 
inet fille film cabinets 
nd 3-um Above 
ment has always been n service and i 
perfect operating condition. First $1,200 cash takes it 
all. Call or write DAVID SANDLER, care of Thea 
trecraft Mfg. Corp.. 1878 E. 18th St., Cleveland 14, 
Ohio. Phone FA 1-4958 


COMPLETE BOOTH 


BIG SAVINGS ON ee SCREENS AND LENSES 
at Star! Write ir Simplex-Acme Projectors; 
suprex 50 ampere I sian muses, RCA rotary stab 
sound, heavy s, rebuilt, $1,095; Brenkert E C 
Lamphouses, 1 t, $489.50 pair; 3 unit electric Ticket 
Register, rebuilt, $139.50; ¢ venti iry CC Mechanisms, re 
uilt, $725 5 Id Sy rs, $12.95. What do y 

( “INE M. 4 SUP P | Y. 447 West 52nd St 
New 


need STAR 
Yorl 





PROTECTORS BY DeVRY REBUILT LIKE NEW 
Ss. O. S. from $ Send r Bulletin DEVPRO 
rime . vai Ss. ( Ss. CINEMA SUPPLY 


CORP., 602 W nd St., New Yor 


SERVICES 





WINDOW CARDS. PROGRAMS, HERALDS 
to-offset printing. CATO SHOW PRINTING CO 
N. 


THEATRE MANAGERS — LARGE ORGANIZA 
tion operating in and out of Denver. Good starting 
salary; bonus; insurance; pension; other benefits. 
Submit snapshot, personal history record; age, educa- 
tion, marital status, experience, etc. Replies held con 
fidential. BOX 2771, MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 





MANAGER FOR FIRST-RUN THE 
a Ability and exploitation 
starting salary 


MOTION 


WANTED 
— Immediate 
required ae insuran Good 
Geneacteaity ivancement. BOX 2778, 
PICTURE HE RALD 





BUSINESS BOOSTERS 


INDOOR ADVER 
ENTERPRISES, 


FREE ae RE DRIVE-IN, 
PARKHURST 


tisinge Spe lties 


Lansing 10. Mich. 





POSITIONS WANTED 


HIGH GRADE. al ~ ae MANAGER AV AIL 
Farly fort ellent references sO) 27 a 
Mi TION PI¢ TU RE HERALD 


PROMOTIONAL, EXPLOIT ATION MINDED 
manager thor rhly experienced, with faith in indus 
try’s future, preser tly employed, desires solid connec 
tion offering better opportunities. BOX 2776, MOTION 
PICTURE HERALD 


STUDIO EQUIPMENT 





HARNESS YOUR EXPERIENCE SHOOT LOCAL 
newsreels, T n mumerci s, documentarie Arrange 

ivertising tie-u ith local n verchants Ask for Film 
Productior al : S.O.8 ( INE MA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 52nd St., New York 19. 


THEATRES 





FOR SALE—725-CAR DRIVE-IN THEATRE LO 
cated near northwestern city. Finest and latest equip 
ment available. BOX 2774, MOTION PICTURE 
HERALD 


ULTRA MODERN 575 SEAT THEATRE, 5 YEARS 
, Littlestown, Pa. Only theatre in town, and located 
main highway. Completely fireproof, finest ait 

conditioning, modern all glass doors. Inquire J. 5S 

3AKER, 911 W. 36th St., Baltimore 11, Md 


FOR SALE—500-CAR DRIVE-IN PHEATRE, 
wonderful location, prosperous area, 75 miles New 
York City. Gross approximately $100,000, handsome 
net. Price $110,000. BOX 2777, MOTION PICTURE 
HERALD 





SEATING 





CAN’T BEAT THIS SEAT FOR $4.95! 500 FULI 
upholstered back, boxspring cushion, excellent cond: 
tion. Many more. Send for chair bulletin Ss. GO § 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New 
York 19 





NEW EQUIPMENT 





SAVE ON CARBONS! ALL egies MOTORIZED 
carbon savers for angle trim are lamps (Mighty 90, 
etc.) $59.50. S$. O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 
W. 52nd St., New York 19 





BIG PANORAMIC SCREENS—LOW PRICES! 
All purpose metallic screens 90c sq. ft. Wide angle 
lenses, special apertures immediately available. S. O. S 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St New 
York 19 





Conter on 


Protit Factors 


(Continued from page 40) 


1 such displays for t 


nend 


e lower price 


sales are lagging far 


lities due to failure of 


itre ice crean 
behind their potentia 
nanufacturers to supply the colorful super- 
cabinets, according to Nat 
Buchman, American Theatre 
Boston. Visual 
cites appetities, Mr. Buch 


market type of 
Supply Com 
— lay always ex- 


lan pointed out, 


pany, 


and gave as an example a decrease of ice 
stores, where below-the- 
used. He 
increased 
display type 


cream sales in drug 
methods are 
greatly 


visual 


counter also cited 
revenue in 


cabinets 


examples of 
theatres using 
manufactured by Supurdisplay, Inc., of Mil 
waukee. 

The number of items that can be sold 


through vending machines is limited only 
by the 


Carl Siegel of the 


believes 
Managt 
Enumerating 


ingenuity of manufacturers, 
Stanley-Warner 
New York. 


ment Company, 


46 


a long list of products sold by the circuit, 


automatic equipment be 


retreshment counter, 


he warned that 
placed away from the 
it was a source of extra income. Mr. 
brought out the interesting 
observation that machines in the 
lounge did better when placed near a men’s 
room, since men prefer to operate mechanical 
also hesitate, he said, to 
come too close to the rest room provided for 


since 
Siegel also 
vending 


contrivances and 
women! 


Cafeteria Called Preferable 


Discussing “Cafeteria vs. Station Opera- 
tion,” Phil Lowe of the Theatre Candy 
Company, Boston, declared that an 
efficiently laid out and operated cafeteria 
was better able with rush intermis- 
drive-ins than the station 
method. He however, that the 
station operation could more handle 
and lend itself to wider vari- 
facilities. 
In a discussion of this subject, Mr. Chris 
d out that while a station system 
could equal the gross of a cafeteria, the lat 
ereater net on the same 
also demonstrated that 


to cope 
sion crowds at 
conceded, 
easily 
“special items” 
ation in range of service 


man pointe 


ter should return a 
business volume. He 


all station help must be trained, 
since they must handle food preparation, do 
the serving and perform as cashiers, while 
in the cafeteria the food servers could be 
relatively inexperienced 
operation. 

The importance of rotating refreshment 
trailers to avoid monotony, and the strategic 
placing of shorts before and after intermis- 
James Loeb of Walter 
Theatres in New York and New 
Jersey. He warned particularly against 
starting the post-intermission program with 
a cartoon, since that drew refreshment 
patrons from the stand immediately because 
of the cartoon’s popularity. 

Thomas J. Sullivan, 
dent of IPA, read a message emphasizing 
the importance of popcorn promotion from 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, Jr., Theatre Con- 
fections of Canada, who was unable to at- 
tend. Mr. Sullivan also commented on the 
value of IPA to the entire theatre 
ment field. 

Peter Warren of Pepsi-Cola, Inc., was 
host at a luncheon for those attending, and 
Charles Okun, of The Coca-Cola Company, 
gave a cocktail party after- 


broadly 


in other phases of 


sions, was noted by 


Reade 


executive 


vice-presi- 


head of 


refresh- 


following the 


noon session. 
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Yankee Pasha 


U-l—Love's Long Trail 
(Color by Technicolor) 

Rarely has a man fought so valiantly for a 
woman or over such a wide sweep of geography 
as Jeff Chandler in “Yankee Pasha.” But it 
easily is worth it, for the woman is the flame- 
tressed Rhonda Fleming. 

This Howard Christie production is a smart 
formula package aimed at winning the most 
popular appeal. The picture has action, fighting, 
romance, exotic settings and lovely girls in 
scanty costumes. 

As the story opens in Salem, Mass., in 1800, 
Jeff Chandler, a sharp-shooting frontiersman, 
rides into town. He falls in love with Miss 
Fleming, but she, to protect her father’s posi- 
tion, has to marry another. Off rides the dis- 
consolate Chandler. He later learns that Miss 
Fleming has not married, because she loves 
only Chandler. Back to claim her rides Chand- 
ler, but by this time she is off to Marseilles. 
En route pirates attack the ship and hustle Miss 
Fleming off to the Near East to sell her in 
the slave market. 

Always in pursuit is Chandler. Because of 
his markmanship he endears himself to the 
Sultan and from this position he aims to rescue 
Miss Fleming from the sultan’s sinister aide, 
who has purchased her. Thus there are some 
tense moments of danger, treachery and even 
comedy. To finally rescue Miss Fleming, 
Chandler has to break from prison, engage in 
a rousing battle, and finally make his way to 
sea and on to happiness. 

Others in the cast are Mamie Van Doren, 
a slave girl whose shapeliness is equalled only 
by her loquaciousness, and Lee J. Cobb as the 
sultan. 

Joseph Pevney directed from the screenplay 
by Joseph Hoffman. 

Reviewed at the home office projection room. 
Reviewer's Rating: Very Good—MAanpEL 
HERBSTMAN. ; 


Release date, April 1954. Running time, 84 minutes. 





PCA No. 16777. General audience classification. 

rigs ete Re Bh gph ATES Jeff Chandler 
ME Sn 8055.45.55) 2.55459 cae sen nae Rhonda Fleming 
Laélith...%. eee eeeeeecccsecssceeeesseeesMamie Van Doren 
Lee J. Cobb, Hal March, Phil Van Zandt, Benny 
Rubin, Tudor Owen, Harry Lauter, Forbes Murray. 


Arthur Space 


Ma and Pa Kettle at Home 
U-I—Down on the Farm 


Aptly titled, “Ma and Pa Kettle at Home” 
shows one of cinema’s favorite families at work 
and play down on the farm. By this time the 
patron knows the type of entertainment to ex- 
pect from the Kettle pictures. This one rates 
high in the series, and past exhibitor experience 
with the Kettle pictures is the best indication 
of its box office potential in a given situation. 

Once again Marjorie Main and Percy Kil- 
bride are churning up their familiar brand of 
comedy in the title roles. The story gets under 
way when the Kettles’ eldest boy, Brett Halsey, 
and neighbor schoolmate Alice Kelley compete 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, MARCH 13, 1954 


with each other for a grand prize from a maga- 
zine following their winning of an essay on the 
topic, “My Life on a Typical American Farm.” 
Alan Mowbray, editor of the magazine and his 
staff photographer, Ross Elliott, go down to 
the farm to investigate its glories. 

They soon find, however, that the boy’s imag- 
ination ran away with him, for the farm is not 
a new and streamlined one but a run-down 
shambles. The story derives most of its humor 
from Mowbray, making his rounds on the farm 
and becoming the butt of many a coincidence 
and accident. As Mowbray’s frustration mounts 
it becomes increasingly clear that the Kettle 
boy is not going to win. However, in the screen- 
play by Kay Lenard, love blossoms for Mowbray 
on the farm, enlightens his understanding and 
disposes him to make two awards, one to each 
contestant. Thus all is harmony and happiness. 


Richard Wilson produced and Charles La- 
mont directed. 

Seen in the home office projection room. 
Reviewer's Rating: Good. M. H. 

Release date, April, 1954. Running time, 81 min 
utes. PCA No. 16566. General audience classification 
ME OOD «cn. saauie oaeenmeat és tece tenes d Marjorie Main 
IIE six Kanda underadeghmates<basas Percy Kilbridk 
ated) RIN INIENNS 55:0 Sc aca besdeee<sensess Alice Kelley 
Brett Halsey, Alan Mowbray, Oliver Blake, Stan 
Ross, Emory Parnell, Richard Eyer, Ross Elliott 


Irving Bacon 


The Golden Mask 


U.A.-Associated British — Archaeology in 
Africa. 
(Color by Technicolor) 

Van Heflin and Wanda Hendrix are the 
American box office names which head the 
cast of this Associated British Pictures Corpo- 
ration production, dealing with an archaeo- 
logical expedition and shot almost entirely on 
North African locations in lovely color by 
Technicolor. It is an unpretentious little ad- 
venture drama, somewhat thin in plot for all 
the loving care in production, but still enter- 
taining and nicely paced for general runs. 

Heflin plays an American archaeologist- 
journalist with a reputation for writing ex- 
ploitation-type best sellers. In London he joins 
an expedition organized by Eric Portman, an 
eminent British Museum man who takes the 
brash American along only because the Mu- 
seum is short on funds. The quest is to find 
a priceless golden mask, believed to be buried 
in a Roman tomb near Algiers and which has 
carried a curse down through the centuries 

In North Africa the two are joined by Miss 
Hendrix, Portman’s lovely daughter, and 
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Jacques Francois, her French fiance who also 
is an archaeologist. Their diggings are ham- 
pered by the machinations of a couple of other 
unscrupulous archaeologists who are after the 
mask for the price it will bring at home. The 
climax comes deep in the Sahara where the 
villains are dispatched in bloody style due to 
the timely appearance of some desert brigands. 
A satisfactory ending includes the location of 
the mask and Heflin’s winning the belated re- 
spect of Portman as well as the hand 
daughter. 

Highlights of the film aré 
the North African locales—streets and bazaars 
in Algiers, rugged desert country, various 
Roman ruins and the last remains of Carthage, 
Hannibal's long-defunct capital 

The Mayflower production was produced by 
\ubrey Baring and Maxwell Setton and is re- 


of his 


snots ol 


candid 


leased by United Artists. Jack Lee directed 
from an original story and screenplay by 
Robert Westerby. 

Seen at the United Artists screening room 
in New York. Rez 1ewe? s Rating : Good.— 
VINCENT CANBY. 

Release date, March, 1954. Running time, 88 min- 
utes. PCA No. 16125. General audience classification. 


Nicholas Chapman..... Van Heflin 


Anne Burnet. : Wanda Hendrix 
Doctor RPTIEE Sek sé ces ' ....Eric Portman 
Charles Goldner, Jacques Francois, Jacques Brunius, 
Aubrey Mather, Alec Finter, Noelle Middleton, Rene 
Leplat, Simone Silva, Pierre Chaminade, Marne Mait- 
land, George Pastell, Arnold Diamond, Marie-France, 
Messaoud, Michael Mellinger, Alec Mango, Maxwell 
Setton, Aubrey Baring 


A Queen’s World Tour 


U.A-J. Arthur Rank—Down Under With 

Elizabeth II 
(Color by Eastman Color) 

“A Queen’s World Tour” covers that portion 
of Queen Elizabeth’s current world tour 
through the Fiji Islands, the Friendly Islands 
and New Zealand. As such it’s a handsome 
photographic record in beautiful Eastman Color 
of a series of extremely formal occasions. 

The most interesting portions of the film are 
those dealing with the various native festivals 
in honor of the Queen in Fiji, in the Friendly 
Islands where she was entertained by the giant- 
ess, Queen Salotte, and in New Zealand fea- 
turing the Maori rituals. There is, inevitably, 
about such a film a certain monotony coming 
with the repetition of cheering crowds, official 
greeting ceremonies and official farewells. For 
those who are fascinated by the spectacle of 
royal pomp and ceremony, “A Queen’s World 
Tour” is a golden display. 

The film is released with “The Royal Sym- 
phony” to make up a full program of Eliza- 
bethiana. Castleton Knight produced and Oxley 
Hugham directed, with footage supplied by a 
battery of newsreel cameramen. It is a J. Ar- 
thur Rank Organization presentation distributed 
in the U. S. by United Artists. 

Seen at a New York screening room. Review- 
Rating: Good.—V. ( 


er’s 
Release date, March, 1954. Running time, 84 minutes 
General audience classification 
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Bitter Creek 
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Fangs of the Wild 


Lippert—Melodrama 
Producer Robert L. | 
versed ral trade traditions in thi 
melodrama filmed at Big Bear, Calii., 
mighty pretty country and photographs 
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Stormy the Thoroughbred 
Walt —— A Colt Grows Up 


tion in 
ere comes up wit! 
action featurette, 

(W ith An Infet 


phe togre aphe 


con 


by conve! 


muughbred 


a handsomely 


account of how a young colt grows up to be 
a highly prized polo pony. It is a gentle film 
to delight all audiences, young people in parti- 
cular, and designed especially to round out a 
complete Disney program. 

Stormy’s story begins the stormy night he 
was brought into this world on a fancy horse 
farm in Kentucky’s blue grass country. He gets 
bad start having been born seven 
months behind the other colts and thus is re- 
garded as something of a misfit. Comes time 
for the yearlings sold into the smart set 
of racing tradition. Stormy, still young and 
scrawny, is sent off to work on a California 
ranch. There, however, he is spotted for the 
thoroughbred that he is and picked up and 
trained for the polo field, coming through with 
flying colors in his first match. 

Highlighting the visual story is an informa- 
occasionally fanciful narration spoken 

y George Fenneman. The camera work, by 
Floyd Crosby, Hal Ramser and Larry Lans- 
burgh, is top-notch, including the first candid 
views of Stormy, only a few minutes old strug- 

ling to stand for the first time, to the shots 

um a over the blue grass, herding 
stock in California and, finally, participating 
in his first super-charged polo match. 

Cameraman Lansburgh also produced 
irected from a story by Jack Holt 
Coggins. Seen briefly in support of the star 
are M. R. Valdez, as Stormy’s mentor on 
the ranch, and Robert Skene, as the polo player. 
Stormy, not so incidentally, is played to per- 
tection by Woodie D 

Seen at a New York screening 
‘ating: Very good 
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Paris Playboys 
A.A.—Bowery Boy 
The oldest picture 

tinues its eventful course 

carrying the hall this time, 
story crossing the 


Abroad 
series on the screen 
with Huntz 

so to speak, 
Atlantic to 

script by El 


con- 
Hall 
and 
Paris 
lwood 


vith the 
ot scene Che 
Edward Bernds utilizes 
about equal portions to ac- 
purposes, with the latter getting 
the better of it toward the end. All in all, it 
just about the entertainment that 
fans expect and demand 
Bernard Gorcey, Veola Vonn, Steven Geray, 
John Wengraf, Marianne Lynn, David Condon 
ind Bennie Bartlett are variously involved in 
the proceedings, get under way when 
Hall is mistaken for a missing French scientist 
and, after clarifying his identity, is employed to 
impersonate the missing man in his Paris home 
and surroundings, until the nals scientist 
return. Usual misunderstandings and com- 
and the picture winds up with 
accidentally discovered the formula 
has been working on for years. 
sen Schwalb produced and William Beaudine 
directed, each with their usual competency. 
viewed at the studio. Rez Rating: 
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FOREIGN REVIEW 
MY HEART SINGS 


LE ngu sh Titles 

| urging tenor vo f Metropolitan 

Opera rruccio Tagliavini is the dominant 

attraction of this genial little Italian film. Its 

to be of greatei appeal to 

ak the language than to the 

foreign film-goers. English titles 
however. 





run of 
are supplied, 


usual 


done in comic vein, traces the 


story, 


electrician to concert heights via 
misadventure. It all gets launched 
when two petty thieves, rifling the apartment 
of an opera impresario, are surprised when a 
third intruder sits down at the piano and plays 
and sings. The intruder, Tagliavini, is the 
electrician and he had come to make some re- 
pairs. The thieves, however, are impressed with 
his singing, and conceive the idea of exploiting 
his voice. Thus there runs a story of adventure, 
mishap, romance and complication. The main 
thing is that it all turns out happily at the con- 
clusion. 

Among the arias sung by 
from “Tosca,” “L’ Africana” 
bula.” 

Mario Mattoli directed 
on the screenplay. 

Seen at the Cinema Verdi theatre in New 
York. Reviewer's Rating: Good.—M. H. 

Release date, March, 1954. Running time, 99 minutes 
General audience classification. 
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THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN 
(20th-Fox) 
PRODUCER: Sol C. Siegel. DIRECTOR: 
Jean Negulesco. PLAYERS: Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, Clifton Webb, Jean Peters, Maggie 
McNamara, Louis Jourdan. CinemaScope. 
Technicolor. 
COMEDY. 





Comic and romantic problems 
three young American girls working in 
present-day Rome. The girls are Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, Maggie McNamara and Jean Peters and 
the men in their respective lives are Clifton 
Webb, famous author; Louis Jourdan, hand- 
some aristocrat, and Rossano Brazzi, strug- 
gling law student 


JOHNNY DARK 

(Universal) 

PRODUCER: William Alland. DIREC- 
TOR: George Sherman. PLAYERS: Tony 
Curtis, Piper Laurie, Don Taylor. Techni- 
color. 


beset 


DRAMA. Tony Curtis, rising automobile 
designer at an independent Detroit auto 
pany, designs a sports car which his boss prom- 
ises to manufacture promi 
nent stockholder company 1s 
behind the times. When the withdraws 
his support of the sports car, Tony finishes 
building it, with the support of the boss’ grand 
daughter, Piper Laurie, and win 
a Canada-to-Mexico country race He 
also wins Miss Laurie and the belated 
of the company president 


RING OF FEAR 
(Warner Brothers) 
PRODUCER: Robert W. Fellows. DIREC- 
TOR: James Edward Grant. PLAYERS: 
Clyde Beatty, Pat O’Brien, Mickey Spillane. 
CinemaScope. WarnerColor. 
DRAMA. Sean McClory, a 
niac, from a mental hospital and sets 
about to wreck the Clyde Beatty Circus, with 
which he worked before the war With the 
aid of a drunken clown, Emmet Kelly, Mc 
Clory sabotages the circus at every turn until 
he is found out by mystery author Mickey 
Spillane, and Pat O’Brien, the show’s general 
manager. 


THE FORTY-NINERS 
(Allied Artists) 
PRODUCER: Vincent M. Fennelly. DI- 
RECTOR: Thomas Carr. PLAYERS: Wild 
Bill Elliott, Virginia Grey. 
WESTERN. Wild Bill Elliott, a 
States marshal, poses as a killer 
three actual murderers. His disguise works 
and he eventually upon the trio, each 
of whom has since a fairly respectable 
businessman in a California gold-boom town. 
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THEM! 

(Warner Brothers) 

PRODUCER: David Weisbart. DIREC- 
TOR: Gordon Douglas. PLAYERS: James 
Whitmore, Edmund Gwenn, Joan Weldon. 


3-D. 

SCIENCE FICTION. A fantastic muta- 
tion, probably caused by lingering radiation 
from the first atomic bomb, breeds a race of 
giart, ten-foot high ants which are first dis- 
covered by James Whitmore, patrolling a west- 
ern desert. They threaten the very existence 
of mankind, if left to breed in peace, and it 
takes all the might of the U. S. armed forces 
to destroy them. Participating in the campaign 
are Edmund Gwenn, a scientist, and Joan Wel- 
don, his pretty daughter. 


MAKE HASTE TO LIVE 
(Republic) 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER-DIRECTOR: 
William A. Seiter. PLAYERS: Dorothy 
McGuire, Stephen McNally, Mary Murphy. 
DRAMA. Dorothy McGuire, a_ beautiful 
newspaper woman in a small New Mexico town, 
is confronted with her terrible past when her 
husband, Stephen McNally, a gangster whom 
she could have saved—-but didn’t—from serving 
an 18-year term for murder, turns up to exact 
his revenge. She puts up a desperate and finally 
successful fight to prevent him from ruining 
the life of their teen-age daughter, Mary Mur- 
phy, and finds love herself at the same time. 


LIVING IT UP 
(Paramount) 
PRODUCER: Paul Jones. DIRECTOR: 
Norman Taurog. PLAYERS: Dean Mar- 
tin, Jerry Lewis, Janet Leigh. Technicolor. 
COMEDY. Following an incorrect diag- 
nosis by a doctor, Dean Martin, the nation 
learns that Jerry Lewis, a New Mexico rail- 
road employee, is dying of radiation poisoning. 
Later, when they learn of the mistake, they 
conceal it and the “doomed” man is brought to 
New York for a mad, hilarious last fling. Janet 
Leigh is a beautiful newspaper reporter who 
unwittingly starts the hoax on a national scale. 


THE OUTCAST 
(Republic) 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER: William J. 
O’Sullivan. DIRECTOR: William Witney. 
PLAYERS: John Derek, Joan Evans. Tru- 
color. 
WESTERN. In the beautiful Colorado cattle 
country, John Derek, a young Westerner, 
learns, from a deadly range war waged 
against his unscrupulous uncle to recover a 
stolen heritage, that friends are better fighting 
allies than hired gunmen. He also learns that 
a range-bred beauty, Joan Evans, is a better 
choice as a sweetheart than a Virginia-born 
glamour girl 


PLAYGIRL 

[Universal) 

PRODUCER: Albert J. Cohen. DIREC- 
TOR: Joe Pevney. LAYERS: Shelley 
Winters, Barry Sullivan. 

DRAMA. All is not gold that glitters in 
Manhattan’s cafe society as Shelley Winters, a 
night club singer, and Colleen Miller, a new- 
comer from Nebraska, find out. New York’s 
various temptations drive Shelley to drink and 
eventually murder (of married suitor, Barry 
Sullivan) and almost ruin Colleen’s life too but 
she finds romance. 


DIAL M FOR MURDER 


(Warner Brothers) 
PRODUCER-DIRECTOR: Alfred Hitch- 
cock. PLAYERS: Ray Milland, Grace Kelly, 
Robert Cummings. WarnerColor. 
DRAMA. In London, Ray Milland, a no- 
good character who plays excellent tennis, plots 
the murder of his lovely and wealthy wife, 
Grace Kelly. He blackmails an old friend to 
do the deed, but the plans go awry and the 
friend is murdered instead, with Miss Kelly 
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tried and convicted for the crime. Before she 
is executed, however, her former American 
suiter, Robert Cummings, whom she really 
loves, solves the mystery and puts the blame 


where it should be. 


INDISCRETION OF AN AMERICAN 
WIFE 
(Columbia-De Sica) 
PRODUCER-DIRECTOR: Vittorio De 
Sicaa PLAYERS: Jennifer Jones, Mont- 
gomery Clift. 

DRAMA. Jennifer Jones, a rich and lovely 
Philadelphia matron vacationing in Italy with- 


out her husband, has met in Rome a young 
Italo-American professor, Montgomery Clift, 
with whom she fell very much in love. The 


entire action of the film takes place in Rome’s 
Terminal Station where, in the course of sev- 
eral hours, Miss Jones must make up her mind 
between the one great love of her life, Clift, and 
the home and husband she has in the United 
States. After a series of emotional crises, the 
American wife chooses to return to her hus- 
band. 


SHORT SUBJECTS 





| GOPHER YOU (Warner Bros.) 


Merry Melody Technicolor Cartoon 

Two gophers attempting to get vegetables 
out of a food processing plant, get into dif- 
ficulties with conveyer belts and machinery. 
They make off with packages of dehydrated 
food which erupt when too much water is added. 
Release date: February 3, 1954 7 minutes 


SO YOU'RE HAVING NEIGHBOR 
TROUBLE (Warner Bros.) 
Joe McDoakes Comedy (1403) 

Joe McDoakes and his neighbors find them- 
selves in court for disturbing the peace. In 
flashback their differences are described, and 
in the process many a good chuckle is turned 
up. 


Release date: February 3, 1954 7 minutes 
TRADER TOM OF THE CHINA SEAS 
(Republic) 


12-Chapter Serial 

The United Nations’ efforts to prevent sub- 
versive native groups from starting revolutions 
in Burmatra and neighboring Asian countries 
are spearheaded by young Trader Tom, an 
island trader, and pretty Vivian Wells, daugh- 
ter of a schooner captain. Tom and Vivian 
have numerous close brushes with death before 
the U. N. triumphs in its goal to keep peace. 
Harry Lauter and Aline Towne play the prin- 
cipal roles, assisted by Lyle Talbot, Robert 
Shayne and others. 


KIDS ON A SPRINGBOARD ([Para.) 
Grantland Rice Sportlight (R13-7) 

Grantland Rice focuses his cameras on an ex- 
hibition of aquatic skill on the part of young- 
sters ranging in age from two to 11 years old. 
The water wonders are products of California’s 
internationally known aquatic teacher, Miss 
Lissa Bengston. 

Release date: February 26, 1954 


THEY WERE CHAMPIONS (Warners) 
Featurette (1102) 

A sport review presenting the heavyweight 
champions from John L. Sullivan, first under 
the Marquis of Queensbury rules, through the 
current champ, Rocky Marciano. Included in 
the review are such early greats as “Gentle- 
man Jim’ Corbett, Bob Fitzsimmons, Jack 
Johnson, Willard, Jack Dempsey and 
Gene Tunney. 

Release date: February 23, 1954 


THE ROYAL SYMPHONY (U.A.-Rank) 


Coronation Year; Technicolor 

This short (26-minute) film is the perfect 
picture to supplement the full-length “A Queen’s 
World Tour.” “The Royal Symphony” covers 
the highlights of Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation 


9 minutes 


Tess 


20 minutes 








Year, climaxing in her departure by plan 
the first lap of the tour, which is partially 
shown in the longer film. 

Shown here are the Trooping of the Colours 


ceremony, the Royal Air Force Review, the 
Royal Naval Review, a pageant on the Thames 
River in the Queen’s honor, as well as other 
similar royal events. All have 
filmed in color by Technicolor and are accon 
panied by a fine musical conducted by 
Sir Malcolm Sargent with the London Sym- 
phony Orchestra. Castleton Knight produced 
the J. Arthur Rank presentation, released in t 
United States by United Artists —V. C 
Release date: - 


not set <0 mit s 
SURF AND SOUND (Paramount) 
Herman and Katnip Technicolor Cart 

(H13-2) 

It’s a rough day at the beach as Herman, t 
city mouse, tangles with Katnip, the big bully 
of a cat, and rescues his tiny cousins from t 
clutches of the cat. 

Release date: March 5, 1954 79 


HOLLYWOOD STARS TO REMEMBER 


been expertly 


score 


(Columbia) 

Screen Snapshots (6256) 

With John Derek as his guest, Ralph Staub, 
Screen Snapshots editor, reminisces about the 
great stars of the past and with some old film 
shows them in action. Seen are Wallace Reid, 
Lon Chaney, Douglas Fairbanks, Will Rogers, 
Carole Lombard and others 
Release date, February 25, 1954 10 
BORN TO SKI (Warners) 

Sports Parade Technicolor (1503) 

A review of the career, and how it came 
to be, of Andrea Mead, sometimes hailed as 
the world’s greatest woman skier. Highlights 
are shots of the 1952 Olympics when Andrea 
made history by winning both the Wome 


Downhill 
10 win 


Women’s 
1954 


Giant Slalom and the 
Release date: February 16, 


A HORSE'S TALE (Universal) 
Walter Lantz Technicolor Cartune (9323 
Sugarfoot, a faithful old plow horse, is jeal 
ous of the new farmer’s tractor and destroys 1 
To earn money to buy a new Sugarfoot 
goes into the movies and emerges 
money as well as fame. 
Release date: February 15, 


GET ALONG LITTLE HUBBY (Col.) 
Comedy Favorites (6434) (Reissue) 
Walter Catlett is the victim of 
joker brother-in-law who sends Walter a 
wire saying that he has won the sweepstakes 
Walter doesn’t find out the joke until he has 
quit his job and spent all his money The last 
laugh, however, is on the brother-in-law when 
Walter does win the sweepstakes 
Release date: February 25, 1954 
CAPTAIN HAREBLOWER (Warners) 
Bugs Bunny Technicolor Special (1725) 
Yosemite Sam, a pirate, attacks the ship Bugs 
Bunny is cn. When the crew Bugs 


one 


with the 


1954 6H tes 


his practical 


lake 


19 mu 


deserts, 


carries on the lone fight, eventually winning 

out by fair means and foul. 

Release date: February 16, 1954 7 minutes 

MUCH ADO ABOUT MUTTON 

(Paramount) 

Cartoon Champion in Technicolor (Reissue) 
(S13-5) 

Blackie, the black sheep, outwits the hungry 
wolf who lures his three little cousin lambs 
into his lair. 

Release date: November 2, 1953 8 minutes 


WAY DOWN YONDER IN THE CORN 
(Columbia) 


Color Favorites (6607) (Reissue) 
The Fox and the Crow are at other 

again and this time it’s Crow’s time to be the 

aggressor. He disguises himself as a scarecrow 

and gets a job working in the Fox’s garden 

The consequence is a spirited one 

Release date: January 1, 1954 7 munute 


each 





2215 





THE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with Ratings 


Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 

All page numbers on this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 
DIGEST SECTION of MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 


Short Subjects Chart with Synopses Index can be found on 
pages 2198-2199, issue of February 27, 1954. 


Feature Product by Company starts on Page 2221, issue of 
March 13, 1954 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 


a 
Abboi! & Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll 

& Mr. Hyde (329) Univ. Abbott & Costello-B. Karloff 
Act of Love UA Kirk Douglas-Dany Robin 
Actress The (403) MGM = Spencer Tracy-Jean Simmons 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (c) UA Dan O'Herlihy-James Fernandez 
Affair in Monte Carlo (Brit.) (color) 

(5307) AA Merle Oberon-Richard Todd 
Affairs of Dobie Gillis, The (346) MGM _s Debbie Reynolds-Bobby Van 
Alaska Seas (5313) Para. Robert Ryan-Jan Sterling 
All-American (333) Univ. Tony Curtis-Lori Nelson 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (¢) 

(407)* MGM 
Annapurna (c) Mayor-Kingsley 
Appointment in Honduras (406) (color) RKO 
Appointment for Murder (Ital.-Eng. Titles) IFE 
Arrow in the Dust (c) (5404) AA 
Arrowhead (color) (5227) Para. 


Robert Taylor-Ann Blyth 
Documentary 

Glenn Ford-Ann Sheridan 
Delia Scala 

Sterling Hayden-Coleen Gray 
Chariton Heston-Jack Palance 


B 
Back to God's Country (color) (403) Univ. 
Col. 


Rock Hudson-Steve Cochran 
Chariton Heston-Lizabeth Scott 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Fred Astaire-Cyd Charisse 
Allen Rocky Lane 

George Montgomery 

Tony Curtis-Frank Lovejoy 


Bad for Each Other (624) 

Bait Col. 
Band Wagon, The (color) (345)* MGM 
Bandits of the West (5243) Rep. 
Battle of Rogue River (c) Col. 
Beachhead (c) 
Beat the Devil 

Beggar's Opera, The (Brit.) (c) (304) we 
Beneath the 12-Mile Reef [(c) 

(CS) (337)* 20th-Fox 
Best Years of Our Lives (452) RKO 
Big Heat (615)* Col. 
Big Leaguer, The (347) MGM 
Bigamist, The Filmakers 
Bitter Creek (5423) 
Black Glove (5305) 
Blackout (5309) Lippert 
Blowing Wild (306) WB 
Blueprint for Murder, A (332) 20th-Fox 
Border River (c) (409) Univ. 
Botany Bay (color) (5307) Para. 
Both Sides of the Lew (Brit.) (482) U-I 
Boy From Oklahoma (320) (c) WB 


Laurence Olivier-Dorothy Tutin 


Terry Moore-Robert Wagner 
March-Loy-Andrews-Wright 
Glenn Ford-Gloria Grahame 
Edward G. Robinson-Vera-Ellen 
Joan Fontaine-ida Lupino 
Wild Bill Elliott 

Alex Nicol 

Dane Clark 

Gary Cooper-Barbara Stanwyck 
Joseph Cotten-Jean Peters 
Joel McCrea-Yvonne de Carlo 
Alan Lage Sumne Mason 
Peggy C Ros 
Will Rogers, Jr.-Nancy Olson 


Lippert 





Cc 


Caddy, The (5302)* Para. 
Caine Mutiny, The (c) Col. 
Calamity Jane (color) (311)* wB 
Calling Scotland Yard (5351-5356) Para. 
Capt. John Smith & Pocahontas (c) UA 
Captain Scarlett (color) UA 
Captain's Paradise (Brit.) UA 
Carnival Story, The (c) RKO 
Casanova's Big Night (c) (5316) Para. 
Cavalleria Rusticana (c) Savini 
Cease Fire! (5308) (3D) 

Champ for a Day (5211) 

Charge of the Lancers (c} 

China Venture (609) 

City of Bad Men (color) (328) 

Clipped Wings (5320) 

Combat Squed (613) 

Command, The (C.S.) (c) (319)* 
Conquest of Cochise (color) (610) 
Conquest ef Everest (Brit.) (c) 
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Martin & Lewis-Donna Reed 
Bogart-Ferrer-Johnson 
Doris Day-Howard Keel 


Anthony Dexter-Jody Lawrance 
Richard Greene 

Alec Guinness-Yvonne de Carlo 
Anne Baxter-Steve Cochran 
Bob Hope-Joan Fontaine 
Mario del Monaco 

Korean War 

Alex Nicol-Audrey Totter 
Paulette Goddard 

Edmond O'Brien-Barry Sullivan 
Jeanne Crain-Dale Robertson 
Bowery Boys 

John lreland-Lon McCallister 
Guy Madison-Joan Weldon 
John Hodiak-Robert Stack 


Documentary 


Humphrey Bogart-Jennifer Jones 


(reissue) Feb.,'54 


d Johns 


Paul Douglas, Narrator—Featurettes 


Color pictures designated by (c). 
* Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 


Picture ratings under National Groups are estimates by 
leading women's organizations and national review committees; 
A—Adults (over 18 years), M—Mature Young People, Y—Youth 
(ages 12 to 18), C—Children (ages 8 to 12). Legion of Decency 
Ratings: (A-1), Unobjectionable; A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults; 
B, Objectionable in part; C, Condemned. 


CinemaScope designed by (CS). 


-—REVIEWED— 
Release Running (S)=synopsts Nat'l 
Date Time Issue Page Groups 


—-RATINGS——-——~ 
Herald 


L. of D. Review 


Aug.,'53 s Good 
Mar.,'54 Very Good 

Sept. 25,'53 Excellent 
Apr.,'54 


Sept.,'53 . Good 
Aug. 14,53 
Jan.'54 
Oct.,'53 


>>> 
- Mpa 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Fair 
Fair 


Nov. 13,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Oct. 16,'53 
Feb.,'54 


>> 
- wh 


> >® 


Nn BF 


Very Good 


nN 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Fair 

Good 

Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


: 
~ 


nN = 


Mar.,'54 
Sept. 26,'53 


> > >Ppperr 
nN 


Very Good 
Superior 
ood 


Dec.,'53 


Oct.,'53 
Aug. 21,'53 Good 
Dec.,'53 Very Good 
Feb. 21 '54 . Good 
Jan. 29,'54 
Mar. 5,'54 
Oct. 17,'53 


o> 
—o 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Feb. 27. ‘54 . - Good 


>>> 
nM nw 


Sept.,'53 se 1942 

Not Set . 20 ($)2191 
Nov. 14,53 , 2045 

Apr., 54 

Nov.,'53 ae 2077 - Fair 
Aug. 12,'53 . 26 2007 Average 
Dec. 18,'53 . 10 2021 Excellent 
Mar. 27,'54 . 12 (S)2103 

Apr.,'54 Mar. 6 2205 Excellent 
Dec. 26,'53 Jan. 9 2134 Fair 

Jan.,'54 Nov. 28 2085 AY Excellent 
Aug. 15,'53 Sept. 26 2007 A Good 

Feb.,'54 AMY 

Sept.,'53 Aug. 29 1966 AY 

Sept.,'53 June 27 1885 AY 
Aug. 30,'53 Nov. 28 2086 

Oct.,’53 Oct. 3 2015 AY 
Feb. 13,'54 Jan. 23 2157 AMYC 

Sept.,'53 Aug. 22 1957 AY 
Apr. 23,'54 Dec. 12 2101 


Very Good 


Excellent 


>>>?>> 
ww 


' 


NNR 


Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Average 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


>> >>? > 
pI Be 


’ 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Cowboy, The (5308) (c) Lippert 
Crazylegs—All American (5224) Rep. 
Creature from the Black Lagoon 

(415-3D, 416-2D) Univ. 
Crime Wave (308) WB 
Crossed Swords (color) UA 
Cruel Sea, The (Brit.) Univ. 


Cruisin’ Down the River (color) (606) Col. 


Cry of the City 20th-Fox 
D 
Dangerous Crossing (330) 20th-Fox 
Dangerous Mission (3D) (c) (410) RKO 
Decameron Nights (color) (461) RKO 
Desperado, The (5426) AA 
Desperate Moment (Brit.) (386) Univ. 
Dial M for Murder (c) WB 
Diamond Queen, The (c) (302) WB 
Donovan's Brain UA 
Down Laredo Way Rep. 
Dragonfly Squadron (52) AA 
Dragon's Gold UA 
Drums of Tahiti (3D) (c) Col. 
Duffy of San Quentin (521) WB 
E-F 
East of Sumatra (color) Univ. 
Easy to Love (color) (410) MGM 
Eddie Cantor Story (c) (316) WB 
Egg and |, The (422) Univ. 
El Alamein (620) Col. 
El Paso Stampede Rep. 
Elephant Walk (c) Para. 
Enchanted Cottage (472) RKO 


Escape from Fort Bravo (color) (409) — 


Executive Suite (423) M 
Fake, The UA 
Fallen Angel (365) 20th-Fox 
Fanfan the Tulip (Fr.) UA 
Fangs of the Wild (5311) Lippert 
Fighter Attack (c) AA 
Fighting Lawman (5334) AA 
Fighting Men (5222) Lippert 
Final Test ( Brit.) Continental 


5000 Fingers of Dr. T, The (color) (604) Col. 
Flame and the Flesh (c) (421) MGM 

Flight Nurse (5301) Rep 

Flight to Tangier (c) (2D-5331,3D-5306) fom, 
Follow the Fleet (487) RKO 
Folly To Be Wise (Brit.) i 
Forbidden (407) ’ 
Forever Amber (366) (c) 20th-Fox 


Forever Female (5312) Para 
Forty-Niners, The 

French Line (c) (2-D-437, 30-407) RKO 
From Here to Eternity (616)* Col. 
Fugitive in Trieste (Ital.) IFE 

G 

Gay Adventure, The UA 
Genevieve (c) (Brit.) (481) U-! 
Genoese Dragnet (Ital.) (Eng. Titles) FE 
Gentle Gunman, The (Brit.) (388) U-! 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes(c)*(326) 20th-Fox 


Geraldine (5302) ep. 
Gilbert & Sullivan (color) (Brit.) UA 
Give a Girl a Break (c) (412) MGM 
Glass Web (2D-402, 3D-401) Univ. 
Glenn Miller Story (c) (412) Univ. 
Go, Man, Go 

Golden Blade, The (color) (332) Univ. 
Golden Coach (c) (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Golden Idol, The (5315) AA 


Golden Mask (c) (Brit.) UA 
Gorilla At Large (c) (3D) (406) 20th-Fox 
Great Diamond Robbery (419) MGM 
Great Jesse James Raid (c) (522!) Lippert 
Greatest Love, The (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 


Gun Fury (c) (3D) (617) Col. 
Gypsy Colt (419) (c) MGM 
H 
Half a Hero (401!) MGM 
Heat Wave (5310) Lippert 


Heidi (Swiss) UA 
Hell & High Water (c) (CS) (403) ~*~ Fox 


Hell's Half Acre (5304) Re 
Here Come the Girls (5309) (c)* Para. 
Highway Dragnet A 
His Maiesty O'Keefe (c) (315) WB 
Holly and the Ivy (Brit.) Pacemaker 
Hollywood Thrill-Makers (5321) Lippert 
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Release 
Stars Date 

Documentary Apr. 23'54 
Elroy Hirsch-Lloyd Nolan Feb. 15,'54 
Richard Carlson-Julia Adams Mar.,'54 
Gene Nelson-Sterling Hayden Mar. 6,'54 
Errol Flynn-Gina Lollobrigida Not Set 
Jack Hawkins-Donald Sinden Aug.,'53 
Dick Haymes-Audrey Totter Aug.,'53 


Victor Mature-Richard Widmark (reissue) Mar.'54 


Jeanne Crain-Michael Rennie Aug.,'53 
Victor Mature-Piper Laurie Mar. 6,'54 
Joan Fontaine-Louis Jourdan Nov. 16,'53 
Wayne Morris Apr. 11,54 
Mai Zetterling-Dirk Bogarde Sept.,'53 
Ray Milland-Grace Kelly Not Set 
Fernando Lamas-Arlene Dahl Nov. 28,'53 
Lew Ayres-Nancy Davis Sept. 30,'53 
Rex Alien-Dona Drake Aug. 5,'53 
John Hodiak-Barbara Britton Mar. 21,'54 
John Archer-Hillary Brooke Oct.,'53 
Patricia Medina-Dennis O'Keefe Jan.,'54 
Joanne Dru-Paul Kelly Mar. 13,'54 
Jeff Chandler-Marilyn Maxwell Sept.,'53 
Esther Williams-Van Johnson Dec. 25,'53 
Keefe Brasselle-Marilyn Erskine Jan. 30,'54 
C. Colbert-Fred MacMurray _ (reissue) May,'54 
Scott Brady-Rita Moreno Jan.,'54 
Alan Rocky Lane Sept. 8,'53 
Elizabeth Taylor-Dana Andrews Not Set 


Dorothy McGuire-Robert Young (reissue) Mar.,'54 
William Holden-Eleanor Parker Dec. 4,'53 
Holden-Allyson-Stanwyck-March-Douglas Apr.,'54 


Dennis O'Keefe-Coleen Gray Sept. 25,'53 
Alice Faye-Dana Andrews (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida Dec.,’ 53 
Charles Chaplin, Jr.-Onslow Stevens Mar. 26,'54 
Sterling Hayden-J. Carrol Naish Nov.,'53 
Wayne Morris Sept. 20,'53 
Special Cast Oct. 9,'53 
Robert Morley-Jack Warner Jan.,'54 
Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy Aug.,'53 
Lana Turner-Carlos Thompson May,'54 
Joan Leslie-Forrest Tucker Mar. 1,'54 
Joan Fontaine-Jack Palance Nov.,'53 


Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 
Alastair Sim-Martita Hunt Dec.,'53 


Tony Curtis-Joanne Dru Jan.,'54 
Linda Darnell-Cornel Wilde (reissue) Nov.,'53 
G. Rogers-W. Holden-P. Douglas Jan.,'54 
Wild Bill Elliott-Virginia Grey Not Set 
Jane Russell-Gilbert Roland Feb. 8,'54 
M. Clift-B. Lancaster-D. Kerr Sept.,'53 
Jacques Sernas Jan.,'54 


Burgess Meredith-Jean-Pierre Aumont Aug. 21,'53 


Dinah Sheridan-John Gregson Feb. "54 
Charles Rutherford-Lianella Carell Mar.,'54 
John Mills-Elizabeth Sellars Oct.,'53 
Marilyn Monroe-Jane Russell Aug.,'53 
John Carroll-Mala Powers Apr. 1,'54 
Maurice Evans-Robert Morley Jan. 8,'54 
Marge & Gower Champion Jan. 1,'54 
Edward G. Robinson Nov.,'53 
James Stewart-June Allyson Feb.,'54 
Harlem Globetrotters-Dane Clark Jan.,'54 
Rock Hudson-Piper Laurie Sept.,'53 
Anna Magnani Jan.,'54 
Johnny Sheffield Jan. 10,'54 
Wanda Hendrix-Van Heflin Mar.,'54 
Cameron Mitchell-Anne Bancroft May,'54 
Red Skelton Jan. 29,'54 
Willard Parker-Barbara Payton July 17,'53 
Ingrid Bergman-Alexander Knox Jan.,'54 
Rock Hudson-Donna Reed Nov.,'53 
Donna Corcoran-Frances Dee Apr. 2,'54 
Red Skelton-Jean Hagen Sept. 4,'53 
Alex Nicol-Hillary Brooke Apr. 9,'54 
Elsbeth Sigmund Apr.,'54 
Richard Widmark-Bella Darvi Feb.,'54 
Wendell Corey-Evelyn Keyes June 1°54 
Hope-Clooney-Dahl-Martin Dec.,'53 
Richard Conte-Joan Bennett Jan.,'54 
Burt Lancaster-Joan Rice Jan. 16,54 
Ralph-Richardson-Celia Johnson Feb.,'54 
James Gleason Jan. 15,'54 


Running 
Time 


69m 
87m 


79m 
74m 


12im 
8im 
95m 


75m 
75m 
87m 


88m 


80m 
83m 
54m 
84m 
70m 
73m 
78m 


82m 
96m 
116m 
108m 
67m 
54m 


9Iim 
98m 
104m 
80m 


96m 
74m 
80m 
7im 
63m 
84m 
88m 


90m 
90m 
110m 
9im 
85m 
140m 
93m 


102m 
118m 
83m 


82m 
86m 
106m 
84m 
9im 
90m 
105m 
82m 
8im 
116m 
82m 
8im 
105m 
70m 
88m 


69m 
73m 
113m 
83m 
72m 


7im 


98m 
103m 
9im 
78m 
7im 
93m 
80m 
60m 
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(S)=synopsis 


Issue Page 
Jan. 9 2134 
Oct. 31 2046 
Feb. 13 2182 
Jan. 16 2142 
Oct. 31 (S)2047 
Aug. 8 1941 
July 25 1927 
July 25 1927 
Feb. 27 2197 
Nov. 7 206! 
Sept. 5 1981 
Mar. 13 (S)2215 
Aug. 15 1949 
Oct. 10 2023 
Aug. 22 1957 
Feb. 13 2182 
Jan. 30 2166 
Dec. 26 2119 
Feb. 13 2182 
Sept. 19 1998 
Nov. 14 2069 
Dec. 19 2109 
Dec. 12 2101 
Oct. 10 2023 
Feb. 20 (S)219! 
Nov. 7 2061 
Feb. 27 2197 
Oct. 31 2046 
May 23 1847 
Mar. 13 2214 
Nov. 28 2086 
Oct. 3 2014 
Feb. 13 2183 
June 20 1877 
Nov. 7 2062 
Oct. 17 2030 
Dec. 12 2102 
Nov. 28 2086 
June 6 1861 
Mar. 13 (S)2214 
Jan. 9 2134 
Aug. | 1933 
Jan. 30 2167 
Oct. 10 2022 
Feb. 20 2190 
Mar. 6 2206 
Oct. 3 2014 
July 4 1903 
Dec. 12 (S)2103 
Oct. 31 2045 
Dec. 5 2093 
Oct. 17 2029 
Jan. 9 2133 
Jan. 23 2157 
Aug. 22 1957 
Jan. 23 2158 
Mar. 13 2213 
Jan. 30 (S)2167 
Dec. 5 2093 
Aug. 22 1958 
Jan. 16 2142 
Oct. 24 2037 
Jan. 30 2165 
Aug. | 1933 
Dec. 26 2118 
Feb. 6 2173 
Feb. 13 2183 
Oct. 24 2037 
Jan. 30 2166 
Jan. 2 2125 
Feb. 13 2183 

Feb. 20 (S)219! 


Nat'l 
Groups 


AMYC 


AY 
AYC 


AY 


AY 
AMYC 
AY 


AY 
AY 


AY 
AMYC 
AYC 
AMYC 
AMYC 


AY 


AY 


AY 
AMY 


AY 


AM 


AY 
AM 
AY 
AMYC 
AYC 


AMYC 


AMY 


AY 
AMYC 


AY 


AYC 


AM 


AY 
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Herald 
Review 


Excellent 
Very Good 


Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Average 


Fair 
Fair 
Excellent 


Very Good 


Sood 
Fair 

Good 
Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 


Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Fair 
Fair 


Very Good 
Excellent 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 


Fair 
Fair 


Fair 


Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
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Good 

Very Good 
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Very Good 


Good 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 
Fair 

Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 
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RATINGS ———_\ 
Herald 
Review 


-—REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 
Issue Page 
Jan. 2,54 83m Nov. 28 2085 AYC A-1 


Jan.,'54 77m Jan. 23 2158 A-I 
Oct. 11,'53 6im Nov. 28 2087 


Nat'l 
Groups 


Release Running 


Date Time L. of D. 


TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars 


Hondo (3D) (312)* WB 
Horse's Mouth (Brit.) Mayer-Kingsley 
AA 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 


Jonn Wayne-Geraldine Page 
Robert Beatty 





Hot News (5327) 
How to Marry a Millionaire (c) 
(CS)* (336) 20th-Fox 


1, the Jury (3D) UA 
Indiscretion of an American Wife Col. 
Inferno (color) (3D) (346) 20th-Fox 
Intimate Relations (Fr.-Eng. Dial.) Carroll 
Iron Mask (5313) Lippert 
Island in the Sky (30!) WB 
It Should Happen to You Col. 


4 


Jack Slade (5406) AA 
Jennifer (5407) AA 
Jesse James vs. Daltons (c) (3D) Col. 
Jivaro (5311) (c) Para. 
Joe Louis Story, The UA 
Johnny Dark (c}) (420) Univ. 
Jubilee Trail (c) (5303) Rep. 
Julius Caesar MGM 


K-L 


Key Largo (309) WB 
Keys of the Kingdom (358) 20th-Fox 
Kid from Left Field, The (325) 20th-Fox 
Kid from Outer Space (412) 20th-Fox 
Killer Ape Col. 
Killers From Space (409) RKO 
King of the Khyber Rifles {c)* (401) Fox 
Kiss Me Kate (c) (3D) (408)* M6M 
Knights of the Round Table (c) 

(CS) (413)* MGM 
Knock on Wood (color) Para. 
La Favorita (Ital.) IFE 
La Traviata (c) Savini 
Last of the Pony Riders (593) Col. 
Latin Lovers (color) (348) MGM 
Laughing Anne (Brit.) (c) Rep. 
Lili (color) (342)* MGM 
Limping Man (5318) Lippert 
Lion Is in the Streets (color) (305) WB 
Little Boy Lost (5304)* Para. 
Little Caesar (317) WB 
— Fugitive Burstyn 

Living Desert, The (c)* Disney 
Living It Up (c) Para. 
Long, Long Trailer, The (c) (416)* MGM 
Loophole (5414) KA 
Louisiana Territory (3D) (color) (405) “a. 
Lucky Five (Ital.} 

Lucky Me (c}) (CS) we 
Lure of the Sila (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 


M 


Ma and Pa Kettle at Home (418) Univ. 
Col. 


Mad Magician, The (c) (3D) 

Make Haste to Live 

Malta Story (Brit.) 

Man Between, The (Brit.) 

Man Crazy (339) 

Man From Cairo (5302) rt 

Man from the Alamo (color) (328) “Ui 

Man In Hiding 

Man in the Attic (340) 20th- Fs 

Man of Conflict Apex 

Marry Me Again (404) RKO 

Martin Luther deRochemont 

Master of Ballantrae, The (color) (225) ‘WB 

Melba (color) UA 

Mexican Manhunt (5317) AA 

Miss Robin Crusoe (c) 20th-Fox 

Miss Sadie Thompson te] (3D)* Col. 

Mission Over Korea (536) Col. 

Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House 
(473) RKO 

Mr. Denning Drives North (Brit.) 

Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow (Brit.) 
(5400) 

Mr. Robinson Crusoe (5314) 

Mister Scoutmaster 

Mistress of the Mountains (Ital.) 

Mogambo (color) (404)* 

Money from Home (c)* 
(5316—3D, 5330—2D) Para. 
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Carroll 
Stratford 


Davis 


MGM 


Stanley Clements 


Grable-Monroe-Bacall Nov.,’53 


Aug. 14,'53 


Bill Elliott-Peggie Castle 
Not Set 


Jennifer Jones-Montgomery Clift 
Robert Wayne-Rhonda Fleming Nov.,'53 
Harold Warrender-Marian Spencer Feb.,'54 
Douglas Fairbanks (reissue) Sept. 18,'53 
John Wayne-Lloyd Nolan Sept. 5,'53 
Judy Holliday-Peter Lawford Mar.,'54 


Nov. 8,53 
Oct. 25,'53 
Mar.'54 
Feb.'54 
Sept. 18,53 


Mark Stevens 

Ida Lupino-Howard Duff 

Brett King-Barbara Lawrence 
Fernando Lamas-Rhonda Fleming 
Coley Wallace-James Edwards 
Tony Curtis-Piper Laurie May'54 
Vera Ralston-Forrest Tucker May 15,'54 
Brando, Calhern, Garson, Kerr, Mason Spec 


(reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
(reissue) Jan.,'54 
July,"53 

Apr.,'54 

Dec..'53 

Jan. 23,54 

Jan.,"54 

Nov. 26,'53 


Robinson-Bogart-Bacall 
Gregory Peck-Thomas Mitchell 
Dan Dailey-Anne Bancroft 
Thelma Ritter-Jeffrey Hunter 
Johnny Weissmuller 

Peter Graves-Barbara Bestar 
Tyrone Power-Terry Moore 
Kathryn Grayson-Howard Keel 


Jan. 15,°54 
Not Set 
Oct..'53 

Dec. 26,'53 
Nov.,'53 

Aug. 28,'53 

June 15'54 

July 10,"53 

Dec. 11,'53 

Oct. 3,'53 
Oct.,'53 
(reissue) Feb. 6,54 
Oct. 6,'53 
Nov.,'53 

Not Set 

Feb. 19,'54 

Mar. 28,'54 

Oct. 16,'53 
Nov.,'53 

Apr. 24,54 

Dec. 25,'53 


Robert Taylor-Ava Gardner 

Danny Kaye-Mai Zetterling 

Paolo Silveri 

Lucia Evangelis-Giulio Gari 

Gene Autry 

Lana Turner-Ricardo Montalban 
Wendell Corey-Margaret Lockwood 
Leslie Caron-Mel Ferrer 
Lloyd Bridges 

James Cagney-Barbara Hale 
Bing Crosby-Claude Dauphin 
Edward G. Robinson 

Richie Andrusco 

True Life Adventure 

Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz 

Barry Sullivan-Dorothy Malone 
Documentary 

Aldo Fabrizi 

Doris Day-Phil Silvers 


Silvano Mangano 


Apr.,'54 
Not Set 
Not Set 
Apr.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Dec.,"53 
Nov. 27,'53 
Aua.,'53 
Oct. 2,'53 
Dec.,"53 
Dec.,'53 
Oct. 22,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Aug. !,'53 
Aug. 7,'53 
Sept. 13,'53 
Feb.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Aug.,'53 


Marjorie Main-Percy Kilbride 
Vincent Price-Mary Murphy 
Dorothy McGuire-Stephen McNally 
Alec Guinness-Jack Hawkins 
James Mason-Claire Bloom 
Neville Brand-Christine White 
George Raft-Gianna Maria Canale 
Glenn Ford-Julia Adams 

Paul Henried-Lois Maxwell 
Constance Smith-Jack Palance 
Edward Arnold-John Agar 

Marie Wilson-Robert Cummings 
Niall MacGinnis 

Errol Flynn-Anthony Steel 

Patrice Munsel-Robert Morley 
George Brent-Hillary Brooke 
Amanda Blake-George Nader 

Rita Hayworth-Jose Ferrer 

John Hodiak-Audrey Totter 


(reissue) Apr.,'54 
Sept.,'53 


Mar. 14,'54 

(reissue) Sept. 25,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Oct. 9,'53 


Feb.,'54 


Cary Grant-Myrna Loy 
John Mills-Phyllis Calvert 


George Cole-Nadia Gray 
Douglas Fairbanks 
Clifton Webb-Edmund Gwenn 
Vivi Gioi 

Clark Gable-Ava Gardner 


Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 


96m 


Nov. 14 2070 


Aug. 29 1966 
Sept. 19 1998 
Aug. 29 1965 
Dec. 12 2102 
Sept. 19 1997 A 


Dec. 5 2093 


Excellent 


1926 Fair 
($)2215 

1925 . Excellent 

2190 Very Good 


1941 Excellent 
2141 Very Good 


Excellent 
Fair 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Superior 


Good 


Fair 
Fair 
Excellent 
Excellent 


Superior 


Fair 
Fair 
Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 


> 
-—nN 


Excellent 
Excellent 


' 
-nN 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 


Fair 


>> >>oO> 


- 
Le 


Good 


2213 Good 


(S}2215 


Excellent 
Good 

Fair 

Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Very Good 


2069 
2110 
2094 
1918 
2070 
2119 
2119 
2006 
1997 
1918 
1885 


« 
Ne 


Excellent 
Fair 


2117 
1926 


>=™>>>> "= awp Fw 


' 


> 
Ld 


Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 


AMYC Excellent 
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REVIEWED ——RATINGS 
Release Running (S)—synopsis Nat'l Herald 
L. of D. Review 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Moon Is Blue, The UA 
Moonlighter, The (3D) (303) WB 
Murder on Monday (Brit.) | Mayer-Kingsley 
My Heart Sings (Ital.-Eng Titles) IFE 


~ 


Naked Jungle, The (c) (5315) Para. 
Nebraskan, The (color) (3D) (618) Col. 
New Faces (c) (CS) (409) Fox 
Night Is My Kingdom, The (Fr.) Davis 
Night People (c) (CS) (407) 

99 River Street 

No Escape 

Norman Conquest (5303) 


O-P 
Othello 


Out of the Past (488) 

Outcast, The (c) 

Overcoat (Ital.) 

Overland Pacific (c) 

Paratrooper (619) (c) 

Paris Model (621!) Col. 
Paris Playboys (5418) AA 
Passionate Sentry, The (Brit.) Fine Arts 
Path to the Kingdom (Span.) Master 
Personal Affair (Brit.) UA 
Phantom of the Rue Morgue (3D) (322) WB 
Phantom Stallion (5331) Rep. 
Pickwick Papers ( Brit.) Mayer-Kingsley 
Pinocchio (c) (493) RKO 
Playgirl (421) Univ. 
Plunder of the Sun WB 
Pride of the Blue Grass (c) (5410) AA 
Prince Valiant (c) (CS) (411) 20th-Fox 
Princess of the Nile (c) (414) 20th-Fox 
Prisoners of the Casbah (c) (622) Col. 
Private Eyes (5321) AA 
Project M-7 (483) (Brit.) U-! 
Project Moon Base (5315) Lippert 
Public Enemy (318) WB 


Queen of Sheba (Ital-Eng.) (5325) Lippert 
Queen's World Tour, A (c) UA 
Quo Vadis (c) (411) MGM 
Rachel and the Stranger (469) RKO 
Racing Blood (c) (410) 20th-Fox 
Rails Into Laramie (c) (419) Univ. 
Red Garters (c) (5314) 

Red River Shore (5234) 

Rhapsody (420) (c) 

Ride Clear of Diablo (c) (413) 

Riders of the Purple Sage 

Riders to the Stars (c) 

Riding Shotgun (c) 

Ring of Fear (c) (CS) 

Riot in Cell Block I! (51) 

River of No Return (c) (CS) (405) 20th-Fox 
Rob Roy (c) (Brit.) (494) Disney-RKO 
Robe, The (C.S.) (c) (335)* 20th-Fox 
Roman Holiday (530!1)* Para. 
Rose Bowl Story (5204) Allied 
Rose Marie (CS) (c) (418) MGM 
Royal African Rifles, The (c) (5403) AA 


Ss 


Saadia (c) (415) 

Sabre Jet (c) 

Saginaw Trail (576) 

Saint With No Name 
Saskatchewan (414) (c) 
Scarlet Spear, The 

Scudda Hoo-Scudda Hay 

Sea of Lost Ships (5213) 
Secret Document—Vienna (Fr.) 
Shadow Man (5316) 

Shadows of Tombstone 

Shane (c) (5225)* 

Shark River (c) 

She Couldn't Say No (408) 
Siege at Red River (c) (404) 
Singin’ in the Corn 

Sins of Jezebel (c) (5225) 
Sky Commando (542) 

Slaves of Babylon (525) (c) 
So Big (307)* 


Stars Date Time Issue Page 


William Holden-David Niven July 17,53 
Barbara Stanwyck-Fred MacMurray Sept. !9,'53 
Ralph Richardson-Margaret Leighton Oct.,'53 
Ferruccio Tagliavini Mar.,'54 


Eleanor Parker-Charlton Heston Mar.,'54 
Phil Carey-Roberta Haynes Dec.,'53 
Eartha Kitt-Robert Clary Feb.,'54 
Jean Gabin-Simone Valera Sept.,'53 
Gregory Peck-Rita Gam Mar.,'54 
John Payne-Evelyn Keyes Sept. 11,'53 
Lew Ayres-Sonny Tufts Sept.,'53 
Tom Conway-Eva Bartok Sept. 11,'53 


Orson Welles-Fay Compton Jan.,'54 
Robert Mitchum-Kirk Douglas (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 
John Derek-Joan Evans Not Set 
Renato Rascel Oct.,'53 
Jack Mahoney-Peggie Castle Feb.,'54 
Alan Ladd-Leo Genn Jan.,'54 
Marilyn Maxwell-Paulette Goddard Nov.,'53 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall Mar. 7,'54 
Valerie Hobson-Nigel Patrick Nov.,'53 
Dominique Blanchard Jan.,'54 
Gene Tierney-Leo Genn Feb.,'54 
Karl Malden-Patricia Medina Mar. 27,'54 
Rex Allen Feb 10,'54 
Nigel Patrick-James Hayter Feb.,'54 
Disney Feature (reissue) Apr.,'54 
Shelley Winters-Barry Sullivan May,'54 
Glenn Ford-Diana Lynn Aug. 29,'53 
Lloyd Bridges-Vera Miles Apr. 4,'54 
Robert Wagner-Janet Leigh Apr.,'54 
Jeffrey Hunter-Debra Paget June'54 
Gloria Grahame-Cesar Romero Nov.,'53 
Bowery Boys Dec. 6,'53 
Phyllis Calvert Nov.,'53 
Donna Martell-Ross Ford Sept. 4,'53 
Jean Harlow-James Cagney (reissue) Feb. 6,'54 


Gino Cervi-Leonora Ruffo Feb. 12,'54 
Documentary Mar.,'54 
Robert Taylor-Deborah Kerr (reissue) Jan.,'54 
Loretta Young-William Holden (reissue) Feb.,'54 
Bill Williams-Jean Porter Mar.,'54 
John Payne-Mari Blanchard 

Rosemary Clooney-Jack Carson 

Rex Allen 

Elizabeth Taylor-Vittorio Gassman 

Audie Murphy-Susan Cabot 

Geo. Montgomery-Robt. Barrat (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Richard Carlson-Herbert Marshall Jan. 29,'54 
Randolph Scott-Wayne Morris Apr. 10,'54 
Clyde Beatty-Pat O'Brien Not Set 
Neville Brand-Leo Gordon Feb. 28,'54 
Robert Mitchum-Marilyn Monroe May,'54 
Richard Todd-Glynis Johns Feb. 27,'54 
Victor Mature-Jean Simmons Oct.,'53 
Gregory Peck-Audrey Hepburn Sept.,'53 
Marshall Thompson (reissue) Sept. 6,'53 
Blyth-Keel-Lamas-Main Mar. 19,'54 
Louis Hayward-Veronica Hurst Sept. 27,'53 


Cornel Wilde-Mel Ferrer Feb. 5,'54 
Robert Stack-Coleen Gray Sept. 4,'53 
Gene Autry Sept.,'53 
Richard Widmark-Lloyd Nolan (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Alan Ladd-Shelley Winters Mar.,'54 
John Archer-Martha Hyers Mar.,'54 
June Haver (reissue) Mar.,'54 
John Derek-Wanda Hendrix Feb.,'54 
Frank Villard-Renee St. Cyr Feb. 15,'54 
Cesar Romero Oct. 16,'53 
Rex Allen Sept. 28,'53 
Alan Ladd-Jean Arthur Aug.,'53 
Steve Cochran-Carole Mathews Nov.,'53 
Jean Simmons-Robert Mitchum Feb. 15,'54 
Van Johnson-Joanne Dru Apr.,'54 
Judy Canova-Allen Jenkins (reissue) Jan.,'54 
Paulette Goddard Oct. 23,'53 
Dan Duryea-Frances Gifford Sept.,'53 
Richard Conte-Linda Christian Oct.,'53 
Jane Wyman-Sterling Hayden Oct. 31,'53 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, MARCH 13, 1954 


1869 
1998 
2022 
2214 


(S)2135 
(S)2215 


2031 
2182 
2118 
2062 
2214 
2047 
2110 
2133 
2206 


(S)2215 


1942 
2189 


(S)2094 


2062 


(S)2094 


1982 


Fair 
Excellent 


Good 


Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Good 

Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 


Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Superior 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Average 


Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 


Fair 


Good 


Good 


Fair 


Excellent 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 
Something Money Can't Buy (Brit.) Univ. 


Son of Sinbad (color) (3D) RKO 
Song of the Land (color) UA 
Lippert 
Mayer-Kingsley 
RKO 


Spaceways (530!) 
Spice of Life (Fr.} 
Stage Door (483) 
Stand at Apache River (color) (331) 
Steel Lady, The 

Stormy the Thoroughbred (c) 
Stranger on the Prowl 

Stranger Wore a Gun (3D) (c) (605) Col. 
Student Prince, The (CS) (c) (424) MGM 
Sword and the Rose, The (color) (491) RKO 


T 


Take the High Ground (color) (406) MGM 
Tall in the Saddle (471) RKO 
Tanga Tika (color) Schaefer 
Taza, Son of Cochise (c} 
(410—3D, 411—2D) 
Tennessee Champ (417) (c) 
Terror on a Train (402) 
Terror Street (5304) 
Texas Badman (5335) 
Them (3D) 
They Won't Believe Me (474) 
Those Redheads from Seattle (color) 

(2D-5329, 3D-5305) Para. 
Three Coins in the Fountain (CS) 

(c) (413) 20th-Fox 
Three Girls from Rome (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 
Three Sailors and a Girl (c) (314)* WB 
Three Young Texans (c) (402) 20th-Fox 
Thunder Bay (color) (327) Univ. 
Thunder Over the Plains (c) (313) WB 
Thy Neighbor's Wife 20th-Fox 
Time Gentlemen Please (Brit.) Union 
Times Gone By [Ital.} 1.F.E. 
Titfield —— {c) (387) (Brit.) Univ. 
Top Banana (c) UA 
Torch Song (c) (405)* MGM 
Trail of the Arrow AA 
Treasure of Sierra Madre {310} WB 
Trent's Last Case (Brit.) (5212) Rep. 
Tumbleweed (color) (405) Univ. 
Turn the Key Softly (Brit.) Astor 


U-V 


Undercover Agent (5306) 
Untamed Breed (614) 

Valley of the Sun (470) 

Veils of Bagdad (color) (404) 
Vicki 

Vigilantes Terror (5422) 
Village, The 

Violated 


Univ. 
UA 


Disney 
UA 


Univ. 
MGM 
MGM 

Lippert 


Palace 


Ww 


Walking My Baby Back Home (406)(c) Univ. 
War Arrow (c) (408) Uni 
War of the Worlds (c} (5303) 
War Paint (color) 
We Want a Child (5324) 
White Fire (5317) 
White Hell of Pitz Palu (Ital.-Eng. Dub. i FE 
Wicked Woman UA 
Wild One (623) Col. 
Will Any Gentleman? (Brit.) Stratford 
Wings of the Hawk (c) 

(2D-336, 3D-330) Univ. 
Witness to Murder UA 
World for Ransom (5408) AA 


X-Y-Z 


Yank in the R.A.F. (367) 20th-Fox 
Yankee Pasha (c) (417) Univ. 
Yellow Balloon (5430) (Brit.) AA 
Yesterday & Today UA 
Young Caruso, The (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 
Yukon Vengeance (533!) AA 


Release 
Date 


Oct.,'53 
Apr. 3,'54 

Nov.,'53 
Howard Duff-Eva Bartok Aug. 7,'53 
Noel-Noel Jan.,'54 
Kath. Hepburn-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Aug. 5,'53 
Stephen McNally-Julia Adams Sept.,'53 
Rod Cameron-Tab Hunter Oct. 9,'53 
M. R. Valdez-Robert Skene Mar.,'54 
Paul Muni-Joan Lorring Nov. 2,'53 
Randolph Scott-Claire Trevor Aug.,'53 
Ann Blyth-Edmund Purdon May,'54 
Richard Todd-Glynis Johns Aug. 15,'53 


Stars 


Patricia Roc-Anthony Steel 
Dale Robertson-Peggie Castle 
Nature 


Oct. 30,53 
(reissue) Mar.,'54 
Nov.,'53 


Richard Widmark-Karl Malden 
John Wayne 
All Native Cast 


Feb.,'54 
Mar. 5,'54 
Sept. 18,'53 
Dec. 4,'53 
Dec. 20,'53 
Not Set 
Apr.,'54 


Rock Hudson-Barbara Rush 
Shelley Winters-Dewey Martin 
Glenn Ford-Anne Vernon 
Dan Duryea 

Wayne Morris 

Edmund Gwenn-Joan Weldon 
Susan Hayward-Robert Young (reissue) 
Rhonda Fleming-Gene Barry Oct.,'53 
Clifton Webb-Dorothy McGuire 
Lucia Bose-Cosetta Greco 

Jane Powell-Gordon MacRae 
Mitzi Gaynor-Jeff Hunter 

James Stewart-Joanne Dru 
Randolph Scott-Phyllis Kirk 

Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Eddie Byrne-H. Baddaly 

Vittorio de Sica-Gina Lollobrigida 
Stanley Holloway 

Phil Silvers-Rose Marie 

Joan Crawford-Michael Wilding 
Guy Madison-Andy Devine 
Humphrey Bogart 

Michael Wilding-Margaret Lockwood 
Audie Murphy-Lori Nelson 

Yvonne Mitchell-Terence Morgan 


June,'54 
Aug.,‘53 
Dec. 26,'53 


Oct. 23. ‘53 
Aua. 25,'53 
(reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
Jan. 1,54 
Dec.,'53 
Not Set 


Dermot Walsh-Hazel Court 
Sonny Tufts-Barbara Britton 
Lucille Ball-James Craig 
Victor Mature-Mari Blanchard 
Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters 
Bill Elliott-Mary Ellen Kay 
John Justin-Eva Dahlbeck 
Wim Holland 


Oct. 2,°53 
(reissue) Sept.,'53 
(reissue) Feb.,'54 

Nov.,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Nov. 15,'53 
Oct. 23,'53 
Dec.,'53 


Donald O'Connor-Janet Leigh 
Jeff Chandler-Maureen O'Hara 
Gene Barry-Ann Robinson 
Robert Stack-Joan Taylor 
Special Cast 

ScottBrady-Mary Castle 

Hans Albers 

Beverly Michael-Richard Eqan 
Marlon Brando-Mary Murphy 
George Cole-Veronica Hurst 


Dec.,'53 
Jan.,"54 
Oct.,'53 
Aug. 28,'53 
Feb. 19,'54 


Feb..'54 


Van Heflin-Julia Adams 
Barbara Stanwyck-George Sanders 
Dan Duryea 


Sept.,'53 
Apr.,'54 
Jan. 31,'54 


Tyrone Power-Betty Grable 
Jeff Chandler-Rhonda Fleming 
Andrew Ray-Kathleen Ryan 
Documentary 

Ermanno Randi-Gina Lollobrigida 
Kirby Grant-Mary E. Kay 


(reissue) sy ‘53 


Jan. 17,'54 


-—-REVIEWED— 
(S)—synopsis 
Time Issue Page 


83m Oct. 3 2015 

Jan. 30 (S)2167 
7im Nov. 28 2087 
76m July 4 1902 
7im Jan. 16 2142 


Running 


15 1949 
2030 
2214 
2069 
1943 


77m 
84m 
45m 
82m 


Aug. 
Oct. 17 
Mar. 13 
Nov. 14 
Aug. 8 


July 190! 


Sept. 2006 


Oct. 2022 
6 2165 
Feb. 2189 

1926 

2093 
{S)207! 
(S)2215 


Dec. 
Nov. 


2006 


($)2214 
1934 
2085 
2142 
1829 
206! 
2207 
2022 
1935 
2014 
2165 
2014 
1981 


2030 
2077 
2166 


. 13 2213 
cl 2094 
. 14 2070 
. 8 1942 
. 16 (S)2142 


——— RATINGS 
Nat'l Herald 
Groups L.ofD. Review 


AY A-2 Fair 
Good 
Good 
A-2 Excellent 


AY A-| 


A-| Fair 
A-| Fair 
Very Good 
A-2. Good 
A-| Average 


A-2 Very Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 


Very Good 
ood 
Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 


Fair 


> o> 
Nm ® 


>O w>> 
-_ ~~ 


> 
-n 


Fair 
Very Good 
Good 


>> > 
-~ 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 


Good 


Fair 

Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Fair 


Very Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 





FEATURES LISTED BY COMPANIES — PAGE 2221, 


ISSUE OF MARCH 13, 195 


SHORT SUBJECTS CHART APPEARS ON PAGES 2198-2199, ISSUE OF FEBRUARY 27, 1954 
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Film buyers of independent circuits in the U. S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. 


report covers 130 attractions, 6,134 playdates. 


Numerals refer to the number of en- 


Titles run alphabetically. 


This 


gagements on each attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (+) denotes attractions published for the first time. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last time. 


AV—Average; 


EX means Excellent; AA—Above 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


EX 


A. & C. Meet Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde vie - 
Actress, The (MGM) - 
Affair in Monte Carlo (AA) . - 
Affairs of Dobie Gillis, The (MGM) - 
All-American (Univ.) ms - 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (MGM)... - 
Appointment in Honduras (RKO) ~ 
Arrowhead (Para. - 


Back to God's Country (Univ.) ! 
Bad for Each Other (Col.) - 
Band Wagon, The (MGM) 4 
Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (20th-Fox) 23 
Big Heat (Col.) | 
Blowing Wild (WB) 8 
Blueprint for Murder, A (20th-Fox)... ~ 
Border River (Univ.) ... - 
Botany Bay (Para.) - 
Boy from Oklahoma (WB) 17 


Caddy, The (Para.) | 
Calamity Jane (WB) 3 
Captain's Paradise (UA) 7 
Champ for a Day (Rep.) ~ 
Charge at Feather River, The (WB) 8 
China Venture (Col.) ~ 
City of Bad Men (20th-Fox) ~ 
Clipped Wings (AA) - 
Command, The (WB) - 
Conquest of Cochise (Col.) ~ 
Crazylegs—All-American (Rep.) - 
Cruel Sea, The ( Univ.) 2 
Cruisin' Down the River (Col.) | 


Dangerous Crossing (20th-Fox) - 
Decameron Nights (RKO) ~ 
Diamond Queen, The (WB) _ 


East of Sumatra ( Univ.) - 
Easy to Love (MGM) 18 
Eddie Cantor Story (WB) 2 
Escape from Fort Bravo (MGM) - 


Fighter Attack (AA) - 
*5,000 Fingers of Dr. T, The one: : - 
Flight Nurse (Rep.) ... , | 
Flight to Tangier (Para.) redeeein - 
Forbidden (Univ.) ... ae 7 - 
Forever Female (Para.) ; ~ 
From Here to Eternity (Col.) Ome: 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (20th-Fox) .. ... 4 
Give a Girl a Break (MGM) iv ~ 
Glass Web, The (Univ.) .......... ees - 
Go, Man, Go (UA) .... 3 
Golden Blade, The (Univ.) - - 
tGreat Diamond Robbery (MGM). - 
Great Jesse James Raid (Lippert) : ~ 
Gun Belt (UA) , 2 
Gun Fury (Col.) ... ~ 


Half a Hero (MGM) .. - 


Here Come the Girls (Para. ) yes soe 2 
His Majesty O'Keefe (WB) .............. ; I 
Hondo (WB) 60 
How to Marry a Millionaire ‘(20th- Fox) or 33 


|, the Jury (UA) : I 


Average; 


AA 
I 


2 
14 
16 

6 
17 


12 


2\ 
19 
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19 

3 
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32 
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33 
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Inferno (20th-Fox) 
Island in the Sky (WB) 


tJesse James vs. the Daltons (Col.) 
Joe Louis Story, The (UA) 


King of the Khyber Rifles (20th-Fox) 
Kiss Me Kate (MGM) 
Knights of the Round Table (MGM) 


*Latin Lovers (MGM) 

Lili (MGM) 

Lion Is in the Streets, A (WB) 
Little Boy Lost (Para.) 

Little Caesar (WB) (Reissue) 
Little Fugitive (Burstyn) 

tLong, Long Trailer, The (MGM) 


Man from the Alamo ( Univ.) 
Man in the Attic (20th-Fox) 
Marry Me Again (RKO) 
Martin Luther (de Rochemont) 
Master of Ballantrae, The (WB) 
Miss Sadie Thompson (Col.) 
Mission over Korea (Col.) 
Mister Scoutmaster (20th-Fox) 
Mogambo (MGM) 

Moon Is Blue, The (UA) 
Moonlighter, The (WB) 


Nebraskan, The (Col.) 
99 River Street (UA) 
No Escape (UA) 


Paratrooper (Col.) 
Paris Model (Col.) 
Plunger of the Sun (WB) 
Private Eyes (AA) 


Quo Vadis (MGM) (Reissue) 


tRide Clear of Diablo ( Univ.) 
Robe, The (20th-Fox) 
Roman Holiday (Para.) 


Sabre Jet (UA) 

Sailor of the King (20th-Fox) 
Salome (Col.) 

Sea Around Us, The (RKO) 

Sea of Lost Ships (Rep) 

Shane (Para.) , 

Shark River (UA) . 

Sins of Jezebel (Lippert) 

Sky Commando (Col.) 

Slaves of Babylon (Col.) 

So Big (WB) 

So This Is Love (WB) 

Stalag 17 (Para.) 

Stand at Apache River ( Univ.) 
Steel Lady, The (UA) 

Stranger Wore a Gun, The (Col.) 
Sword and the Rose, The (RKO) 


Take the High Ground (MGM) 
Terror on a Train (MGM) 

Those Redheads from Seattle (Para.) 
Three Sailors and a Girl (WB) 
Thunder Bay (Univ.) 

Thunder over the Plains (WB) 

Torch Song (MGM) . 

Tumbleweed (Univ.) . 


*Valley of Headhunters (Col.) 
Veils of Bagdad (Univ.) 
Vicki (20th-Fox) 


Walking My Baby Back Home ( Univ.) 
War Arrow (Univ.) . 

War of the Worlds (Para.) 

War Paint (UA) 

Wild One (Col.) 

Wings of the Hawk ( Univ.) 


EX 
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AA 


4 
32 


AV 


18 
39 
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